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Verses 16-18, false teachers had said that the
resurrection of believers had already come. Their godless
chatter was eating away at their audience like
gangrene(cancer)!

We could almost translate it, "Make this your highest
priority," or "Pour yourself into this task."
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Biblical illiteracy in epidemic proportions and down-right
anti-Christian thinking.
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Someone say, "l would rather know a dozen verses and
obey them than the whole Bible and do nothing with it."
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"Do your best to present yourself to God as one
approved”
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Be like "a workman who does not need to be ashamed"
The Greek word for "workman" is mostly used for one
who works in agriculture. The worker is sent out to plough
a field with a pair of oxen.
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"a workman who has no need to be ashamed"
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The word “approved” means one who has passed a
thorough examination.
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What else does it mean to "correctly handle the word of
truth"?
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"Guard the good deposit."
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Paul devotes a big section of our Bible reading to
"godless chatter.”

An approved workman avoids "godless chatter." It
becomes clear that "godless chatter" is the same as false
teaching.
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They "have wandered away from the truth"
"They say that the resurrection has already taken place"
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Not only does an approved workman avoid godless
chatter, but he "gently instructs" those who engage in
this. That is, he corrects and admonishes. The goal is to
lead them to repentance, make them come to their
senses, and escape from the trap of the devil.
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"Guard the good deposit."
"Correctly handle the word of truth."
"Avoid godless chatter."

"Gently instruct.”
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