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Indwelling

Indwelling in the Old Testament was selective and temporary.
The Spirit “came upon” such Old Testament people.

And the Lord said to Moses in,
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This verse indicate that the Holy Spirit is not to be found in
everyone. By stating that the Holy Spirit is in Joshua, it infers He
is not universally given. The Spirit is said to have come upon
other individuals, such as Othniel.
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Not only was the Spirit limited to certain individuals, the extent
of the indwelling was limited. He could leave an individual after
He had indwelt them.

The life of Saul serves as an example:
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Yet there is another way to understand this difficult passage and
the Old Testament references to the Holy Spirit.

It is possible that the references to the Holy Spirit being upon
Joshua and others refer to a "special anointing" and not the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The reason for holding this view is
because it is difficult to see how anyone could have entered a
right relationship with God without the Holy Spirit indwelling
them. The Bible teaches that we all have a sinful nature and
need to be saved from our sins.

If the Holy Spirit did not indwell individuals during the Old
Testament period, how were they saved and how did they lead
a godly life?

The indwelling was a sign of God’s favour upon that individual
(in the case of David), and if God’s favour left an individual, the
Spirit would depart (e.g., in Saul’s case in 1 Samuel 16:14).

The Spirit “coming upon” an individual doesn’t always indicate
that person’s spiritual condition (e.g., Saul, Samson, and many
of the judges). So, while in the New Testament the Spirit only
indwells believers and that indwelling is permanent, the Spirit
came upon certain Old Testament individuals for a specific task,
irrespective of their spiritual condition. Once the task was
completed, the Spirit presumably departed from that person.



The Old Testament records the Holy Spirit giving special ability
to certain individuals:
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The Holy Spirits ministry to the world has existed from the
beginning of time as a restraining influence. This is as true today
as it was during the Old Testament period. The Holy Spirits
influence kept sin from running entirely rampant.

There are no direct statements in the Old Testament about the
relationship of the Holy Spirit to the believer. Thus, it is difficult
to arrive at any conclusion about the work of the Holy Spirit
during the Old Testament period.

There are those who believe the Holy Spirit did not work in the
same manner during the Old Testament age as He does today.
Although it has been the same Holy Spirit all along, His methods



have changed from age to age. They contend that the indwelling
of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament was not universal to
every believer but was available only to certain believers.

No Promise of Indwelling

There is no promise in the Old Testament to the believer that
he will be indwelt with the Holy Spirit.

Only certain individuals were indwelt with the Holy Spirit is held
is based upon an understanding of a statement made by Jesus.
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This verse is interpreted to mean that the Holy Spirit was only

with believers during Old Testament times but now dwells
within each believer in the New Testament age.

It seems impossible for them to be able to do so without the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Jesus told Nicodemus:
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According to Jesus, everyone has to have a spiritual rebirth to
enter Gods kingdom. Furthermore, no one can serve God in his
own strength. It seems more consistent to say that the Holy
Spirit indwelt everyone who believed in the promises of God.

Indwelling in the New Testament

The major difference between the Spirit’s roles in the Old and
New Testaments is apparent. The New Testament teaches the
permanent indwelling of the Holy Spirit in believers.
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When we place our faith in Christ for salvation, the Holy Spirit
comes to live within us. The Apostle Paul calls this permanent
indwelling the “guarantee of our inheritance”.
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We find the fact of His indwelling anticipated, but it was our
Lord Himself who spoke fully about this in,
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Notice the following important truths in
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1. The Holy Spirit is a Person

Notice the four persons referred to in John 14:16.

“1” “He” “You” “He”.

Read chapters 14, 15 and 16 and note all the pronouns used in
reference to the Holy Spirit. Also notice, in the five references
given above, the actions which are ascribed to Him which could
only be ascribed to a person.

2. The Holy Spirit is a Divine Person

In John 14:16,

the three Persons of the Godhead are mentioned
“Father” “Comforter”. He is God, one with the Father and the
Son.
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3. The Holy Spirit Indwells Every Believer

The last two words in John 14:17. He indwells every Christian,
there is no such thing as a believer who is not indwelt by the
Holy Spirit.
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4. The Holy Spirit Abides in Every Believer

Holy Spirit has come in to stay, John 14:16. In Old Testament
times He came and went!
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But now He comes in to abide with us for ever.

5. The Holy Spirit indwells to Supply Christ’s
Presence

As to His bodily presence, the Lord Jesus is in Heaven (Hebrews
9:24); but by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit He is also within
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every believer (John 14:17-18). This is “the mystery
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1 Corinthians 2:9-14. The youngest and humblest believer has

the Heavenly Instructor within.

It may be helpful to compare the following relationships which

God is pleased to sustain towards His children.

He is ABOVE us

Deuteronomy 4:39,

Ephesians 1:20-21,

He is BENEATH us

Deuteronomy 33:27,

He is BEFORE us
Exodus 13:21-22,
John 10:4,

He is BEHIND us
Exodus 14:19,

He is AROUND us
Psalms 34:7,
Psalms 125:2,

He is WITH us
Isaiah 41:10,
Hebrews 13:5-6,
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He is WITHIN us
Galatians 2:20,
Colossians 1:27,

RECOGNISE His Presence within us (1 Corinthians 6:19)
RESPOND to His Presence within us (Ephesians 5:18)
RELY upon His Presence within us (2 Corinthians 3:5-6).
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