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Disciplining like the children in the Kingdom
Matthew 18:15-20

Matthew 16 Jesus said | will build My Church.

Matthew 18 Jesus shows how to live in that Church as a
Kingdom.

Matthew 28 Jesus tells the What the Church should do.

Matthew 18 becomes the cornerstone for the church.

Jesus is building His church, but we need to know how to live in
that Church Christ is building.

Matthew 18:1-5, Entering the Church.
Matthew 18:6-9, Caring in the Church.
Matthew 18:10-14, Protecting in the Church.
Matthew 18:15-20, Discipling in the Church.
Matthew 18:21-35, Forgiving in the Church.

Before the Church should do it purpose it should know how to
conduct itself.
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Acts chapter 5.
What took place for person named Ananias and his wife,
Sapphira.

They were in the church and they sold a piece of property and
kept back some of the price.



He had the freedom to decide to sell the property so he decided
to sell the property. He had every right to keep whatever he
wanted for himself.

There was no mandate from God to sell your property, nor is
there a mandate from God to give all of what you get for your
property to the church.

So, he was making choices.
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What was the lie?

Obviously, this man had said, “lI am giving everything to the
Lord. | am giving everything | received out of this transaction to
the church. | am bringing everything and laying it at the
apostles’ feet for the work of the gospel in the beginning of the
church.”



He didn’t have to sell it.
He didn’t have to give it all.
He didn’t have to lie either.
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Dropped dead in front of the whole church.
Who killed him?
God killed him.

Great fear came on all who heard of it.
A great way to keep people out of the church.

Don’t go there, people die.
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Jews didn’t embalm.

You die then they buried you.

Church service went on well over three hours.
His wife shows up three hours late.



As she was walking in, they were carrying her husband out.
Peter responded to her and now we find out what they did.
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What is the Lord trying to do?

Is He trying to prevent the church from growing?

Why in the world would the first instruction given to the church
in Matthew 18 not be some kind of instruction that makes it a
warm and fuzzy environment that people might like to come to?

Why is it that at the very outset in the very first church in
Jerusalem, the Lord does such a dramatic thing as execute two
people who lied to Him right in front of the church so that
everybody knows you can die in that place?

That is not exactly putting out the welcome mat.
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One of the objectives of the church is to make the church’s
commitment to holiness on their own.

This has been turned on its head in our society and our brand of
evangelicalism.

One of the objectives of the church is to be so committed to
holiness, purity, virtue, righteousness. This is so clear, and
obvious. Very open that people who are not interested in these
will not join the church.

This is the absolute opposite of the contemporary approach.

e To hide our commitment to righteousness,

e To hide our commitment to holiness,

e To hide our commitment to virtue,
So that nobody will at all think we aren’t the most loving,
accepting, open, embracing people on the planet.

Just the absolute opposite.

How the church going to grow?
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This is the strategy and plan.



How do you make that happen?
Have God kill a few people at the offering, become vocally,
verbally, visibly concerned about holiness.

Be so righteous and so committed to obedience to the Word of
God that no one on his own will join.

Then what will happen is the Lord will add to the church. That'’s
the way the church grows legitimately. The Lord adds to the
church.
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The church is a group of people who have been saved.
o Itis not a place that accommodates the unsaved.
o lItisthe place that to be avoided if you are unsaved.

Itis not a place designed to make the unsaved feel welcome and
feel comfortable.

Do | have a great desire to build this church?

Because in a very little while our Church grew very fast.

I have no desire to build the church because Jesus said He would
build the church and | don’t want to compete with Him.

This is not my church. This is His church.
Christ builds His church and do that which He has called me to
do as an instrument by which He can do His work.



It was very clear to me at that time that this issue of holiness in
the church in dealing with sin was monumental.

If this is Christ’s church and it’s going to honour Christ and He is
going to build His own church His way, then we have to be
committed to obedience to His Word.

Matthew 18.

How could you preach against sin and not implement?
You couldn’t convince people that you were serious about sin if
all you did was preach against it.

If there was anything that we knew to be true in the Scripture
that we were unwilling to follow, then there was a severe
breach in our integrity.

Then our approach to Scripture became completely selective
and there was just no place for that.

| was convinced in my heart about the commitment to
scriptures to be true and to believe them completely. Not only
just to believe but to implement in my life right from the time |
was born again.

| have been in lots of churches and seen lots of churches where
they preached against sin.
| had never seen one where they did anything about sin.



It just seemed to me that you were undermining everything you
said.

If people got the idea that you were good at preaching against
sin but indifferent to dealing with it, that was a very serious lack
of integrity.

Matthew 18 and Acts 5 and 1 Corinthians 5, where Paul says to
put out the leaven that leavens the lump, put out the immoral
man.

In 2 Thessalonians 3 where you are told again as a church to put
out someone who is disruptive of the truth or contentious.

In 1 Timothy 1 where you have even leaders that had to be put
out of the church. It seemed to me there was no way around
this responsibility.
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What'’s the context here?
The context is the childlikeness of the believer.

We are in the city of Capernaum could be in the very home of
Peter. Jesus has on His lap a little child as an illustration.



He is talking about the childlikeness of the believer.
The child is an illustration of childlikeness.

He begins by saying we all enter the kingdom like children.

If you don’t become a child, you can’t even enter the kingdom.
We come in humble, dependent, and without accomplishment
et cetera.

Now that we are in the kingdom, we remain as children.
» We need to be cared for as children.
» We need to be protected as children.
» We need to be respected as children.

All of that is in the opening 14 verses.
Now Jesus turns to say, and we need to be disciplined like
children.

Children need to be disciplined.
When they do what is wrong, they need to be confronted and
corrected and restored.

The Word of God itself does that.
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Jesus says that word of God cuts, cleanses, and purges. It is the
Word that washes.

So, itis the work of the Word to purify the church by confronting
sin and dealing with sin and showing the path of obedience and
restoration.

It is the work of the Spirit.

The Spirit is none other than the Spirit of holiness who desires
His church to be holy. That’s why He does His sanctifying work
in us.

This is the work of the Word.
This is the work of the Spirit of God.

It must to be our work.
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It is not a surprise to us then that our Lord starts out by saying,
my concern in the church is the holiness, righteousness, purity,
and obedience of My people.
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The greatest grief is the unholiness of the church and its
accommodation to the unsaved.

When spiritual leaders aren’t committed to everything in the
Word of God the church becomes pure. We have no choice.

This is the Lord’s will for His church.

Even if people started dropping dead in front of this pulpit on
Sunday for lying to the Holy Spirit, which was unique to the
apostolic era, but even if it happened, the Lord would not be
restrained in His divine purpose and power to add to His church
because that’s His work.

The illusion is that you and | can grow the church, that we have
the power to grow the church by our cleverness, by our
ingenuity, by our style, by our winsomeness, by our words.

There is no higher court than the church.
The church is any duly constituted body of redeemed people.

The actual church is not born until the Day of Pentecost, Acts
chapter 2.

This is preliminary to the church, but it is still an ekklésia. It is

still called out ones assembled together under God as
redeemed people.
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The instruction here is for any assembly of those people to the
church. At this particular point, there were assembled believers
together in Capernaum who would constitute the body of
redeemed people with this kind of responsibility.

Not long after this the church is born and this becomes the
mandate for the church’s life. There is no higher court.

Through history there have been all kinds of authorities
developed. Popes, bishops, cardinals, houses of bishops, synods
composed of clerics.

The New Testament knows nothing of that. All it knows is a local
church, an assembly of believers who have been ekklesia, ek
kaleo, called out, a saving efficacious salvation call.

They constitute a body of people who are responsible to pursue
their own holiness. There may be times when a collection of
ministers has to move in to a church and deal with it because
that church has so defiled itself, or so drifted into error, but the
church locally remains the highest court.
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What sin?
To what degree?

13



It doesn’t tell us what sin and it doesn’t tell us to what degree
because any sin to any degree is a defilement.
If your brother sins, go and reprove him in private.

Don’t talk about it to other people, which is the tendency, isn’t
it?

If your brother sins.

Any sin is a defilement.

Any sin not only defiles his life, not only because it may involve
you personally, defiles your relationship.

But any defilement of any believer becomes a defilement of the
whole because we are one body.

So, you go in private.
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Which would mean, “l understand that. | regret that. | want to
turn from that.” That’s what you are looking for.
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Do you know that inside the very church you can lose people?
You can’t win him back if you haven’t lost him.
You can’t gain him if he wasn’t a loss.

The word “won” or “gained,” is a commercial word.
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It’s a word taken out of the marketplace.
Right at the very beginning the purpose of this confrontation is
to win the brother, to gain the brother.

Some people have the idea that church discipline is to throw
people out of the church. It is not. It is to keep people in the
church pure.

This verb, “won” or “gained,” is a word used to refer to
accumulating wealth.
Used in its context, it has the idea of a sinning brother being a
loss to the fellowship.

When restored, being a gain.
It is a like wealth regained.

When somebody sins and repents and moves on. But those sins
that we do not abandon and do not turn then we won’t repent.

When someone follows in that kind of pattern of sin, we have
lost that person as a brother through that sin. So, we go to
recover him because he has value.

Why does he have value?
e Because the Spirit of God dwells in him.
e Because he is gifted by the Holy Spirit to have a ministry
in the church to all the rest of us.
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e Because he is an instrument by which God can do His
work in the church and through the church in the world.

This is the inherent idea here.

This one sinning person is so valuable that you go and endeavor
to get him back.

In the church if we are not willing to confront someone’s sin,
then we don’t see them as having any value.

Christ sees them as having value.

Chrit paid the infinite price for them.

Christ gives us the responsibility, like a parent, to go after our
wandering children.

We have grown children at this time, but when we were raising
our little four children, discipline was a regular routine in our
family.

The discipline was driven totally by our all-consuming love for
them.

The fear was they would be lost to us and to the kingdom.

So whatever discipline was necessary to make them feel the
pain of their own sinfulness, we inflicted it upon them.
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Every time they drift into sin, they were disciplined for the
purpose of restoration because they are so priceless. We feel
that way about our children, and our Lord is saying that’s how
we should feel about the children of God.
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o Understanding human frailty,

o Understanding the power of temptation,

o Understanding the residing flesh,
We go after these people, desiring to restore them because
they have value.

The word restore, katartizo, means to repair.
A medical term used of resetting fractures, or mending bones,
putting dislocated limbs back in place.

The idea then of this dealing with sin is certainly not to put

people out. It is to restore them because they have so much
value.
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We do it in a spirit of gentleness. Never should this be harsh.
Always it should be in compassion, tenderness, sympathy,
patience, mercy because you understand fallenness. It’s our
universal experience.

Our model for this is actually God.
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We are following the pattern of God which is the pattern of
restoration.

v" God goes after His sinning children to bring them back.
v" God uses us in the church to do that.

This is why it is so important.
This is God’s work.

Next principle in verse 16 is given, because this needs to be a
relentless process, given the value of the person.
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This takes us back to the Old Testament, to the book of
Deuteronomy.
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God established the pattern those accusations needed to be
proven and attested by two or three witnesses. Verification of
any fact called for two or three confirming witnesses.

So, if the person doesn’t respond to you, you get a couple of
brothers and you go back and confront again.

Make sure that all the data is correct and that you call that
person back to repentance and restoration.

You do it collectively with the hope that he will listen, or she will
listen and you will gain your brother, gain your sister. It’s always

that that is the point.

We go to that extreme.

19



What if they don’t listen then?
V 17, auiseps@ Ieaear 6FallosmrmonGurermey,
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Tell the whole church.

Tell the whole church such and such a person is following in a
pattern of sin, I've gone to him, gone to him with two or three,
won’t repent, won’t hear.

Shun him?

No. Tell the whole church, gang up on him or her.

Why do you go to this extreme?

Who wants to confront an individual about their sin?
This is required.

This is the noble thing.

If you care about the person.
If you can be indifferent to someone’s sin, then you don’t care.
If you really care, you can’t be indifferent to their sin.

| have never been indifferent to the sins of the people | love.

| want to do everything | can to restore them in every way | can.
If  am indifferent toward somebody’s sin, it is somebody who is
outside my own affection.

In the church, we are called to love one another without any
restraint or boundary. So, we tell the whole church.
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The church is the collection of people who are saved, who are
redeemed. You tell them about their sin, not necessarily in lurid
details, but you say, “Go after that person.” That’s how valuable
that person is.
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The most despised and despicable in Jewish society.

Those Jews had sold their souls to Rome to buy a tax franchise
to extort money out of their own people for a pagan idolatrous
nation, traitors.

Treat them like total outcasts.

Treat them like total unbelievers.

We don’t accept them into the fellowship because sin will
leaven the church.

The church has to protect its holiness.
In an effort to protect its holiness, it calls the professing
Christian sinner back from sin.

If that sinner doesn’t respond, then two or three.

If that doesn’t get the response, then you tell the church and
the whole church goes.

If that doesn’t bring them back, then put them out.
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We can’t allow sinful influence to just settle comfortably in the
church.

| sincerely hope today that our Church is known as a loving
church. | believe we are because you are a loving people. We
have that reputation inside and outside and around the world.
But | also always hope and pray that sinning people are never
comfortable here.

We have people who profess Christ, sin, are confronted, dealt
with, they leave.

But most internal discipline in the church never gets out.
It is goes on a one-on-one basis and restoration is going on all
the time.

Remember the apostle Paul who confronted none other than
Peter. The apostle Paul confronted Peter to the face.
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Paul is a pretty strong guy but he is no stronger than Peter. |
don’t imagine that Peter was an easy guy to convince of his own
sin.

This might be the end of a relationship.

| have had that many times, | regret to say.

I have lovingly, graciously confronted about some serious error
and the result of that confrontation was the end of any
relationship permanently. That’s perhaps the price you might
pay.

Could you please ask yourself whether Paul confronting Peter
was worth it?

If it wouldn’t have been better for them to have a cooperating
relationship.

But Paul did what was right for the sake of the honour of the
Lord of the church. Paul confronted Peter to the face because
he was to be condemned.

Did that end their relationship?
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Paul was Peter’s beloved brother because all that Paul ever had
in mind in confronting Peter was restoration.

Encouraging biblical truth.
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That particular statement appears a number of times in the
New Testament.

Matthew 16:19,

John 20:23.

It's a very simple idea.

When you bind something on earth, it is bound in heaven, or
has already been bound in heaven.
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When you lose something on earth, it has already been loosed
in heaven.

Binding and loosing, the rabbis said, had to do with sin.
If someone repented, their sin was loosed.
If someone would not repent, they are bound in their sins.

So, when we confront a sinner and a sinner will not repent, and
we say you are bound in your sin, heaven has already made that
judgment.

Or when we confront a sinner and the sinner repents, and we
say you are loosed from your sin because we have biblical
revelation that says if you repent you will be loosed from your
sin. Then when we say you are loosed from your sin, we are only
saying on earth what heaven has already said.

The bottom-line principle is this, when we deal with sin and
confront sin and call people to repentance.
o Hold them responsible for their repentance.

o Rejoice with them in their repentance.

We are simply doing on earth what is done in heaven.
We can pray “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

This is the way we can implement it.
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Heaven has already rendered the verdict that someone’s bound
in sin, that someone’s loosed from sin. We are just reflecting
heaven when we do the same.
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When two or three come together and affirm someone’s
repentance and heaven is in agreement, we can ask the Lord to
cleanse them and restore them and He will.

If they will not repent, of course, and heaven is in agreement,
we can ask the Lord to chasten and discipline and He will.

We are doing heaven’s work.
We are doing the Father’s work.
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This is not for a prayer meeting for God to show up!

How about one?
“Lo, | am with you always.”
It doesn’t take two or three.
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It doesn’t have anything to do with a prayer meeting.
It has to do with a discipline situation.

Where two or three have gathered together, which means this
process is in motion there | am in their midst.

Never is the church more in tune with heaven, more in tune
with the Father and more in tune with Christ Himself then when
it’s dealing with sin.

We don’t want to be reluctant in any of this.
This is for the sake of the purity of the church.
v" This is heaven’s work.
v This is the Father’s work.
v' This is the Son’s work.

It will not empty our church.
They still come and the Lord grows His church.
Multitudes believe and they are saved and added to the church.

It’s a place of love.
It’s a place of restoration.
It's a place of holiness.

It's a place of fear.

There never should be a question about why a church grew.
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