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A Faithful Saying: The Axis of
History
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Introduction: The Sentence
that contains the Universe

There are sentences in the history of human thought
that changed the world.
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Euclid's fifth postulate.
Newton's law of gravitation.
Einstein's E=mc2.

But no sentence in the history of human language
carries the weight, the scope, or the transforming
power of these words.
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In this single sentence, the Apostle Paul compresses
the entire sweep of redemptive history,

> the entire logic of the Gospel,
> the entire purpose of the Incarnation, and
> the entire scope of divine love.

Paul frames it with a formula that signals its
importance:
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This phrase occurs 5 times in the Pastoral
Epistles (1 Timothy 1:15; 3:1; 4:9; 2 Timothy
2:11; Titus 3:8), and each time it introduces a
statement of foundational theological importance.

Faithful to the End | 1 Timothy 1:1—20 | Page 2



Scholars believe these faithful sayings may have
been early Christian confessions, perhaps used in
worship, baptism, or catechesis. They were the
settled, tested, received truths of the apostolic
community.

But this first faithful saying stands above the rest.

1 Timothy 3:1 says this is a faithful saying;

2 Timothy 2:11 says this is a faithful saying.

But 1 Timothy 1:15 says this is a faithful saying and
worthy of all acceptance.

The additional phrase sets it apart. Every person,
without exception, is invited and commanded to
accept this saying.

o It is not a truth for the theologically
sophisticated.

o Itis not a comfort for the moderately sinful.

o It is worthy of all acceptance, for all persons,
in all conditions, and in all generations.

I. A Faithful Saying
A. The weight of the Formula
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A certification of reliability, equivalent to a notary
seal or a gold hallmark. Paul is not merely
expressing his personal conviction, but declaring
the settled, tested verdict of the apostolic
community.

This saying has been found reliable.

It has been preached in Jerusalem and Rome, in
Antioch and Ephesus, in the faces of opposition
and under the threat of martyrdom, and it has
proven true in every case.

The word Pistos (faithful) is one of Paul's favourite
words for describing both God (1 Corinthians 1:9;
& 10:13 Gszauer 2 esrewoujarareugmull(5s % mry;
2 BRI 6T Syresstl & @, Guevrss 1b B % GiT
Corr@asLiu@FRNSNG aui @)L mGETL TDe)
and the characteristics He requires of His servants
to be faithful.
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A faithful saying is one that bears the same quality
as the faithful God who is its ultimate source.

B. Worthy of all acceptance —
The Universal Invitation
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The phrase worthy of all acceptance is unique to this
first faithful saying.

The word apodexis means to receive, to welcome,
to embrace.

It is not passive reception but active, deliberate
welcoming,.

Paul is saying that this truth demands a response. It
is not enough to intellectually acknowledge it, but it
must be embraced, welcomed into the inner life,
staked upon.

It is worthy of this response from all, the educated
and the simple, the moral and the immoral, the
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religious and the irreligious, the Jew and the Greek,
the slave and the free.

The Gospel is not calibrated for a particular cultural
or intellectual demographic. It is not optimized for
people who have already made some progress
toward God.

Its design specification is all people, without
exception, specifically including those who are
worst, most resistant, and most undeserving.

I1I. Christ Jesus came into the
World — The Incarnation

A. The Pre-Existence of Christ
FMlevg @)Cuas 2 Ws5ZF60 upSTIH

The phrase came into the world is loaded with
Christological implication. It assumes that before
coming into the world, Christ existed.

v He did not originate at Bethlehem.
v He entered history from eternity.

John's prologue makes this explicit.
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The Word was not created. The word existed
eternally in intimate fellowship with the Father.
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Paul's own theology of the pre-existent Christ is fully
developed in Colossians 1:15-17, 9eus
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The One who created all things entered His own
creation to save sinners. The magnitude of this is
beyond human comprehension.

B. The Voluntary Nature of the
Incarnation

Christ did not come into the world involuntarily or
accidentally.

He came. This active verb carries the weight of
divine intention.

Philippians 2:6-8, o5 Gseusyenrw
epTullhBSIL, CHeuewish@HF FwwrTull(HLiLI®SS
Oararewarwmigest OUITHATTS  GTGIGHITION, 7.
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The Incarnation involved a series of divine
condescension.

v" The eternal Son took on human flesh.
v" The immortal became mortal.
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v The omnipresent became located.

v The omnipotent became vulnerable.

v The one who sustained the universe with His
word became dependent on a young mother
for food and warmth.

v" He who was rich became poor so that through
His poverty we might become rich. (2
Corinthians 8:9)

This voluntariness is theologically essential. A God

who was forced or trapped into redemption would
not be the God of the Bible.

The Incarnation was the deliberate choice of the
eternal Son, in co-eternal agreement with the
Father.

Ephesians 1:4, swsguerurs Brw yeriied
Uuf &S S pATOTOUTS@HLD & DMLOOGVTS TS @pLomul)
BU USHS, a1l 2535CSTHDSSISSG WPpaTGe
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Every dimension of salvation is an expression of the
free, gracious, sovereign love of the Triune God.
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C. The Scandal of the Incarnation
in the Ephesian Context

In the first-century world, the idea of a god taking
on human flesh was simultaneously familiar and
scandalous.

The Greek myths were full of gods in human form.
But they came to exercise power, to take pleasure,
and to dominate.

The Christian proclamation was radically different:
God's Son became a human

not to exercise power over sinners but to save them,
not to be served but to serve,
not to impose suffering but to endure it.

Jesus became not an impressive human but a
carpenter's son in an occupied province, born in a
stable, who ended His earthly life on a cross
reserved for slaves and criminals.

This was offensive to the Greek philosophical world,
which could not conceive of the divine becoming
material (the physical was inferior to the spiritual in
Platonic thought).
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It was offensive to the Jewish world, which could not
conceive of God's Messiah dying as a cursed
criminal.

Paul names this theological scandal directly.

1 Corinthians 1:23-25, prmisCarr Feyieneuuiled
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Yet this is the Gospel. The scandalous Incarnation is
the only hope of the world.

II1. To Save — The Purpose and
the Method

A. The Word Sozo
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The Greek word Sozo (to save) is one of the richest
words in the New Testament vocabulary.

It is used for physical healing (Matthew 9:21-22),
for rescue from physical danger (Matthew 8:25),
and for spiritual salvation from sin and its
consequences (Matthew 1:21)

In each case, the core meaning is the same: to rescue
from a danger that the person cannot escape alone.

Paul uses Sozo and related words.

Soteria- salvation.
Soter- Saviour.
Soterion- salvation.

Paul used extensively throughout his letters to
describe the comprehensive rescue that God has
accomplished in Christ.

It includes
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Justification (being declared righteous:
Romans 5:1),

Redemption (being purchased from
bondage: Ephesians 1:7),

Reconciliation (having the enmity with God
removed: Romans 5:10-11),
Sanctification (being progressively
transformed: 2 Corinthians 3:18), and
Glorification (being finally and fully
conformed to Christ's likeness: Romans
8:30).

B. Save Sinners — The Scope and
the Specificity

Christ came to save sinners, not helpers, not
seekers, not the morally promising. The word
sinners in the New Testament carries its full Old
Testament weight:

One who has missed the mark, who has departed
from God's ways, who stands under divine
condemnation.

In the Jewish world of Paul's day, sinners was a term
that carried both religious and social connotations.
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The tax collectors and sinners of the Gospel
accounts were those publicly identified as living
outside the covenant.

Jesus deliberately associated with this group, eating
with them, speaking with them, calling them to
follow Him. When the Pharisees objected, He
replied to them.

Mark  2:17, QCws s CasL ®:
Uesflwrefseps@ - eaugSwear  Ceueirgwls
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His medical metaphor is illuminating. The physician
does not go to the healthy but goes to the sick.

v" Christ did not come for those who have their
spiritual lives in order.

v" Christ came for those who do not!

He came for every human being who has ever lived.

C. The Substitutionary Heart of
Salvation
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How did Christ save sinners?

Paul does not elaborate the mechanics here, but the
rest of his theology fills in the picture.

Salvation required that the legal problem of human
sin be addressed: every sin against a holy God
carries the penalty of death (Romans 6:23).

For sinners to be saved, that penalty had to be paid
by someone who could pay it without owing it
themselves.

This is the substitutionary atonement. Christ, the
sinless Son of God, died in the place of sinners,
bearing their guilt and exhausting their penalty.

2 Corinthians 5:21, pmbs euBEGar
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OJUGHT BLOSHSTSHLI LITALOTS S GOTT .
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The exchange is total.

» Our sin to Him,
> His righteousness to us.

This is the glorious transaction that makes the
faithful saying true.

Isaiah 53 — the Suffering Servant passage is the
Old Testament anticipation of this exchange.

Isaiah 53:5-6, B L w Wmi%safefibssd
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Paul, the trained rabbinical scholar, would have
known this passage intimately. When he saw the
risen Christ on the Damascus Road, the Isaiah 53
theology would have crystallised. This is the Servant
who was wounded for my transgressions.
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IV. Of whom I am Chief — The
Present Tense Confession

A. The Grammar of Humility
9JuiHeNe0 Lggmet LITadl BTeur.

The most startling word in V 15 is the present tense:
I am chief.

= Not I was.
= Not before my conversion I was the chief.
= Present tense.

This is not historical self-flagellation, but the
continuous posture of a genuinely sanctified person
before a holy God.

The closer Paul walked with Christ, the more clearly,
he saw himself in contrast to Christ's holiness, and
the more deeply he felt the weight of his own
sinfulness.

This is the consistent testimony of the greatest
saints in Christian history.

Isaiah, in the presence of the LORD's holiness cried
to God.
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Job, after God's speeches from the whirlwind, said:
QESWTE) BIRT CTRIDST HABSS, HTONILD
sTbulld  @QBBS  eTevSTULILIRS Cn et
erasrpmer. (Job 42:6).

Peter, when he first witnessed Christ's miraculous
power, fell down and said: #Gwrer Cugih w55
a1 ®, (9)CusHaller u:rgg@sv ailpB3i: e auGr,
prer ureflwres weepet, B eTeTeveTalll BLI
CuraCouassi®ib erarpmenr. (Luke 5:8).

The pattern is consistent: genuine proximity to God
produces genuine humility about self.

This is also the mark of authentic conversion.

The person who claims to have been saved but
shows no growing awareness of their own sinfulness
has either not yet understood the Gospel or is not
genuinely examining themselves.
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The Gospel of justification does not produce
smugness but produces wonder.

The more clearly, we see what we have been
forgiven, the more deeply we are humbled.

B. Chief — Protos- ysrer

The word chief (protos) means first in sequence,
first in importance.

Paul does not merely include himself in the category
of sinners. He places himself at the front of the line.
The superlative is deliberate.

He has catalogued his sins:

e Blasphemer,
e Persecutor,
e Insolent man.

He has acknowledged that he did more damage to
the church than any other individual. The evidence
supports his self-assessment.
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But the theological point is not autobiographical,
but it is instructional.

Paul places himself at the front of the sinners' queue
so that everyone behind him knows that if grace
reached the first in line, it would reach all the others.

The worst case has been handled. The line is clear.

Come forward. This is the evangelistic logic of the
faithful saying that come to Christ not in spite of
being a sinner but precisely because you are one.

V. The Pattern for Those Who
Believe

A. Paul as hupotyposis

V 16, ouugumpgis, BHsSw  SSeuemer
OOL_UJLOLILG @) aflGoed @ CuwaFvHavg)
aleafl_gFed  alsurFwrulpL  LMI%EH%SGS
SHOpLThSD 2L TGWOILUTHLBL  Lrsmes
urawrRw GTRIGNL BBV eui eTeOVT Higuw
Gummiewewus  HreTiSGIOLIYSEG @IS
G\L1m Gm eur.

Explains the purpose of Paul's dramatic conversion.
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Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a
pattern for those who are going to believe on Him
for everlasting life.

The word pattern is a word from art and
architecture. It means a sketch, a preliminary
outline, a prototype from which copies are made.
Paul's conversion is God's showroom model to show
this is what My grace can do.

The longsuffering of Christ in Paul's case is
remarkable. Christ was patient with Paul through
years of violent persecution. He did not strike him
down in Acts 8:3 when Paul was making havoc of
the church.

Jesus was patient through the stoning of Stephen.

He was patient through the imprisonments and the
torture of believers.

He waited for precisely the right moment and then
appeared to Paul in a display of grace rather than
judgment.

This patience is the same patience that is bearing
with every sinner who has not yet believed.
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B. Believing for Everlasting Life

The phrase those who are going to believe on Him
for everlasting life introduces the eschatological
dimension of salvation.

Salvation is not merely about the present the
forgiveness of sins, the gift of the Spirit, the peace
with God. It is about everlasting life, the eternal
dimension of knowing God that begins now and
continues forever.

John 17:3, a@mret  GuouigGsalaTTSHIw
o enwus 7  yeifletaigrSuw  @)Cws
Elavgimays 9HleCs BESwelouer

Everlasting life is not merely endless existence. It is
a qualitative category as much as a quantitative one.

Faithful to the End | 1 Timothy 1:1—20 | Page 22



Life of God's kind, life in the presence of God, life
marked by the fullness of joy and pleasures
forevermore.

Psalm  16:11, dawrisssews  darsGs
s NwLILI®SSHIaT0; 2 1B(pey LW FUPpFHS PV
LflgenT YSTBSPLD, 2 DU LW IV LITHFSF)60
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This is what the Gospel offers. Not merely a better
version of the life we have now, but an entirely
different category of existence that death cannot end
and sin cannot corrupt.

VI. The Doxology — Sound
Doctrine always produces
Worship

A. Now to the King Eternal

Paul cannot contemplate the faithful saying Christ
came to save sinners, I was the worst, and I was
saved without erupting into praise.

A% 17, S FwpLd I3 Lplafledevren Lo uyid
SshFetapuperor grggeoTul, STH  @HIGCT
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V 16-17 burst into one of the most magnificent
doxologies in the New Testament. The very
structure of the letter shifts from theological
instruction gives way to uncontrollable worship.
This is the test of genuine theology.

Does it produce doxology?

He addresses God as the King eternal.

This is the same God who is described in
Revelation 15:3 as the King of the saints, and in
Revelation 19:16 as King of Kings and Lord of
Lords.

He reigns over an eternal kingdom that was before
all time and will endure after time has been taken up
into eternity.

His sovereignty is not subject to the political
upheavals of Roman emperors or the philosophical
fashions of Greek academies. He reigns, and His
reign is eternal.
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B. Immortal, Invisible, God
Alone Wise

Paul piles up the divine attributes in a pattern of
theological poetry.

Immortal (aphthartos): God does not decay,
diminish, or die. He is incorruptible, exempt from
the mortality that characterises everything else in
the created order.

1 Timothy 6:16, e@aerrul, FTeuTew O UjGTOTAIHLE,
CopgiamLns  eafulled  aITFIOLIGHTERIS M 6K,
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Invisible (aoratos): God is not visible to physical
eyes. This does not mean He is absent. It means His
essence transcends the category of physical
visibility.

John 1:18, Gsaiwer qmaigid HSEHTYIE
&G BV 6V, L9 radeer w1g S\ H&EF D
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The Incarnation is God's great act of self-disclosure
making the invisible visible, the eternal tangible, the
holy approachable.

God alone wise (mono sopho theo): Only God
is truly and completely wise. In contrast to the false
teachers whose wisdom is foolishness (1
Corinthians 1:20), to the Greek philosophical
schools whose wisdom is ultimately ignorance, to
the Roman imperial wisdom that relies on power
and violence, Paul declares that true wisdom resides
in God alone.

This wisdom has been displayed in the cross.
1 Corinthians 1:25, @BsLiug, CsaeeL w
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C. Honor and Glory Forever and
Ever — The Eternal Response
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The proper response to the character of the King
eternal, immortal, invisible, wise God is honour and
glory, forever and ever.

Honour (time) is the recognition of supreme worth,
and it is what the creature owes the Creator.

Glory (doxa) is the outward expression of the inner
reality of God's magnificence.

Together they describe the eternal, unending
worship that is both the church's vocation and
heaven's perpetual activity.

The Amen at the end is the corporate response of the
congregation that so be it, let it be so.
Amen is not merely punctuation but a participation.

When the congregation says Amen to a doxology,
they are agreeing with Paul.

Yes, to this God, this King, this immortal, invisible,
wise Saviour of sinners be honour and glory forever
and ever. This is what sound doctrine produces.

» Not proud academics but joyful worshippers.
» Not clever arguers but transformed adorers.
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VI. The Resurrection as the
Ground of the Faithful Saying

A. The Empty Tomb and the
credibility of the Gospel.

The faithful saying that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners is not a philosophical
proposition but a historical claim.

It depends on real events.

The real Incarnation of the eternal Son, the real
crucifixion of the sinless Saviour, and the real bodily
resurrection from the dead. Remove any of these
historical foundations and the saying is no longer a
faithful saying that it becomes a religious sentiment
of uncertain value.
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Paul addresses the centrality of the resurrection
most extensively in 1 Corinthians 15.

He lists the eyewitness testimonies.
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This is not mythmaking. It is the language of legal
testimony.

Paul is saying that you can verify this. The witnesses
are still alive. Go and ask them.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most attested
event in ancient history, not because the evidence is
overwhelming by modern evidentiary standards,
but because the nature of the evidence:
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» The empty tomb,

» The post-resurrection appearances,
» The transformation of the disciples,
> The conversion of Paul,

» The conversion of James

All there are most coherently explained by the
historical reality of the resurrection.

The faithful saying is faithful because the God who
gave it is the God who raised His Son.

B. Resurrection and the New
Creation

The resurrection of Christ is not merely proof of His
personal victory over death, but it is the first
instalment of the new creation that God has
promised.

Paul calls the risen Christ the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep (1 Corinthians 15:20).

In the Jewish agricultural calendar, the firstfruits
were the initial portion of the harvest offered to God
as a guarantee that the full harvest would follow.
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Christ's resurrection is God's guarantee that the
resurrection of all who are in Christ will follow.
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The faithful saying is not merely about individual
souls being saved but it points toward the cosmic
renewal of all things that the resurrection
inaugurates.

Christ came to save sinners, and in saving sinners
He is also beginning the restoration of the entire
created order that sin had corrupted.

VII. The Atonement —
Theological Depth.

A. The Four Dimensions of
Salvation

The word Sozo (save) in the faithful saying
encompasses at least four distinct but inseparable
dimensions of the rescue that Christ accomplished.
Each dimension addresses a different aspect of the
human predicament before God.

Justification: addresses the legal problem of guilt.
Every human being stands before a holy God as a
convicted lawbreaker, deserving the penalty of
death.
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Justification is the legal declaration, made possible
by the substitutionary death of Christ, that the guilty
sinner is reckoned righteous.

Not made righteous the actual transformation is
sanctification but declared righteous on the basis of
Christ's righteousness credited to the believer's
account (Romans 4:5-6).

Redemption: addresses the power problem of
bondage. Sin does not merely make us guilty; it
enslaves us. John 8:34, everyone who sins is a
slave to sin.

Redemption is the purchase of freedom, the
payment of the ransom (Mark 10:45, the Son of
Man came to give His life a ransom for many) that
sets the captive free.

The image is of the slave market: Christ enters the
market, pays the price, and the slave is freed.

Reconciliation: addresses the relational problem
of enmity. Sin creates a rupture in the relationship
between the creature and the Creator. Romans
5:10 describes us as enemies.
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2 Corinthians 5:18-20 describes the Gospel as
the ministry of reconciliation. The enmity has been
removed, the relationship restored, through the
peace-making work of the cross (Colossians 1:20,
having made peace through the blood of His cross).

Propitiation: addresses the wrath problem. God's
holiness requires that every sin be judged.

His wrath — the settled, righteous opposition of His
holy character to all that is evil — must be satisfied
before His mercy can be extended.

1 John 2:2, Christ is the propitiation for our sins,
meaning He absorbed the divine wrath that our sins
deserved, so that God could be both just (in
punishing sin) and the justifier of those who believe.
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B. The Cross in the Old
Testament

The cross of Christ did not appear in history without
preparation. The entire sacrificial system of the
Mosaic law was a divinely designed illustration of
the atonement that Christ would accomplish.

The Passover lamb, whose blood protected the
Israelites from the angel of death, prefigured Christ,
our Passover, who was sacrificed for us (1
Corinthians 5:7).

The scapegoat of Leviticus 16, upon whose head
the high priest confessed the sins of Israel before it
was driven into the wilderness, prefigured Christ
who bore our sins in His own body on the tree (1
Peter 2:24).

The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) is the most
direct Old Testament anticipation of the cross.
Hebrews 9:11-14 traces the connection explicitly.
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Christ entered not a man-made sanctuary but
heaven itself, not with the blood of goats and calves
but with His own blood, thus securing an eternal
redemption. The old covenant sacrifices were
repeated annually because they could not finally
remove sin; the new covenant sacrifice was offered
once for all (Hebrews 9:26; 10:10), because its
power is unlimited and eternal.

Paul, the trained rabbi, would have felt the weight of
these connections with an intensity we can barely
imagine. When he writes Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners, he is not writing a new
sentence. He is writing the final sentence of a story
that began in Genesis 3:15, with God's promise of
a seed who would crush the serpent's head, and has
been building, chapter by chapter, through every
sacrifice, every prophecy, every type and shadow of
the Old Testament.

VIII. The Doxology as the Goal
of Theology

A. Why must Doxology follow
Doctrine?
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The movement from V 15-17 from the faithful
saying to the doxology is not accidental. It reflects
the fundamental relationship between doctrine and
worship that characterises all of Paul's mature
theology.

Romans follows the same arc: eleven chapters of
rigorous doctrinal exposition followed by the
doxology of Romans 11:33-36, and then the
practical ethical instruction of Romans 12-16.

Ephesians follows the same pattern: three chapters
of doctrinal foundation followed by three chapters
of practical application and the armour of God.

Doctrine that does not produce worship has
been misunderstood.

The person who can explain justification without
feeling the weight of its gift, who can discuss the
Incarnation without being moved by its cost, who
can analyse the atonement without being undone by
its love — this person has studied about God without
encountering God.
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The study of theology is designed to produce not a
better-informed atheist but a more deeply adoring
worshipper.

Jonathan Edwards made this the central thesis of
his Religious Affections: true religion consists
largely in holy affections. Not mere intellectual
assent to correct doctrine, and not mere emotional
experience without doctrinal grounding — but the
proper response of a rightly ordered heart to the
God who has revealed Himself. The doxology of 1
Timothy 1:17 is the sound of a properly ordered
heart responding to the faithful saying with the
only appropriate answer: to the King eternal be
honour and glory forever.

"The chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy
Him forever. Doctrine without doxology has
missed the chief end. Doxology without doctrine
has nothing to glorify God about. The two must
never be separated.” — Westminster Shorter
Catechism.

B. Eternal Life as the
Consummation of the Faithful
Saying
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V 16 closes the arc of the faithful saying with a
reference to everlasting life.

Christ came to save sinners. The salvation He
accomplished leads to everlasting life. This
everlasting life, the life of the age to come, the
resurrection life that begins at conversion and is
consummated at the resurrection of the body is the
ultimate destination of the Gospel.

John 17:3 defines eternal life with remarkable
precision.

Eternal life is not primarily endless duration, but it
is a quality of relationship — knowing God, which in
biblical language is not merely intellectual
acquaintance but the deepest possible relational
intimacy.

The God who is King eternal, immortal, invisible,
and alone wise invites the redeemed sinner into a
relationship of knowing that will deepen and grow
throughout all of eternity.
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Conclusion.

In 1948, a young English literature student
named C.S. Lewis was sitting in a train
carriage outside Oxford when a fellow
passenger recognised him and struck up a
conversation. The man had read Mere
Christianity and had one question: Do you
really believe that line, Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners?

Lewis, who had been an atheist until his
conversion in 1931, and who had come to faith
not through emotional experience but through
the relentless logic of reason confronting
reality, paused. Then he said: I believe it the
way I believe in the sun. Not because I
can see the sun, but because of it I can see
everything else.

The man pressed him: but do you believe it
applies to you personally?

Lewis replied: I believe it applies to me
particularly. I was not a nice agnostic. I was a
hostile agnostic. I did not want God to exist. I
resisted the evidence for years. When I finally
submitted to Christ in 1931, I described
myself in Surprised by Joy as the most
reluctant convert in England. I came in
kicking and screaming. And precisely because I
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was not a natural seeker, precisely because I
fought the truth as long as I could, I know that
my conversion was not the product of my
seeking. I was found. And being found by the
God I had been running from has been the
central fact of my life ever since.

The man sat quietly for a moment. Then he
asked: And do you think God is still
Jinding people like that?

Lewis smiled. Every day, he said. Every
day. The faithful saying is still faithful. Christ is
still coming into the world to save sinners. And
He is still not limited to the spiritually receptive,
the religiously inclined, or the morally
promising. He saves the hostile. He saves the
reluctant. He saves the chief. That is what makes
the saying worthy of all acceptance.

The train pulled into the station. The man got
off. Lewis never knew who he was or whether
that conversation bore fruit. But he wrote about
it in a letter:

I do not know what became of that man. But I
know that the faithful saying I quoted to him is
true. And wherever he is today, it is still true for
him. It will be true when he dies. It will be true
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at the resurrection. Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners. That sentence will outlast
everything else ever written. And if it outlasts
everything else, it is worth staking your life on.

APPLICATION FOR DAILY
LIFE

1. Memorise 1 Timothy 1:15 in full: This is a
faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, of whom I am chief. Use it as your
morning declaration this week.

2. The phrase worthy of all acceptance means this
truth is for everyone. Identify one person in
your life who has been told they are too broken
or too sinful for God. Share 1 Timothy 1:15 with
them this week.

3. Paul maintained a present-tense awareness of
his sinfulness. Practise honest self-
examination this week by reading Psalm
139:23-24 each morning and asking God to
search your heart.

4. The Incarnation was voluntary. Read
Philippians 2:5-11 and meditate on what Christ
gave up to come into the world for you. Let this
motivate your worship and your service.
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5. Doctrine should always produce

doxology. Write your own doxology this week,
based on who God is to you personally. Model it
on verses 17: To the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honour
and glory forever.

. Christ came with longsuffering for Paul. Who in
your circle of relationships is testing your
patience today? Pray for them using Christ's
patience with Paul as your model and
motivation.

. Isaiah 53:5-6 and 2 Corinthians 5:21
describe the substitutionary exchange of the
cross: my sin for His righteousness. Spend
fifteen minutes this week in quiet gratitude for
this specific exchange, praying through what it
means for your daily life.
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