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Jesus speaks to the followers after performing the three
miracles.

In Matthew 8:18 we find that once again there was a
crowd around Jesus.
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In Matthew 8 & 9 we find Matthew demonstrating Jesus’
authority over disease, nature, the supernatural, sin, and
even death itself.
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Even more striking is that this scribe calls Jesus,
“teacher,” and he means it.

The scribes were called “teacher” or “rabbi.”
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It would be the equivalent of a university professor who
had earned his PhD going out to a farmer who has had
no formal education and addressing him as “Doctor.”
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They want the peace and joy that He offers.

They want to be part of something bigger than
themselves.

They respond to the love they have heard, seen, and they
profess love for Jesus as well saying, “I will follow You
wherever You lead me.”
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Jesus addressing Himself here as “the Son of Man.”
Jesus is fully human, but He stands apart from all other

humans. The phrase, as used of Jesus, is a reference to
His being the Messiah.
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The man said, “Teacher, | will follow You wherever You
go,” but his actions demonstrated that he would not even
follow across the lake. The cost was too high.
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It is salvation from sin & death unto righteousness & life
(Romans 6, Ephesians 2).

It is salvation from the domain of darkness to the kingdom
of Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:13).

If we are going to say we are going to follow Jesus, we
had better remember that means a change in citizenship
(Philippians 4:20)

We become aliens and strangers to this world (1 Peter
2:11)
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We are now here as ambassadors of God (2 Corinthians
5:20).
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We will strive to be like Him.
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The New Testament - as well as the history of the church
itself - seems to teach us that Jesus is able to do far more
through one man or woman who is 100% committed to
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following Him, than through 100 men and women who are
only 99% committed to following Him.

May it be that we, in this church family, would grow to be
such 100%-committed followers of Jesus. Not just a part
of the admiring crowd that tags along!
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It is interesting to note that in the Old Testament that
neither the High Priest (Leviticus 21:11) or a person
under a Nazirite vow (Numbers 6:6, 7) were allowed to
become unclean, as they would at a funeral, even for
father or mother. Their lives were to be completely
consecrated.
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