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Protecting like the children in the Kingdom
Matthew 18:10-14

Matthew 16 Jesus said | will build My Church.

Matthew 18 Jesus shows how to live in that Church as a
Kingdom.

Matthew 28 Jesus tells the What the Church should do.

Matthew 18 becomes the cornerstone for the church.

Jesus is building His church, but we need to know how to live
in that Church Christ is building.

Matthew 18:1-5, Entering the Church.
Matthew 18:6-9, Caring in the Church.
Matthew 18:10-14, Protecting in the Church.
Matthew 18:15-20, Discipling in the Church.
Matthew 18:21-35, Forgiving in the Church.

Before the Church should do it purpose it should know how to
conduct itself.
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A familiar statement in V 11 in the Authorized.
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The earlier manuscripts of Matthew do not include that verse.
We believe that some scribes put it in.

Let me add that it is true, and it does belong in Luke 19:10.

We just don’t know how it got in Matthew 18, because in all
the early manuscripts, it isn’t there. When something isn’t in
the early manuscripts and it appears in the later manuscripts,
we figure somebody later on put it in.

We are not denying the truth.

It’s in Luke 19:10, and it’s true.

It just isn’t in this text, and we don’t know how it managed to
wiggle in.

Some well-meaning scribe thought it enhanced what Matthew
was saying. So just in case you wonder why | go right on by as
if it weren’t there, it isn’t there.

The passage is not talking about physical children.
It is not talking about infants and little children physically.

It is talking about the childlike believer, the one who knows
Jesus Christ, who has come as a child, who is the child of God.
The little child is simply an analogy to define the nature of one
who follows God and loves the Lord Jesus Christ.

It is talking about Christians under the analogy of little
children.



God protects for His children.
God cares for His children.

V 14, @euailsors, @hsF APlwmed gmeusrraleiid
& HUCUTagG  UTGTssFledl(hbasD 2 Biser
Ugrallsir figsL06060.

God is a God who cares for His own.

God cares for them equally!

V 10, “@)\bsF APlwifev s meusnewru)id,”
V 14, “@)\bsF APlwiflev spmeuesTTalg)id.”
Nobody gets eliminated.

It is very important that every single, individual Christian be
the utmost important to the care of God the Father.

Nobody comes into the kingdom except as a little child.

One who is humble, dependent, weak, and meek.

The high and the mighty, the lofty, the proud, and all that just
don’t come in. They aren’t interested and they don’t need
help.

The person who comes in comes when he senses his own
inadequacy, unworthiness, lowliness, childlikeness, and
desperate need for one to do what he can’t do for himself.
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Have you noticed that in Christianity?
Not many wise men meaning not many high-class great
intellectual.

There aren’t many intellectuals. Maybe few, but not many,
because they often are satisfied by their own intelligence.

There are not many mighty that has to do with the great, the
powerful, the famous, the influential.

There are not many nobles that has to do with the well-born,
the high-ranking, the royal, the high-class people basically
aren’t the ones who dominate the kingdom of God.

It is amazing to me that there are always those people who
want to be out there, thinking they can win those people to
the Lord.

| am sure you would have prayed for the famous personality to
be saved in sports, cinema, or politics so that the world can be
reached easily.
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This tells us is that God cares for common people.
God cares for the little ones.
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1 Corinthians 1:30, erSluilhéd DLy, GCusiTenLo
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e You don’t come into God’s kingdom by your intellect.

e You don’t come into God’s kingdom by your power and
influence.

e You don’t come into God’s kingdom by your birthright.

Those people just seem somehow to be so disinterested.

They seem to lack the kind of humility and desperation of a
little child that is necessary for anyone to enter the kingdom.
God has chosen the humble.

Now remember, the disciples were arguing about who was
going to be the greatest in the kingdom.

Jesus is giving them more of an answer than they expected.
He was telling them the greatest is the humblest.

You can’t even get into My kingdom unless you are humble.
If you want to be great in My kingdom, you must be humble.

The humble are the greatest.

They ought to be leading one another into righteousness.
Instead of looking down on each other and thinking yourself to
be worthy of elevation, you ought to be looking up at each
other, as God considers each to be equal.



These disciples needed to know that if they were going to push
themselves up, they were going to have to do it at the expense
of pushing someone else down. That was in violation of the
heart of the Father Himself.

For all in His kingdom are great are humble, because if they
weren’'t humble, they never would have gotten in His
kingdom.

They should have been seeking the welfare of one another.
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God looks up to them in terms of being underneath them to
consider their needs. A very important principle.

The rule and
The reason.

The rule

VvV 10, @bsF FAPwiflev spmeismerud  bHLLOTUI
6TERTENTT SLILG & ) eT&F&Ffdena wirul (HEIHei,
IuiEEhEGHNw CHeugTHiaser LIrGarEssGs0 erTesr
urvUlgreler Fyssens eriGuUTgID SMHsHmmiassr
eTITMI 2 BI%EHdGHF C\FTVISCM6iT.

“Be careful”
A very important command.

V 6, erareflLggled eldeurswrullpssln @b
APwflev pmaisdsE G)LDeV 2 QL Td @S meusit
TuUGarT, UL W HUSIlV  THITSBLMVE
iy, FYdSrsglet  YUSHC  eusmer
YUPS5SIEDSI SjuIEG BLTullBHSSGLD.

The word “despise” in the Greek is very interesting word.
Phroneo means to do with the mind and thinking.



Kata means down.
Kataphroneo is the Greek word used to translate as despise.

Don’t think down on people.

Don’t put yourself up here and look at them as if they were
below, you and beneath you. Looking at them with disdain,
indifference, as if they were valueless or useless or worthless,
holding them in contempt, not worth your consideration.

The command is very simple.

It could read like this, “Be warned. This should never ever
happen, that you look down on one of these little ones as if he
were without value.”

Don’t ever do that.

“One of these little ones.”

Little ones has to do with Christians, not with little babies.
Babies can’t believe in Jesus Christ. They don’t know Him.

The little ones to whom Jesus refers is the group of believers.
So don’t look down on one believer, not one.

That numerical addition is very important. “Don’t look down
on one, not one.”

The world has done this.
The world has looked down on the Christians.
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It is enough that the world looks down on Christians.

It is enough that they are looked down on, ridiculed, despised,
disdained, held in contempt, and thought to be worthless and
useless and of no value.

The Lord is primarily concerned here with how Christians treat
Christians.

Unfortunately, the church has caught the spirit of the world.
We seem to get the world’s diseases so easily.

In the world they despise the simple, and humble.

But they inevitably exalt the great and lift the stars and the
heroes.

The Lord in heaven cares for the little ones equally.

The words of Jesus are emphatic. He sets a constant warning
in motion against looking down at one single one of God’s little
children, no matter how seemingly valueless, he or she might
appear. Don’t do it.

Psalm 15 talks about the heart of the true worshipper.

Psalms 15:4, QSETSAUGT IUST LITTEWUSGSH
FSIPLILITESTOUGHT; HiTH% [HdELI LwbgeurEenerGuir
S@TIOLGTENS DTeT,  gewenrTuil L Flev  HerdE
Ha3L_LD UBSTEYILD SeuDTF (HdSDTeir.
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We honor all those who fear the Lord, no matter where they
are in their social status.

Never be guilty of looking down at God’s children no matter
who they are.

We are very good at criticizing.

We are very good at laughing at peoples’ weaknesses,
ridiculing their failures.

The ways we look down on other Christians.

1. Showing off your liberty.

Romans chapter 14 and 15.

The implication of chapter 14 is that there were some
Christians who had been Christians for a while cut their
traditions from Judaism. They weren’t following the Sabbath
and dietary laws etc.

They were free and living in violation of the old traditional
Sabbath law. They really weren’t bound by that anymore.
Understood their freedom in Christ.

There were a group of new Christians coming along, and they

had just come out of that, and still bound in their conscience
because of years of loyalty.
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They were bound to the Sabbath,
They were bound to the festivals,
They were bound to certain kind of dietary laws.

Paul says, “Don’t you that have been freed from that use your
liberty to oppress those other people and to cause them to
stumble, and to grieve them, injure and to wound them.”

We look down on other Christians when we flaunt our liberty
with the attitude.

1 Peter 2:16, &Wrerpererauisermuilpbgid 2 Bigker

HWTS THMSBD BT &GTSS|D G CPLVTHD
& eI L6, CH6UMIHE; I)1q-6WLOSETT US| (HEIH6IT.

The person who says, | don’t care what those people over
there think, | am free to do this if | want. It’s not forbidden in
the Bible. | am going to do this, even if it does make them
stumble. They are not going to make me conform to their
standard. | can’t go through my whole life trying to adjust to
everybody’s problems.

Paul says in Romans 14, “Don’t destroy the kingdom of God in
the life of that person for the sake of something you drink or

something you eat.”

You don’t want to live like that, because you don’t want to live
with the consequences of living like that.
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You certainly don’t want to violate the principles of the
Saviour. So, one way we despise other people is by flaunting
our liberty.

Romans 14:3, y&fsSmeusit LFwrg)masaspaiener
9| D LILD TG WIGHSTE3uTIT ) (15 L1 LI T T T 5,
LAwrFmds & meisyld &S S meauenerds
@hpaureflursd  SissrImuurearrs,  CHeuer
9|uMAIT JDMIHCETeRTL TG .

You despise someone when you use your liberty against their
conscience.

2. Looking down on the lowly.

James 2:1-8, ettt FC&HTHrCr, AlewLoUj6iTOT
bW ST Srralw @)CuaslPlevg ailsrGLoger

e aflFaursFsemnsLi Ul Furss585TCL
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EureTGLTSrepLo LB g1 & @& 6iTem eV apLd
SMSIBSED @B WPIOIDILD, SHewSWITaT austZTid
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eTeTmIlD; SMGSlrewerss uTisg: b YBGs Blevg,
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You despise people: by looking down on the lowly.
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Considering people under your social station in life as
unworthy of your concern or attention.
We do that.

3. Despise the person by withholding needs.

1 Corinthians chapter 11, the church had come together
regularly for a love feast and the Lord’s Supper.

1  Corinthians  11:20-21, Brsst  @flL_GFlev
FlgUBLCUTSI, aueTalsT  FeiTser  OFTHS
Curnersems whslF FTUUQSDTeT,  PHEUeHT
ufAwrullmESprer, spmeausit Geuplwimull | mmresr.
21. @)y & Q&
Sl SirSSHewLw @) rmLiGLITE)6sTLDLICHT ] S6V6D6)
Geu.

Now how would you like to go to a potluck like that, where all
the people who brought the food came an hour early. By the
time the crowd came, it was all eaten by the people who
brought it.

1 Corinthians 11:22, YHA&SDSHGD G4SSDSDHDEL0
2 msEhE@G ofHser @veweoowr? CzeaugmienLw
FeOLIHW 9| FL_6WL_LicvsTesf], B)svevrseuisener
Caul SLILUBSHBNTTHOTT? 2 BISEHEG BHTET 6T6T6UT
G&Fmeve Coueir? [T IS EES 2 _BISE6TLI
L& pCauGerr? LjsGLpetr.
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The result of this is that one is hungry. The people who didn’t
have anything are the poor of the church. They came hoping
to find some food brought to them by those who had the food.
But the people who had it all ate it all up.

We have half the group drunk, and half of them hungry.
We despise a person by withholding what he needs.
4. Despising someone’s physical appearance.

2 Corinthians 10 very fascinating chapter. These self-styled,
egotistical, proud, self-appointed representatives of God were
condemning Paul.

They really despised him.

2 Corinthians  10:10, SUEIMHL W  BI(HLIBIS6T
urrGuIrFeneTujid  LIIpLpeTeTenaIder;, Fif rdglesr
CasrhmCuwr wuevaferapd, eusFerd Y DuEpLoTU®HE
S O\geiTEpmirasGer.

They are ridiculing Paul’s physical features.

Despising him by ridiculing someone’s physical features,

mocking their appearance or their way of speech.

We can do this. The high-class, the rich and beautiful and the
media just continually pumps a stream of that stuff out.
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They are the only people worth talking to.
They are the only people whose opinions matter.

D.L. Moody went to Cambridge, the most educated. He was to
speak, and he said at the beginning of his message, “Don’t let
nobody never tell you God don’t love you, because He do.”

He got their attention. He had been mocked in the press for
his lack of proper English.

We look down on people so often because of their physical
appearance, or because of their simple vocabulary, or their
simple clothing, their simple lifestyle, their modest living
accommodations. We are not to do that because it is wrong.

5. Looking with indifference on a Christian who has
fallen.

Galatians 6:1-3, &FC&TasrGr, sp@meusit wWTGST(H
GDODSSlev  YsuuL LT, Y alldsGHlweairserralw
15 1B 6T FTHG (LpsiTem 9 aCurGL
QUG L auenesrd  FrCUTHBSLI  LISTEIBIES6IT,
puy GCFradléssiuLTEUnydsE o eTeneard @GDSSBI
eaFFflasemswuruilm. 2. @meui UTTSMS @rHoUT
&b, @)Ly Guw dplsvgialsenLw Lrwresrdens
Blewmn GeuhHmIBIEsT. 3. 2 (HQU 6T, SITeT
RTMILOVVTS (HHSBID, HeTewerr @h G LITHLCL_siTm)
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We can look down in disdain on people, by looking with
indifference on a Christian who has fallen.

He made his choice, and that’s the way he chose to live.

That is not the way to treat that person. You are to restore him
in meekness, humility.

It takes humility to be willing to do that.
You have got to come down off your thing.

| am too good to soil my hands with this guy who stained his
life.

| will come down there and | will lift you up.

| will carry your burden.

| will fulfill the law of Christ.

What is the law of Christ?
We should love.

How do we despise others?

By showing off our liberty,

By looking down on the lowly,

By withholding from those in need,

By ridiculing someone’s physical features,
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By looking with indifference on a Christian who has fallen.

vV 10, @bsF FAPwiflev gpmeismerud ) bHLLOTUI
6TERTENTT SLILG & 3 eT&F A& ena wirul] (HEI 6,
IuiEEHEGHNw CHeugTHiser LIrGarEssGs0 erTesr
urvUgreler Fyssens eriGuUTgID SMHsEmmiassr
eTITMI 2 BISEHdGF C\FTLISCM6iT.

Don’t do it.
All these ways are to be rejected.

The reasons.
Three reasons. V 10, 12, 13, 14.

V 10, 9jauisends@Gflu Caaugrsissr LrGorassdslG

6T6dT urwUilgreailer FYPBHMB eTIGLIT )LD

SHFEBEDTTEH6iT TOTM 2 MBS EHEBGHF ClFTLIFSCme6ir.
a) Angels

Why should we not look down on another Christian?
Because of their relation to angels their relation to angels.

Up in heaven, God’s people have some angels.
“Their angels.”

They belong to believers.
They are our angels.
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They are for us.

Hebrews 1:14, @i AliewuF
&b d LGS meui e evf] OSSO
oarifluiehE\FiIuibLIg &S, 9| 6T STV (LD

gUuiu@GhD  uenflellen g ellserrullmasaspmi

S6T6VEVEM T ?

Angels in heaven are ministering spirits sent to serve God’s
people.

How could you ever look down on these little ones, when
they are the special care of the angels, the holy angels, the
eternally holy angels?

The ones who do always behold the face of My Father.

They are holy.

Those who live in the presence of God, those who have access
to the third eternal throne of the Father in heaven, those holy
creatures are the special angels given to the care of My little
ones.

You better be careful how you treat the little ones. You don’t
want a bunch of holy angels on your neck.

Now let me tell you what this verse doesn’t mean.
It doesn’t mean that every little baby has a guardian angel for

two reasons:
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e First of which, it doesn’t say.
e Second, itisn’t talking about physical babies.

It also does not mean that every single Christian has his own
personal angel.

it doesn’t say that either.

It just says their angels, collectively, are in heaven standing in
the very presence of God.

They are the angels of His presence.

They are the holy angels who have access to His
throne.

They behold His face.

Those angels have as their special assighment the care
of God’s little ones.

We can’t conclude from that text that every single baby/
Christian has his own angel.

The angels will be wasting their time when we are asleep just
sitting around.

it wouldn’t make any sense at all. There are times when some
of us need a whole bunch of them, and we would have to
borrow them from somebody else.

That’s not taught in Scripture.
It did become believed in Judaism.

However, the Jewish tradition and superstition.
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It appears in the story called Tobit, where every little child has
his own angel. In fact, the Jews did believe this in the time of
our Lord.

Acts 12:15, Qjeuirser. 5 LsDOmidlpmil eTeiTmmiaseir.
uGerr YauisrOeTeTy 2 MIFWTiIF FTISST6IT.
SLICILIT Q&I S| SH6iT: S| (HEnL_WLI

STSeTTull(HEBHEOTLD 6TEIT DT H6IT.

They were praying for him to get out, they just believed he
would.

Now that wasn’t necessarily theologically correct.
What it did was articulate a superstition at the time.

The superstition was that everybody had an angel, and that
when you died, it was very likely that your angel. Then they
would appear to the people who loved you after your death to
let them know that you had gone. So, they were saying that
this means Peter’s dead.

They articulate that common superstition that is not taught in
Scripture at all.

All it’s saying in that verse is that God has all these angels
standing in His presence, indicating their infinite holiness.
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They are dispatched for the care of His little ones.
It is like the Eastern custom where there were people who
stood in the presence of the king.

1 Kings 10, and 2 Kings 25,

Talks about those who stand in presence of the king.

This King, the King of all kings, has in His presence these
specially set apart holy beings. They are for the care of His
children.

When you are messing with God’s children, even the least and
the lowliest of them, you are fooling around with those whom
the angels are spent to care for.

It may well be that the weaker, the lowlier, and the meeker
they are, the more angels minister in their behalf.

The first reason that we are to care for God’s children is
because of their relation to angels.

b) Their relation to Christ.

V 5 @uduyinlL  @@m Udrenerenw  eTer
BTSNl  FDMISCETsTEHEDaleT 6TeiTemesT
71D M1 3 6\ T6iT (615 35 M T6dT.
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Do you remember when we studied that the believer is one
with Jesus Christ?

So that when you despise a believer, in effect who are you
despising Jesus Christ.

Luke 10:16, Fagewr GCBTHP: 2 BISHEHSSGF
CFaflCsT(HEEDeusit sTed@GF OlFallelsT®H &S DTeiT,
2_MBISGEn6Ir 9| FL_6WL_LIGHTSIDI | M 6 6dT 6TEITEN 6VT
9| FL_L_LIGHTSIDI S| DT 63T, 6TEITEM6UT
I FLHL_ LIS DeusiT eTeTemar jsylliLilerauenr

| FL_EHL_LIGHTEDI S| DT6IT 6TEITDTIT.
Jesus was sending out the seventy, two by two.

Christ is one with His little ones.

When you look down on one, no matter how lowly, humble,
unattractive, simple, deprived of earthly fare, and you look at
that person as if they were of no value, of no use, of no worth,
you look down on Jesus Christ.

He thought it was not something to hold onto to maintain His
glory. But He came down for the sake of that lowly one and
purchased that lowly one with His own precious blood. Great
price.

25



The Pharisees and the scribes, when they found somebody
that was lowly, or insignificant or uneducated, untrained, not
intellectual, no influence, no money then they despise them.

Very opposite of the Messiah.

Matthew 12:20, 9jauir BlwrwsSH@ C@wkISlenL_&asLl
LI 05T 51 351 ) 611 69 I 5 3 LD, Qpbs [HITERTEHEV
WPD&SSTLOSYIILD, Lom135] erfl&lm Flifleww

D|EMMTEHSBTLOSYILD @) (HLILITIT.

A bruised reed trying to stay up in the wind but bruised and
about to bend and fall over.

Smoking flax trying to stay light. The fire is trying to be alive,
but all that’s left is a small, little indication of light. The smoke
is coming, and it indicates its flickering out.

When Jesus finds one who is broken and one whose life light is
flickering, He doesn’t break it further and stomp out the flame

that is remaining as the Pharisees did.

He doesn’t break the bruised reed.
He doesn’t quench the smoking flax.

Rather, He strengthens the bruised reed, and
He fans to flame the smoking flax.
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The weak, helpless, the powerless, those destroyed by sin and
suffering.

Those lacking resources and the world push aside and
tramples, despises, crushes, and treats with contempt.

The Lord loves and gathers the broken people to His heart.
v" He heals the sick.

He raises the outcasts.

He cheers the fearful.

He strengthens the doubters.

He feeds the hungry.

AN NN

He forgives the sinners.

He takes on their sorrow, takes on their pain, and exchanges
His love.

When you despise a little one, you do so against the holy
angels and the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.

c) The relation of believers to the Father.

A parable is given.

V 12, 2 m&EpEE@ erluns GCsrermiding? @m
LIRSS BTY %O E6T(HES, Jjemaseflsd @erp
fAsPILGuresTTe, 9jeueir LwHmH
CFTaTaTHODTHTLSI Y (HEBMaTujld  LOeMeVS66D
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afl_@WLi GumiiF HAsPILICGUTeTENSS
GaLmrwedmriLTGsrm?

If a man had a hundred sheep, he would be a wealthy man. If a
man had a hundred sheep, he might not miss one if it strayed
away. Normally if all they were was hundred sheep.

There is only one way a man would do that he had have to
know that sheep was gone.

If you are out there in the field and the pasture, and the sheep
are roaming all over the place, how are you going to know that
sheep was gone?

Are you going to have to stop and try to count those
meandering sheep all over the place?

| don’t think so.

| think the idea here is very beautiful.

| think a shepherd was so well acquainted with his sheep, that
he missed the presence of one because of its uniqueness, not
because it didn’t add up when it was mathematically charted.

It wasn’t a question of counting all day long, it was a question
of missing one, because you didn’'t see the inimitable
characteristics of that one sheep that you knew was wellbeing

acted out on the stage of the field.

The shepherd really knew every sheep.
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Most of the shepherds would know every little peculiarity
about every sheep, every little thing that the sheep did that
was unique to that sheep. Because they would inspect them
every night as they were taking into the fold for the night. So,
the shepherd would miss the one sheep.

V 13, jeueir 9emsd HanT(HLiligS5Tev, ASPICUTSETS
O\ TevsTamTH G\ TETLIG 9}, (DB W6 & DS
FbhGsTa3ll LGS DS LTTSEQID, WBHSD S5
9| FswritF FHGsragliLiHeursr eTarmi, CouiiwrsGe

2 _BISEHdSGF ClFTLeISIGmeir.

A simple parable.
Maybe the simplest parable the Lord ever gave, very easy to
understand.

V 14, @lsuailsors, @bsF APlwifley spmeusTTalg)d
s HLUCUTagG  UTCTsSFd(HSSD 2 BT
Ugreilsr Asssve.

God cares for His little sheep.

Luke 15: 3-7, 9jUiTHEHSG euir  GFTeiTeIr
2 auswwreugl: 4. o Bseafled @@ eYagET BHTHI
9 Hsewer 2 _ewL_weuarTull(hbgl, Yjewaiseaflsy germi
ST ERTTLOM GurerTev, C\% TevTERITH O\ D TETLIGI
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2_eorL_muflpd @ Lo eTeiTm)] 2 _BI%EWhdb G F

CFTevsI S Cm6iT.

Here it is used in reference to unbelievers.
Matthew 18 it is used in reference to believers.

In each case, it fits the context and the intent of the Lord.
Palestine, it was easy for sheep to go astray. There were little
valleys, hills, and ledges everywhere. They could wander off.
Palestinian shepherds became experts at tracking lost sheep.
Snatching them out of lions, pulling them from thorn bushes,
getting them off ledges where they had become stuck.
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If that little sheep was brought back alive, and it was wrapped
by its legs around the neck of its shepherd. There would be
rejoicing in his heart, more than the ninety and nine that
didn’t go anywhere. This is a real shepherd’s heart. Each sheep
was important.

The implication here is a Christian who wanders off into sin,
moral sin, spiritual sin, false doctrine, whatever kind. Here is
the drifting Christian who wanders away from the flock, and
he is missed by the Father.

This wasn’t true of the spiritual leaders in Israel.
e They could have cared less.
e They devoured the sheep.
e They never brought them back.

e They never bound up their broken wounds.

But the true shepherd did.
He always has.

1 Peter 5:7, eI 2_EISEN6IT
aflFrf&speurTerLig wmre, 2 _BIG6IT

HUMEVEHMETOILIVTLD jauTGLoe) emardgial(HIEIEeT.

God cares for every single one of them.
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The Bible says repeatedly, “There is no respect of persons with
God.”

God doesn’t play any favorites.

God doesn’t say anything about the sheep.

God doesn’t say His fattest sheep, His best sheep, His most
valuable sheep, His pet sheep.

It didn’t matter, it was just one of the sheep.

But every one of them was equally important to the Lord,
because there is no specific valuation given to one over
another.

Job 34:19, @)quilpés, Urysseflesr wadbensLl
LITTLOgYILD, 6TenPenWLILITT&ElgID ggeuflweurener
I|DELOTl  eTevsTaRTTLONID @) HESDaueny GCBrdas
@)iLgF GFTeveveVToT? @)euiTEH6iT 6TEVVT(HLD Hy6uiT
SrEiIsefer EiflswpwGw.

God is not particularly fancied by princes, nor does He fancy
them to be better than paupers.

And even in Matthew 25, when men are judged and sent into
eternal hell for what they have done, He says, “Because you
have not done it unto the least of these, My brethren.”

There is no respect of persons with God.
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Application.

What do we see about the love of the shepherd here?
i) Individual love.

One sheep gone out of a hundred, yet the shepherd wouldn’t
rest till he brought it home.

That is the Shepherd Father’s love.
It is an infinite love.
He sees not flocks, but individual sheep.

Everyone has a special, intimate relationship with Him.

To understand eternity in terms of its very special meaning
that | will be in heaven to God what no one else there will be
to Him because | am an individual. That makes heaven
wonderful.

How could God care about one over another?

It isn’t that He cares about one over another.

It is that every one of them is so unique!

In the relationship to the eternal God, throughout the all the
eons of forever, an intimacy that cannot be known by any
other than the one who shares it.

God knows the sheep and with perfect knowledge, He misses
one who strays. So, it is an individual care.

ii) Patient love.
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God has more patience for His foolish children than we do, |
think. Sheep may be foolish, but the shepherd still brings them
back.

He doesn’t say that was a foolish sheep anyway. Just let it go.

Shepherd won’t be saying that this is the third time this week
that sheep has done that. | hope a lion gets that sheep. | am
not going out there one more time for that sheep.

The thing is skinny, anyway; and by the time we slaughter the
thing, isn’t going to mean anything for meat.
That’s not the heart of God. It is a patient care.

iii)  Seeking care.

God is out there seeking this. It pursues.

When you get ready to come back, let Me know.

No. It’s not a sheep crawling back, and flopping over on its
back, and putting its feet up in the air, and saying, “Please take
me back,” and some kind of reluctant forgiveness is offered.

No. A seeking care, a forgiving care. There is restoration here,
brought back into the fold.
| don’t see any beatings or punishments.

iv)  Rejoicing.

There is no contempt. There is no grudge.
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This is the first time. Three times, you are gone. None of that.
Forgiving.

He rejoices more over the one that came back than the one
that stayed. You understand that.

A mother with a lot of children would rejoice more over the
one that walked away from the Lord and lived a dissolute life,
and then turned repentant, came back, and embraced Jesus
Christ than she would all the rest who stayed home and never
went that way.

A mother who has all kinds of children, maybe in her little
home, and one of them becomes deathly ill, and survives the
ilinesses, and is restored to health.

She is going to have greater joy over the restoration of that
child’s health than she will have, at that time, over the health
of the others that never was broken.

That’s just part of life.

When you are rescued out of the sea, there is a greater
rejoicing than if you had never been in the sea to begin with.

When you survive a disaster, there is a greater rejoicing in

survival than ever there would have been in your life if you
hadn’t had the disaster to start with. So, we understand that.
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V 14, @euailsiors, @)bsF APwmed spmeusTralayiid
s HLUCUTag  UTCTESF(HSED 2 BT
Ugraflsir 55106060.

The word “perish,” apollumi.

Sometimes in the Bible it means “to die and go to hell.”

Sometimes in the Bible it can mean “to be scarred or marred.”
Sometimes it can be “to be ruined,” “to enter into a disaster.”

1 Corinthians 8:11, and Romans 14:15 of believers who are
ruined in their spiritual life, not in the final perishing in hell
sense, but

» it ruins their spiritual progress,

» it ruins their spiritual power,

> it destroys their usefulness to God.
That is what its use is here.
It is not the will of your Father who’s in heaven that one of
these little ones should be spiritually marred, wounded, and
ruined.
God cares, Christ cares, and the angel’s care. Because of this,
beloved, take heed that you despise not one of these little
ones.
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