
The Law 
in its 

Proper 
Place



Now we know that the law is good, if 
one uses it lawfully, understanding this, 
that the law is not laid down for the just 
but for the lawless and disobedient, for 
the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy 
and profane, for those who strike their 
fathers and mothers, for murderers, the 

sexually immoral, men who practice 
homosexuality, enslavers, liars, 

perjurers, and whatever else is contrary 
to sound doctrine, in accordance with 
the gospel of the glory of the blessed 

God with which I have been entrusted.

1 TIMOTHY 
1:8- 11



Introduction: The 
Law τ The Most 
Misunderstood Gift!



ÅEither dismissing the 
law as irrelevant in 

the age of grace 
(ANTINOMIANISM)

or 
ÅUsing the law as the 

means of earning 
standing before God 

(LEGALISM). 





of the blessed God . 



I. The Law is Good ð The 
Foundational Affirmation.

A. Against Antinomianism



1 Timothy 1:8
But we know 

that the 
law is good if 

one uses it 
lawfully,



What shall we 
say then? Are 

we to continue 
in sin that 
grace may 
abound?

ROMANS 6:1



ÅHis uniqueness and 
supremacy. 

ÅHis claim on time 
and our need for 
rest. 

Åthe sacredness of 
human life as image 
bearers of God. 

ÅTo dismiss the law is, 
in a sense, to dismiss 
the character of the 
God who gave it.



So the law is holy, 
and the 
commandment is 
holy and righteous 
and good.

ROMANS 7:12



B. The Three Traditional Uses 
of the Law

The  Theological  Use : 

The  Civil  Use : 

The  Normative  Use : 



For when Gentiles, who do 
not have the law, by nature do 

what the law requires, they 
are a law to themselves, even 
though they do not have the 
law. They show that the work 
of the law is written on their 
hearts, while their conscience 

also bears witness.

ROMANS 
2:14- 15



B. The Three Traditional Uses 
of the Law

The  Theological  Use : 

The  Civil  Use : 

The  Normative  Use : 



Now we know that 
whatever the law says it 

speaks to those who 
are under the law, so 
that every mouth may 
be stopped, and the 
whole world may be 
held accountable to 

God.

ROMANS 3:19



Did that which is good, then, 
bring death to me? By no 

means! It was sin, producing 
death in me through what is 
good, in order that sin might 

be shown to be sin, and 
through the commandment 
might become sinful beyond 

measure.

ROMANS 7:13



GALATIANS 3:24

So the law was our 
guardian until Christ 

came, in order that we 
might be justified by 

faith.



B. The Three Traditional Uses 
of the Law

The  Theological  Use : 

The  Civil  Use : 

The  Normative  Use : 



C. The 
Condition
: If One 
Uses It 
Lawfully



Greek Word: 
Nomimos

Nomos (law) 
τ lawful use 
of the law.



1 Timothy 1:8
But we know 

that the 
law is good if 

one uses it 
lawfully,



Unlawful uses of the 
law include: 
ü(legalism), 
ü(the false 

teachers), 
ü(Pharisaism), or 
ü(antinomianism). 



II. The Law is for the Lawless 

ð A Catalogue of Human 

Rebellion.

A. The 
Principle



Now we know that the law is good, if 
one uses it lawfully, understanding this, 
that the law is not laid down for the just 
but for the lawless and disobedient, for 
the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy 
and profane, for those who strike their 
fathers and mothers, for murderers, the 

sexually immoral, men who practice 
homosexuality, enslavers, liars, 

perjurers, and whatever else is contrary 
to sound doctrine, in accordance with 
the gospel of the glory of the blessed 

God with which I have been entrusted.

1 TIMOTHY 
1:8- 11



The person 
who never 
speeds 
does not 
need to 
worry 
about 
traffic laws. 



B. The Catalogue of Sins

ÅLawless, having no commitment to any standard, 

Åproduces disobedient, since a person who acknowledges, 

Åno law will not submit to authority. 

ÅUngodly, having no reverence for the sacred, 

Åproduces sinners, since a life lived without regard for God inevitably goes 
out and sins. 

ÅUnholy, indifferent to one's duty toward God,

Å produces profane,

Å trampling underfoot what should be treated as sacred. 



üthe lawless and insubordinate (general rebellion against 
authority), 
üthe ungodly and sinners (religious rebellion against God), 
üthe unholy and profane (violations of the first and 
third commandments ), 
ümurderers of fathers and mothers (violation of the fifth 
commandment ), 
ümanslayers (sixth commandment  ð the Greek word 
here means murder, not the accidental taking of life our 
English word can suggest), 
üfornicators ( seventh commandment ), 
üsodomites (seventh commandment ), 



ükidnappers (eighth commandment  ð in 
the first -century world this was no abstract 
category; stealing children to sell into slavery 
was a common and lucrative trade, which is 
why the law treats it with such severity, cf. 
Exodus 21:16, Deuteronomy 24:7 ), 
üliars and perjurers ( ninth commandment ), 
and 
üanything contrary to sound doctrine.



Whoever steals a 
man and sells him, 
and anyone found 
in possession of 
him, shall be put to 
death.

EXODUS 21:16



If a man is found stealing 
one of his brothers of the 
people of Israel, and if he 
treats him as a slave or sells 
him, then that thief shall 
die. So you shall purge the 
evil from your midst.

DEUTERONOMY 24:7



Now we know that whatever the 
law says it speaks to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth 

may be stopped, and the whole 
world may be held accountable to 
God. For by works of the law no 

human being will be justified in his 
sight, since through the law comes 

knowledge of sin.

ROMANS 
3:19- 20



Martin Luther famously 
described the law as a 
hammer that breaks 
the hard rock of the 
human heart.

C. The Mirror 
Function Ě 

Luther's Hammer



"Is not my word 
like fire, declares 
the Lord, and like a 
hammer that 
breaks the rock in 
pieces?"

JEREMIAH 23:29



A man must be convicted that he is a 
sinner before he will seek a Saviour. 
And the instrument that God uses to 
produce that conviction is the law. The 
law is God's diagnostic tool, His X -ray 
machine, His blood test. It does not 
cause the disease; it reveals it. And the 
revelation, painful as it is, is the mercy 
of God, because it drives the patient to 
the only physician who can cure.

John Owen, the Puritan Theologian


