R World Christian Fellowship

E b www.wcflondon.com
/“T? 4 wcflondon@gmail.com

AW
(N

5t Response to Jesus-
Hard Soil- Vain Worship!
Matthew 14:34-15:1-9

Matthew 14:34-36 & 15:1-9, LiledTL], QjeuUTHeT FHL_ W6V
sLbgl, 0&5CareCrig brTiged GFibgrismser. 35.
Seuall_Gg wiagi Jeuewr GerermTi  eTETMI
Ubgl, FHOIOYD CuEGD OFigl e,

Uenflwrefls6lersvsomenyujib 9jsufl_gglev
CsTeT(eubgl, 36. JoumewLW  eueVSrS et
RUSHMSIWTHI|LD 9| euiT 6T CBT@® LG
2_S5real1rsCGealer(p GoeiTm) 9jauUe»I
GerevsTiq & 6% TevsT LT T 5 61T; B WTeu(hHLD
Q\F TV LOT GITIT T SH61T.

1. LGS, 6T(HFBeVLA 6O (BB S bS
Gaugurrasm ufGFwmpd @)CuasHaiafl S5 aibgi:
2. 2 _hepenLw Fagiaseir perGevrir s 6iflssr
urrbuflwsens eyesT FP¥  BL&SDriser?
BB (LPEUTLOGV GurgesTibLIGTTERIS DT &Gl

eTaTDTiEeT. 3. JJUTHEHEG Jjeui LIrdlussriomrs:



BbEissT o miser urybufugdlearrCe GCaaugienL_w
spuemeTeow eyt  1L6Y  BLESGiHT? 4. 2 6T
SESLILIHGTULD 2 6T STEHWIU|LD FH6ITLOLISHITSN)]6MTWITS
6TESTMILD; SSLILIHSTWITOIS] STENWIW TSI
BlbSlsSmeusit GEsTeVVL LIL Couaidr(Hlld  6TETMILD,
G eueir &DLSS) /&S DTCr. 5. b EIESCe,
TURTTHIYID  SSLLHSITWTAIG]  STEOWIWTIZ]
Cpr&dl: o erdh@ Brer OCFLIWSGSEE o Fai 61
2 awIGLT, YWHs5 STewflsemnswrss 6\&THESGCneir
eTeiTm  OFTVE0, FeiT FELLUMSTWTOEH  H6iT
STEHWIITOUG] & 6UTLDLIGHST 60T TLO M) GurerTsILb,
UL SLeww FibhseseTy Curdssl, 6.
2 _MBIG6T urrbufwgglerTGsv GapeusyienL_w
SDLIEHSTEH W 9| QLT e (55|05 T 6. 7.
wrwssTrer, 2 BismarsGHSsl: 8. @)bhs maThIS6T
ShIG6T eurTwilermey eTeiTaflL_SFl0 GFihgl, SbIS6iT
2 F(HGAflTTY  6TEITEMEITdS & 6UTLDLISTIT IR D T 6T,
D|6UIT 6T OUELTEN] T & HD STTLOMlI
aflvdlull(p&EmgI. 9. LYIOFHDLW  HHLIEHETSEN6IT
2 LUGgFhISaTHSL Gurdlsg, eofewrmil eTeaTdE
I THWT CFUIEDTTH6T 6THIMI, TFTWIT F BB F
peTDTF CFTevedwll(hESmTeiT eTeSTDTIT.

Chapter 13, Kingdom Parables were spoken.



Chapter 13, Jesus says how the world is going to react to
them. What it’s going to be like out there as they labour and
minister in the harvest.

Matthew gives us from Matthew 13:53 till Matthew 16:12,
eight incidents in the life of our Lord which illustrate the kind
of response that there will be to the King.

They are masterfully presented.

1st response: Matthew 13:53-58- Unbelief!

27 response: Matthew 14:1-12 Fear that Forfeit’s Christ!
3 response: Matthew 14:12-21 Faith for only materials!
4+ response: Matthew 14:22-33 Jesus is Lord

Jesus is preaching the same message that Isaiah preached
about hypocritical, insincere worship, and worship without
genuineness, and integrity.

After our Lord had fed the 5,000. His popularity reached the
peak.

They wanted then to force Him to be a king, bring Him to
Jerusalem, put Him on the throne, have Him destroy the
Romans, and the Herodians. Give them liberty, healing, give
them food, and do all the things that they had seen Him do in
His miracle power.



They had come to the fever pitch in terms of Jesus, fitting their
definition of an economic, and political kingdom.

But Jesus rejected their shallow, self-centred, indulgent
ambition.

v" He said no to their political definition of a kingdom.

v" He said no to their economic definition of a kingdom.

v He said no to their self-indulgent definition of a
kingdom.

v" He sent the crowd away.

v" He went back to being with His disciples.

From here on it is downhill.

He rejected the shallow sham kind of interest.
e It was superficial,
e It was political,
e It was self-centred.

They wanted food.

They wanted healing.

They wanted freedom from Rome and the Herodians.
But they did not want their hearts changed.

They did not want Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord.



Jesus rejected the shallowness of their interest. From here on
out, things begin to descend.

He loses popularity.
Hostility begins to rise.

We are one year away from His crucifixion.

Most of this last one year He is in seclusion with the Twelve.
He is equipping them for the tremendous ministry they are
going to have when He leaves.

We see a turning point occurring in this part of the Scripture.
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We see Jesus moving into a sort of withdrawn ministry. He
retires to be with them and to invest that last year with them.

But prior to that, there are a couple of times when He is with
the multitudes.

This is one of those times that we will look at in our text today.



From here on Jesus is going to spend more time with the
Twelve, as the hostility, anger, bitterness, and the rejection
arises.

The crowd had given to Jesus the pinnacle of popularity.

It is the very next day that He is confronted here in this text
with the scribes and the Pharisees, who pour their venom on
Him. They reveal the fact that what they really want to do is
publicly discredit Him and get rid of Him.

So, the turning point comes immediately, and we are faced
with the hostility of these religious leaders of Israel.

These are stony ground.

As Jesus defined all men in their responses to the Gospel and
the parable of the soils, this is the stony ground. The hard,
resistant soil of those who are not interested.

Now, among the Jews, there were always the true and the
false.

There were always those who truly sought God.

There was always that real remnant, with pure hearts, who did
respond to God’s Word and did respond in this period to God’s
Messiah.

But this group did not.



They are the hard-hearted, religious phonies.
They are those who manned the legalistic system as it existed,
and they want Jesus Christ out of the way.

Lord confronts them in this passage.
He confronts them with the emptiness of their worship.

o It is no different than the message that God gave
through Isaiah, Amos, and Malachi.

o ltis no different than a message that | might give today
to a church where we know there are people who
hypocritically worship God.

o Itis the same message that when you come to worship
God, it must be with a pure heart, and you must
worship Him from the inside, not only externally.

The compassionate healer.
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The disciples and our Lord were gone over the Sea of Galilee.
They had spent the day before feeding the multitude and
healing and preaching the kingdom. At night, Jesus came
walking on the water. They had arrived finally at the shore.
When they had reached that other shore, at some time after
that, “they came into the land of Gennesaret.”



So, it may be the next day, when they came to the other shore
early in the morning, Jesus taught that great and profound
discourse on the bread of life.

The same crowd that had been on the eastern shore had come
across.

They had had a free dinner, and they were back for a free
breakfast. Instead of Jesus feeding them physically, He fed
them spiritually about the bread of life.

The preaching may have occupied the morning. May have
been later in the day that they retreated to the land of
Gennesaret.

Gennesaret is not a town. It is not a village. It is not a city.

It is an area. It is a plain about 3 1/2 miles long and maybe up
to two miles wide at its widest point but borders the
northwestern coast of the Sea of Galilee.

It is in proximity to Bethsaida and Capernaum. It is very likely
that Jesus went there with His disciples to find some of that
privacy, some of that quiet that He had sought the day before
in the mountain on the other shore and had been so
interrupted by the multitude.

Again, they go into the land of Gennesaret.



According to Josephus, was a lush land with unrivalled beauty,
a land of marvellous crops, a variety of products.

Luke calls the lake the Lake of Gennesaret. So, it was a well-
known area, even giving the lake its name in some people’s
minds.
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Jesus again endeavouring, no doubt, to spend time with His
disciples, is interrupted.

So, they went around, and they collected all the people that
were diseased.

They went out into all the country. They collected all of those
who were still ill.

We don’t know how many it there were in that group, but we
do know that in past ministry there.

He had healed multitudes. So, there were a lot less than there
originally were. But whoever they were that were diseased,
and whatever their disease was, they were all collected,



believing in the miraculous power of Jesus, which had been
demonstrated in their area for so long now. They brought
them all together.

They were so confident of His power.
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They may have remembered the woman, Matthew 9t Chapter
who grabbed His robe and was healed. All they felt they

needed to do was touch Him.

There is a sense of propriety, sensitivity in their approach. A
great measure of faith.

Everyone who touched Him was made totally well. There are
no progressive healings.

They were totally made well in the instant that they touched
Him.

The compassion of God is demonstrated.
This is the compassionate Healer.
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It is so that God may be revealed as a compassionate God.
God of loving kindness,
God of tenderness toward people.

A classic example of the fact that people inevitably came to
Jesus to get what they wanted. Having gotten what they
wanted, they left. That is the pathos of this whole thing.

It always seems to be so with Jesus!
Once people have received what they wanted, they are gone.

Even today, in our contemporary kind of Christianity, Jesus is
seen as a genie who responds to our wishes.

Having received their wishes, they abandon any meaningful
relationship.

Despite their ingratitude, self-centeredness, their commitment
to Him was not great faith. Great need, and not great
adoration still He healed them. That is the compassion of God.

Condemning Judge.

As compassionate as He is on one hand, so condemning is He
on the other hand.

God is compassionate, also a God of great judgment and
justice.

11



V 1, Sueurys, amFrCulledmbs @ aubd
Gaugurrasmo ufCFwmd @)Cuasaileflgglev eubgi:

We don’t know if it is the very same day that the healing in
Gennesaret began, or whether it is one of the days, or few
days afterward.

We know this whole time was around the time of the Passover
according to John 6.

That means this is the 3~ Passover in the life of our Lord, and
the 4+ Passover He was crucified. So, we have a year of His life
left.

“Scribes and Pharisees who were from Jerusalem came to
Jesus.”

We are introduced to the scribes and the Pharisees.
If the Passover has already happened, this delegation then is
sent post-Passover to Galilee, no doubt at the request of the
Galilean Pharisees, who were equally upset at Jesus.

Matthew 12:14, LTS, ufGFwir
CaueflGuGUmMI, Ijouewrs OCETewsey GlFIUjDLIY
IuHEE@ aGrrgLomiil g,CeVrFemesrLIcTEw 6O T SH6iT.
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No doubt, at their request, a delegation with clout was sent
from Jerusalem. They are representatives of the legalistic, self-
righteous, external, hypocritical, phony religious
establishment.

They are of Satan, not God.

They hate Jesus Christ.

They lie about what they teach.

So, they despise the truth that is in Christ.
e They are in darkness hence they despise the light.
e They are the enemies of our Lord.
e They were threatened by the truth of Jesus Christ.

For them, religion was external and ceremonial.

» It had nothing to do with the inside.

» It had only to do with the outside.
When Jesus talked about the inside, He posed a threat to the
security of their position.

They were from Jerusalem. It is important because now
Jerusalem is in the act. Not only is Galilee angry at Jesus Christ,
in terms of its religion establishment, but so is Jerusalem.

All of this will converge on His head ultimately in His death.
Jerusalem was the seat of the temple.

It was the place of the schools of Judaism.

It was the place of the most imminent minds and scholarship.
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So, this is the high-powered group that come to discredit Jesus
publicly. They want to attack Him publicly, because they want
to make Him look bad in front of everybody.

They want to get rid of Him by discredit Him. Since they were
more prestigious than the local group, Jesus handled them
with more severity.

What Jesus taught was just the opposite of what they taught.
They were on a head-on collision course. They believed that
worship was ceremonial and external.

Jesus taught that it was in the heart.
We have the religion of external ceremony and the religion of
internal spirit on a collision course.

Ultimately this has resulted in the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.

The ceremonialists would not accept the religion of the heart.
They both cannot exist. One must die.

Same battle that Isaiah, Malachi, and Amos fought.
The same battle we fight today with the hypocrisy in the
Church.

People all over the world, who call themselves Christians who
are not. But who go through some external motions. It is the

same battle.

14



V 2, o byswrw Sayiser wperGermidmsertiesr

urriouflugeans eJ6iT ) L &EDTTH6iT?

H&BB (LA TLOGV Gurgerrid LiesTeI S risGer!
6TEOT DT T 61T

They thought about that question a long time. They had a long
trip 60 miles at least walking or more.

They had thought a long time about that question.
Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders?

Why You teach people to break ceremony?

They are hitting on the head.
They were utterly, totally, and committed to tradition.

You can’t understand what He says unless you know what the
tradition of the elders means.

o Tradition is handed down from one generation to the
next.

o Scriptures which come from God.

Any time you have a religion that has Scripture plus tradition,
you have a problem.

e Thatis the case with Roman Catholicism.
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e That is the case with Judaism.
It is even the case with Protestantism in many instances,
where tradition has been added to Scripture.

People no longer know what’s from God and what’s from men.

The Talmud is the codification of Jewish law. Talmud says that
God gave the oral law to Moses. Then God told Moses to pass
it on to great men of the synagogue.

These men of the synagogue were to do three things with the
law of God.

1. Be deliberate in judgment. Properly apply God’s law.
Raise up many disciples so that in the next generation,
there would be others to apply the law.

3. Build a fence around the law. Wall it in so you would be
protecting it. Don’t let it suffer attack.

They were protectors of the law.

Do you know how they decided to protect it?

Since their hearts basically were not right, and the obedience
was not spontaneous from the heart, the only other way to get
people to do things is to make them do it.

If they are not going to do it willingly, then you must force
them to do it.
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They started adding laws and laws, and they then became the
spiritual enforcers of those laws. Through history, the boards
in the fence kept going up, and there were more and more.

The ultimate result was it totally obscured the law of God. All
the people saw was all the fence boards and they couldn’t see
the law of God.

All those fence boards that were to be the thing to protect the
law, that obscured the law.

This is what we call the tradition of the elders.

When Judah were taken into captivity to Babylon, 586 B.C. It
was a shock to the Jewish people. It was as if God had
abandoned them.

The promised people of God living in the promised land of
God. Suddenly they were taken into captivity. They were
shaken.

The God-fearing Jews among them realized that what had
happened had happened because they had departed from
Jehovah God.

They were getting what the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah said
they would get. They were getting the judgment of God

because they departed from God.
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They decided that the only hope of reconciliation was to turn
to God, to go back to God. As a result of that, a movement
started to put those fences back up.

» To reacquaint the people with the law.

» To reacquaint the people with all the traditions of the
elders.

» To get them back to the right kind of behaviour.

Ezra fathered a whole group of people known as scribes.

The job of the scribe was to,
e collect,
e collate,
e propagate,
e interpret,
all these slats in this traditional fence.

It just kept building up.

Every rabbi commented on it.

Every student commented on it.

More commentaries and more stuff just kept piling and piling.
They lost the distinction between the law of God and the
tradition of men, which is the key point.

But the commentary effectively obscured the basic law of God.
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In 200 A.D., Rabbi Yehudah pulled the whole materials
together and committed it to writing, which must have been a
monumental job. This is called the Mishnah from the Hebrew
verb to repeat.

Then not only did they have the Mishnah, but beyond that,
they needed commentaries on the Mishnah. Because the
Mishnah, which was trying to explain the law of God, needed
to be explained.

So, they had what was called the Gemara, and the Gemara are
a series of commentaries on the Mishnah.

So, you have the Mishnah, this massive, accumulated
tradition, and you have the Gemara, which is the commentary
on the tradition. Filled with all kinds of things.

Some rabbinical schools got together and decided to put all
this stuff together.

So, in Jerusalem, they put the Gemara and the Mishnah
together, and it became known as the Talmud.

In Babylon, they did the same thing, only they made four times
the size. They collected four times more material, and the
Babylonian Talmud is now the one that is the one that is the
best or the most accepted one among the Jews. If you were to
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buy a set, it’s at least 20 volumes in Hebrew. Massive amount
of material.

They added to this what’s called the Midrash. The Midrash are
commentaries on the various books of the Bible.

They have the Mishnah.
They have the Gemara.
They have the Midrash.

Volumes and volumes of stuff to go through. All this
supposedly to fulfil the Mosaic injunction to the scribes to put
a fence around the law.

In effect, all it did was just totally obscure the law of God.

o The Talmud says, “The words of the scribes are more
lovely than the words of the law.”

o The Talmud says, “It is a greater time to transgress the
words of the school of Rabbi Hillel than the words of

Scripture.”

o The Talmud says, “My son, attend to the words of the
scribes more than the words of the law.”
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They were committed to a lot of traditional stuff, not the
Word of God. They had ceremony and tradition as over against
truth and righteousness.

This huge mass of material in the Talmud is divided into
sections.

There are six main sections.

These sections have tractates and treatises.

These tractates and treatises have paragraphs, and chapters.

One of those sections is on cleansings or washings. Under one
of those headings is a whole little deal on hand rinsing. That
becomes the issue here.

V 2, o byeLw Fayiser perGermisserflsr
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It is not talking about cleanliness.
He is not saying that these apostles haven’t washed their
hands before they eat.

Anybody knows you want to be clean before you put food in
your mouth. That is not the issue.

» They are not accusing them of being unhygienic.
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» They are accusing them of violating religious tradition.

Because of what it taught in all this material they believed that
you had to go through ceremonial washings of your hands for
two reasons.

o If you had touched a Gentile that day, then you would
been defiled. There was a prescribed ceremony to
detoxify your Gentile touch.

O The rabbis taught that there was a demon by the name
of Shibtah. Shibtah dwelt on people’s hands while they
slept. If they did not go through the ceremonial
washings that eliminated him, they would pass him
therefore to their food and into their bodies.

Rabbi Ta’anith taught, “Whosoever has his abode in the land
of Israel and eats his common food with rinsed hands may rest
assured that he shall obtain eternal life.”

They believed that you received eternal life by going through
the ceremonial rinsing of your hands.

In the Old Testament, there were washings that God instituted

in Exodus 19, before the people came before God. He had
them wash all their garments.
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The priests in Leviticus 15, 16, and 17 had to wash themselves
before they could carry out any rites of the priesthood.

But those were outward symbols of an inward reality.
They had long ago slain the reality, and now they had
magnified the symbols and invented their own.

Nowhere in any part of holy Scripture does God ever say to go
through this kind of rinse your hands in a ceremonial way to
get rid of any Gentile influence or to drown or whatever the
demon Shibtah so he won’t get in your body.

Edersheim, the great Jewish scholar, writes this, “Water jars
were kept ready to be used before every meal. The minimum
amount of water to be used was a quarter of a log”. Log is
defined as enough to fill one-and-a-half eggshells.

“The water was first poured on both hands, held with the
fingers pointed upward. And it must run down the arm as far
as the wrist and drop off from the wrist, for the water was
now itself unclean, having touched the unclean hands. And if it
ran down the fingers again, it would render them unclean. The
process was repeated with the hands held in the downward
direction, the fingers pointing down. Finally, each hand was
cleansed with being rubbed with the fist of the other. A strict
Jew would do this before every meal and between every
course in every meal.”
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Rabbi Ta’anith said, “If you do that, you will obtain eternal
life.” So, they did it.

The Word of God was utterly submerged under their tradition.

Rabbi Akiba, who was put into prison and his water ration was
reduced, and he took what little water he was given to wash
his hands before eating rather than to drink it, saying he would
rather die than transgress the tradition of the elders.

But throughout history, even in Christianity, people have
attached all kinds of meaningless ceremonies that have
obscured the truth.

If there were no Sunday morning service at 6:00, many people
would not be Christians.

Jesus responds to this.
They are defending ceremonial religion.
They are defending the religion of the external.

V 3, geuisehs@ euir Urdluyssriors: Bhiser
2_MBIg6iT urgibuflugglerrGes GaauggienL_uwi

sHUeTenw 6y6sT LBM) BHL &S5 T E6T?

The word “also” is an admission of guilt.
Jesus is saying, “Yes, we do break your tradition. We do that.
We don’t deny that.”

Then He dismisses it.
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He doesn’t even bother to deal with it because it is
meaningless.

It wasn’t binding.

Never even interacted with it,

Never even discussed the issue,

Never even answered the question about washing/rinsing.
Never said a word about the disciples’ hands and what they
did or didn’t do when they ate.

There was no issue there for Him to deal with. It was utterly
meaningless.

He simply said to them that we are not violating any
commandment of God, but you are with your tradition.
The only thing that matters is not tradition but Scripture.

What matters the most is scriptures not tradition.
Only Scripture’s binding.

o They called them — the traditions of the elders.
o Jesus said that “They are your traditions.”

V 42 6T SSLLIMHSTULD 2 &7  STEwWU|Ld
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Jesus quotes Exodus 20:12, 2 63T
CapouaTal STSSHi 2 6TdhGHdb C&T(HESD
Cs55351C0 2 6T BT &6T BlgSSHULSDE, 2 65T
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“Honor your father and mother.” Bound up in honour is
respect, love, reverence, sense of dignity, and financial
support.

You are supposed to take care of your parents. You are
supposed to give them the money they need to live. When
they get old and cannot work and have need, you are
supposed to meet that need. That was all bound up in that.

So, the Scripture said, “You are to honour your father and
mother.”

You are to meet their needs.

You are to care for them.

You are to give full respect and honour to them, which
means supporting them if they need it.

Jesus quotes Exodus 21:17, 60T SSLILIHRTWITOIS| 66T
Srepwwreg FUlsSmeusit BlFFwOTiIS ClHTaneV

OFUIILILIL &L _6)6dT.

Either you take care of your parents or there is capital
punishment. Very clear and simple.
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They knew it and understood it.
Little argument about it. From the Ten Commandments.
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Corban means offering.

Doron means gift.

Anyone who says to his father or his mother, “Corban,” or,
“doron”, surely does not have to honour his father.

Your mother and your father have reached old age, and you
are responsible to meet their needs.
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But they had developed a tradition that if you said Corban or
doron, you were saying, “All this is for God. | am giving this to
God.” Therefore, that was exempt them from any other use.
You don’t have to give it to your parents.

So, they were going around, teaching people that if you have
ever said doron, or Corban over your possessions, you have
made a vow to God.

Numbers 30:2, RHEUSHT &iTSSH[HdBE WTe\HT(m
CUIT(hSSMIT LITTEWIBTTILD, JJeVeVG WTEIST(H
srflugensd OFinybuy  Yewewruil (s  FHeor
9 SSILOTEDE BILbSewesrds @ L_LI(H\S B
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arledmba  yplulL  eurddlerLigGuisbeorid

O\ F I35 1L_660T.

You have made a vow to God, Corban, doron.

If your parents come along with a need, “I am so sorry. | have
given it to God.”

It is so pious.

It is so self-righteous.

Most importantly the Bible doesn’t say that.

The Bible does say keep a vow.

But the Bible tells us also if you make a stupid vow, you better
change it.
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What they had done, they literally would say Corban over
everything they owned. “Corban, it is all for God.”

The Talmud says you can say Corban later and keep it for
yourself. The Talmud said, “you can do anything you want with
it.”

They were so selfish that they did not want to meet the needs
of their parents. So, to justify that, they developed this
tradition of saying Corban or doron. By saying that over
something, they therefore exempted it from having to be
given to the people who were in need.

Now, that was a direct violation of the law of God by one of
their traditions.

e They have replaced a normal, godly love and desire to
care for their parents, and to manifest a true changed
heart.

e They had replaced that with self-centred, external
religion.

e They had justified it by inventing a stupid, little game.

e They played to keep things back from their needy
parents.

Jesus is saying, “You are using your tradition to cause people
to disobey God in the honour of their parents.
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If you have said Corban, you cannot give it to your father. So,
you don’t need to feel guilty about it.

You don’t even have a choice.

If you have ever said Corban, even in a passion, you are not
allowed to give it.

Talmud says, however, later on you could decide to keep it for
yourself. | suppose you had come back and say, un-corban.

But this got to be so ridiculous that when somebody owed you
money, you could go to that person and say Corban on your
bank account. Therefore, that person’s bank account was
devoted totally to God, and you could make claim on it.

We think of tradition as something wonderful, and there are
traditions that are warm in their bringing to us memories of
past days and help us to keep culturally alive and sensitive.

But this kind of tradition is unbearable and godless.

Talmud said, “To be against the words of the scribes is more
punishable than to be against the words of the Scripture.”

So, the people believed these. So, they were going around
teaching this. Tradition.

Jesus says, you break the commandments of God.

True religion is all bound up in one basic word, “obeying” the

commandments of God from the heart.
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Jesus offers a commentary in verses 7 to 9 them right out of
Isaiah.

V 79, wrwssrrlr, o misewersGPissl: 8. @)bs
QRTHISET SEIEHET aurTuilerTed ersiTesfl_SFl0 GaFiibgi,
BB 6T 25 H\seflermsv TEITEN 6T
& 6UTLDLI6YOT DI 5] D T 1T 35 61T, gjauisst @) HSWGLT
TG &b STTLOmil aflevdlufl mEE g 0.
LOYIOGHOLIW  BDHLIHATHMT 2 LICSFEISETTSLI
Curdlsal, e swrmi TS 9}, IT & 60 6vT
CFIEpTiEer sTedTml, JFTWT HisasHMF BHeTHTIIF
QFrevedlullHESDmedT sTETMMIT.

Isaiah 29:13, @)bS WOTBIBET SHIG6T 6euTuUileOTTEV
eTeiTadflL_GBlev  CFibgl, ShIseT 2 FDHS6eflermsv
6TEITEN 6T & 6OTLD LI GHOT RN 5| D T T 561 9| 6UITSH6iT
BwaswCwr ererd@Gs Grywmil  aflvdlullmassngi;
SUiEeT eTeuH@GL LwliLGE!D Lwid weagrTCGs

Gurdlasasiiul L spHusherwruilhesEnsi.

Hypocrisy.

You are spiritual phonies.

An early Rabbi said, “There are ten parts of hypocrisy in the
world: nine at Jerusalem, and one everywhere else.”
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We could say today that there are ten parts of hypocrisy in the
world: nine in the Church, and one everywhere else.

If we know anything about Satan, we know that he invariably
corrupts with hypocrites the truth.

Hypocrites, playing a part.

God is not interested in ceremonial, ritualistic, traditional
religion. Tradition will damn your soul to hell if that’s all you
have got.

Jesus is not interested in tradition.

Jesus is not interested in people who draw near with their
mouth, who honour with the lip, but whose heart is far from
God, an empty pretence of worship.

Matthew 23:27, wrwéasTrrraw  CaugsurrsGy!
ufGFwGy! 2 _BISEHSE, G,
CleusiTememiiig SBLILIL L H6VVMM S EH& (&)
sriuTu e T, 9| WU 6T Lo bGu
S|VBISTTLOM I STeRTLILI(HILD, 2 eTGerGuir
wiflgseauiaserflsr 6TeID L& eifleuTTeYILD FH
I FSSSITTRID BlevDbS! S 1D.

All these indictments of the hypocrisy, of ceremonial, external,
ritualistic religion that just keeps traditions, or just goes
through ceremonies. The heart is not toward God.
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A heart of obedience and love and true worship.

They are putting human wisdom on the level of divine wisdom.
What a terrible thing.

Conclusion:

One of the supreme statements of God’s will is expressed.
Exodus 20:7, 26T GHauarradlw &idsbHewL_I BTLOSHMS
afemfiGe  auBISTSHLUTWTS; STSHPT SLDIPEHLW
Brwsems oG apkIGSDaIeneTd FHesTigwITLo6)
aflLmir.

We all know that command.
We have heard it many times.

If we have been raised in a Christian environment. We have
heard it said so often, “We are not to take the Lord’s name in
vain,” but we may not fully understand what that means.

The concept of name has to do with person, character, nature,
essence, who someone is.

Therefore, we are not to take God, in the fullness of who He is,

and treat Him in a vain way. That means empty, irreverent,
impious, insincere, phony, and fraudulent manner.
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Not taking the Lord’s name in vain, that is not limited to
cursing or something like that, but it means to treat God with
irreverence, to treat God with superficiality, with insincerity,
with phoniness, to bring to God empty worship, and
hypocritical honour.

God’s name is taken in vain more often in the Church than
outside of it, where people come and offer empty worship
with their needless repetition, their empty praise words,
singing without thought of God, praying with indifference,
hearing the Word, and never applying it.

All of this is empty worship, phony, hypocritical.
Such kind of worship is damnable.
It is condemned in the Word of God.

Isaiah  1:13-18, @afl efeor STWSMEHMaTS
CsTesT(Hour GouesrLmid;, FHTUBISTL (HG6V 6T S,
SmaupLiurlms Sog; Bhissr 9ESrwsGsrCL
9 Ff&Edlp wwrat  Uplsouwd, Quiie)breneTujLd,
FeOLEI L L Sengujld Bresr @)efldF Faldssiom’ GLebr.
14. o miser wrslilplyseverujd, o BIS6T
LIGRTI) D& EEHETWLD 6T  YSHIT  OlaumisSmai;
9| M6 6IT 6TV amSSLomuil(HdBS DI,
IausmerF &HwhH @ewersgHLCUTCersir.  15.

BBIS6T 2 BIG6T ewssemer aflflSTeYIb,  eTesr
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SETHEMeT 2 _BiSeweralll_(h) LWe»DEBECmeiT; bEIS6T
gSwmit Gg@uibLesTenflerTepiio CxBemsir; 2 mIS6T
D& 6T B\rs353)erred Blewwbd HEasmgi.16.
2 BIGWeTds  SWeallF  FHIlsfuBiser, o BIS6T
Slflepwseflet OUITOOTLIEHLI 6T BN EHBS,
wepairs sHPIL®H, SowoFiigme aill @
QU IBIS61T; 17. BeiTen Lo F WL LIl ujEIS6iT,
Blwrwgsensd Ca (B miIseT, 2OSSLILIL_L_alener
9 5M5z1, FEspPmi Ulsreweruiler Blurwgensujib,
aflgemauileir  euysemaswd  eflFTMymssr.  18.
oS THGeumid T (T BI 6T
TTMI STSST CIFTONISDTI, o BIS6T  LITeUBIHET
ACCIraTY((HHSTAID 2 dDHS Le»PeHWLIGLITY
CleueBTEMLOWITG)LD; 9| MU 6T @\rssribLrF

Aauiumrul{HSTaID LIEHFLICLTEVTGLD.

God wants to cleanse your hearts.
God wants to wash you on the inside.
God will not otherwise tolerate your empty, vain worship.

At the end of Isaiah, you have basically the same thing.

In fact, this entire prophecy is bracketed by a call for true
worship.
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Isaiah 66:1-2, &i$SHT OFTVYISIDGI 6TeTRTOQUISTDT6V:
QUTSTLD 6TeOTdHGHF FBISTFTLD, L 6TOTHGL LITSLILY,
BBIGET 6Tedh@GHdb SL (B0 Qpevwid erliigrin’ L g?
prer ShSlullhSG VGV erLiLgliL’ L g? 2.
TEITERIEHL_LI SILD B)swausemearelisveVTid

Amepy SFlerTed (@emeus OGlemevevmd 2 evorLmuiler

eTTM ST SS ClFTOIS DT, 9|, TTEILD
Apiewwiu’ @, yeoluilsy OGBTHIBIGSTH, eTedT
AUFSTH S5 S BOEGSDaienaTGw
CrraSlumiiGLedt.

Then God indicts them for their false religion.
Isaiah 66:3, LT L ewL Gleul (HEDausit LOgIOGMeTHS
CaTvgEDauaTTSa D, YL ewL L1  Leduil(BHlEmeusir

BTeOWdS HPSSNISSDSTTHO LD, &HTevwfldbenBeWILI

Lien L&l meussr LiesTm) Brss5mS LI
LIenL_& & DauesTTS6)|LD, STLIBI ST (hEpaieir
afl&dlressens WGBTS M ESDalaTTsea)d

B\mESpmeir, @euissr SEIS6T auflEemerCu C\BibHgI
CETeTEBSDTTSH6IT; @)UTHEHML_W YHBIOT HBIS6T
9| HaupLILSefleTCLo6v aflpLiLiwmullmEssngi.

It is all meaningless because your hearts are so perverted.
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Isaiah 66:5, &S HEWL_IW QUFITS5HI5 S
BOBGEDUTECar, YQUHMLIW  QITTHMSMIUIS
Gasephiser, eTer BTG JleflblSSD o BisewerL
UmEBEHBl, 2 BIGWeT IJLLYDL UGHSSHISD 2 BIS6T
F@HTSHIT, HTSST wSlewoLILIHUTTTS
TTSDTIECer, Ui o BISEHEGHF FHCSTOGLD
2 WILTGL Uy STewrlu@euri;  euisGerr
Qeu_sLILIHeuTias6r.

God wants genuine worshippers.

Amos 5:21-27, 2 _EIG6T LIGNTINEHHENETLI LINSES5SI
CeumiEHICmeir; 2 BiseT Y FfLIY BT S6fley 6TerTd @ Ll
flwidlevensy. 22. o BissT FaHeTLISHM6TLD
Gurger UdBeweTulD 6TOTHGL LIHLGSTILD [HT6T
Y EIESNES I GL6r, OCSTIEMLWTRT 2 BI%S6IT
MGESIED ) WGBTS B rLIedlEenerujLd [HT65T
Gpradll urisswrl GLer. 23. 2 er url (Hseflsr
B)ewrdFenev eTsiTemerTail " (b 9 SOHMI; 2 _6ir
afenemrsefleir genaFenpw pHrer Gl swrl GLeir. 24.
plwurTwp  SewenfewriGurevayd, B3I  uDDTS
BFleowls  Gureved  LrewheurdssLeugl.  25.
@evrGeusy UDFSSTCY, [BHBIGET URTTHSTSHBH GV
@\mbs BTOUFZ umHagbeuenruilsy LeSlEmeTu LD
ST EMBHMETULD 6TTHGHEF CFVIS Blevf TasCemrm?
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26. 15 1B 6iT 2 _BISEHdSE, 2 GHTL_Tdd5lesr
GorGerm@enL_w Fn L TTSenSULD, 2 _MmIG6iT
Caeuirmeflesr  BLFsSlr  prAwrslw 2 _MmIg6iT
@\ &FremLIBI 6l esr FULTSenSu|Ld
ENEAOE I OB e 27. 9}, WIT6V
2 _BISN6TS SOV G 0|& S 9LILTGsv
GCwr_HCeusit eTeiTm CFewewrsEmewL_w GHeuesr

ETEITEYILD BTLOIPSITOT ST GG ClFTOISDTIT.

Malachi 1:7-8, ereir LTLGFHTCOYL Y FFHHLOMEUT
IUUGMmSL UL ESDSleTTCuCW; Y eTTEILD
2_IbewLo eTFlesrrCGev 9| FSHSLILI(HS S Gevrmid
TS| TH6IT, HTSHBHEWLW LI 6T 630T6UOT
whHpiCurihensity BhissT GFTvgISDSlerTT
CovBw. 8. BhissT Heor eamewworeTensll Ledlull_&
C&TET()) UHSTEID g CLITLTLILIV, B HIS6T
& TEYTESTLOT6vT HSUJLD H&F6V Uiy SHemsujid
O\ TevsT (heu b S TEYILD 9|3l ELITeVEVTLILIVEV
TS THCem;, YwS b 2 6T YIIUFEBGHF CFVISS,
geusir 2 6irGuwev  UNfAlwwrulGlurGearr? o et
WPBSMSLI umirdiurGesrm eTeiTmI
Grenerasefier sirdsi Csl_Smmi.

Proverbs 15:8, SIEHTLOIT T & (W L_WI
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L6d) & &% [HdbE I (HeUHLILITRTSI;
@FbenLowrereuisefler Gg@uCLT Yeumda@L fwib.

Empty and hypocritical worship is intolerable to God.
So, some men worship ritualistically, ceremonially, legally,
with regulations. But what God wants is a heart worship.

Ezekiel 36:26, 2 BI&EH&HE BULTRT @)HSWSHMBHE
CEBTHSGI, 2 BIS6T 2 6TeansSICe0 LSlsTesr g allenuids
sl Leweruil_ (B, SVTer @)(HSWIHMS 2 BIH6T
oo F 5360 (Hb G5! T(hSSILICUTL(H), FEH S WLIT6UT
B\BBWSMS 2 EIHEHEGHDS 6\%THLIGLIEH.

God’s going to take away the stony heart and put a heart of
flesh. Because there must be a new heart.

Matthew 5:20, “GeUBLITT&HIT ufGsFwi
6TEITLION T35 Eh6W L_ILI b Sluilgib 2 _MmIG6T b3
9| Fswrullrrail’L_rev, urGeuras TR wsdle)
UrGeuflEsiomi e iaseir eTeITmI 2 _BI%E1hd &HF
CFTevsIH Cme6iT.

The kind of righteousness the scribes and Pharisees had was
external, superficial, rules and regulation, playing around with
the fence.
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The kind of righteousness that Jesus Christ demanded was that
of the heart.

Sermon on the mount Jesus says to them, “You say ‘Don’t kill
somebody,” but | say, ‘Don’t even be angry.” | am going deeper
than that to the very hard attitude.””

Jesus takes them from that external kind of behaviour, which
they had ascribed as truth, and He pushes it into the heart and
the attitude.

That is the reason Jesus was crucified.

Because the ceremonialists could not tolerate the religion of
the heart, because their hearts were black and sinful. They
were filled with the darkness and the night of sin.

May our worship be true.
May it be what God wants it to be.

You need to examine your heart. You need to look deeply
within your heart, to examine it.

Do you love Jesus Christ with all your heart, soul, mind, and
strength?

Do you long to be with Him?

Do you long to be in His presence?

Do you long to be like Him?

Do you long to obey Him from the heart?
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If you are going through the motions, God help you, because
tradition/ceremony is a damning thing.
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