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What happens when you die?

Part 5 Praying for the Dead
Praying for the dead is not a biblical.

Our prayers have no effect upon on someone once he or
she has died. Their eternal destiny is confirmed at the
point of their death.

If one has accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour
then they will go to be with our Lord and will be
resurrected at His second coming to be with Him forever
in Heaven.

If one has not accepted Jesus Chris as their Lord and
Saviour then they will be go to a place called Hades and
there they will suffer. They will be resurrected to be
tormented forever in the lake of fire along with hell.

Luke 16:19-31, through this passage Jesus had cleared
the following to us.

» At the point of death eternity is confirmed
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» Unrighteous eternally separated from God

» They will remember their rejection of Gospel
» They will be in torment

» Their condition can NOT be reversed.

No Immortal Soul

The concept of praying for the dead based on the
concept of man has immortal soul. Which we dealt in
detail in our third lesson on soul sleeping.

Those who pray for the dead think that their immortal
soul is tormented in hell so their friends and relatives
that the departed soul can be spared from the suffering.

(The following scriptures you can read Ezekiel 18:4 & 20;
Genesis 2:7 &17; Ecclesiastes 12:7,; Job 32:8,; Ezekiel
37:1-14 and Revelation 20:14-15)

Decision to be made while you are alive
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The above scripture makes us to understand very clearly
that we can’t make any change in one’s condition after
their death.
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We are responsible for our lives what we live here
because after death we have another life which will be
decided based on this life.

People can influence us and offer us many choices but
what the choices we make here in this life we must give
account to God. Once this life over you can’t make any
more choices to be made but you have no choice in
accepting the judgement.

Prayer from others can’t change anything except that
they are showing their desires for you.

But your prayers a person who is still alive then there is
a possibility of their heart, attitude and their choices
being changed.

Why do Catholics pray for the dead?

Prayer for the dead comes from the scriptural reference
from the second book of Maccabees. The books of
Maccabees were among the latest written books found
in the Old Testament. They recount the struggle of the
Jewish people for freedom against the Seleucid Empire,
around 100-200 years before the birth of Christ.



They are written from an Orthodox Jewish point of view.
The second book of Maccabees tells how Judas
Maccabee, the Jewish leader, led his troops into battle
in 163 B.C. When the battle ended he directed that the
bodies of those Jews who had died be buried. As
soldiers prepared their slain comrades for burial, they
discovered that each was wearing a charm taken as
booty from a pagan Temple. This violated the law of
Deuteronomy and so Judas and his soldiers prayed that
God would forgive the sin these men had committed.
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The cavelike tombs under the city of Rome, which we
call catacombs, bear evidence that members of the
Roman Christian community gathered there to pray for
their fellow followers of Christ who lay buried there. By
the fourth century prayers for the dead are mentioned



in Christian literature as though they were already a
longstanding custom.

Apart from these you won’t find anywhere in the Bible
praying for the dead.

The only possible basis someone might use (though
wrongly) for praying that the dead might find rest is
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and cry out to God to avenge their blood. But in the very
next chapter, the martyred saints in heaven are seen in
total rest (Revelation 7:9-17).



Conclusion:

The Bible teaches that those who have submitted
themselves to Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ Will enter
into the presence of God immediately after their death.
(Hebrews 5:8-9; Luke 23:43; Philippians 1:23; 2
Corinthians 5:6, 8).

What need is to do is to offer your prayers for people on
the earth living.

While we sympathize with those who have lost dear
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Death is final, and after that, no amount of praying will
avail a person of the salvation they have rejected in
their life.



