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Christ Returns in Glory

The Rider on the White Horse
Every Title, Every Name, Every Attribute of the Coming King

Revelation 19:11-16, Now | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white
horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness He judges and makes war. *2 His eyes were like a flame
of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written
that no one knew except Himself. 23 He was clothed with a robe
dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. ** And the
armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed
Him on white horses. *> Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword,
that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule
them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. ¢ And He has on His robe and
on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

Overview
Vi1 The Opened Heaven and the Rider — Faithful and
True
V12a His Eyes — A Flame of Fire
V12b His Crowns — Many Diadems
V12c His Name — Written, Known Only to Himself
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Verses Content

V13 His Robe — Dipped in Blood; His Title — The Word
of God

V14 His Army — The Heavenly Host Following on White
Horses

V15 His Weapons — Sharp Sword, Rod of Iron, Wrath of
God

V16 His Final Title — King of Kings and Lord of Lords

Introduction

4 The Day the Emperor Returned — Rome, 29 BC

In the summer of 29 BC, the Roman general Octavian, soon to be
called Caesar Augustus, returned to Rome after defeating Mark
Antony and Cleopatra at the Battle of Actium. The Senate had
already voted him the title 'Augustus' the Revered One. The
entire city had been prepared for weeks for the greatest triumph
Rome had ever seen.

A triumph was Rome's supreme military spectacle. The general
rode in a golden chariot through streets lined with hundreds of
thousands of citizens.

Before him walked his captives in chains kings, generals, princes
brought low.

Behind him marched his legions. The Senate preceded him in
white togas. Children scattered flowers. The crowds roared. The
noise, eyewitnesses said, could be heard for miles.

Augustus rode in a chariot drawn by four white horses, the
supreme symbol of Roman conquest and authority.
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His face was painted red, like Jupiter himself.

His robe was purple.

He wore a crown of laurel.

On the day of a Roman triumph, the general was, for that one
day, the most powerful man who had ever lived and Rome knew
it.

Revelation 19:11-16 describes a return that makes every Roman
triumph look like a children's procession.

No chariot.
No painted face.
No borrowed symbols.

The Rider on the white horse needs none of them.

His eyes are flames.

His robe is dipped in blood.

His name is the Word of God.

And on His robe and on His thigh is written a title that
reduces every Caesar who ever lived to dust: King of Kings
and Lord of Lords.

This is not a symbol. This is the literal, bodily, visible, glorious,
irresistible return of the Lord Jesus Christ to this earth. And it is
the most important event in the history of the world.

AN

We have arrived at the climax of the Book of Revelation and the
climax of all human history.

Everything in the Bible has been pointing toward this moment. Every
prophecy spoken, every covenant made, every sacrifice offered,
every prayer prayed, every martyr's bloodshed, every Hallelujah
sung in Revelation 19:1-6 all of it converges on this passage.
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The Second Coming of Jesus Christ is the most-predicted event in all
of Scripture. It is referred to directly or indirectly more than 1,500
times in the Old Testament and 300 times in the New Testament.
It overshadows every other prophetic theme in sheer volume of
attestation. When it comes, it will be sudden, visible, glorious, and
final.

What John sees in verses 11-16 is not a vision of a gentle saviour or
a spiritual allegory of inner renewal. It is the appearance of the
conquering King, described with a precision of detail that tells us
exactly who He is, why He has come, and what He is about to do.

Where does this fit?

The previous passage (Revelation 19:7-10) announced the
Marriage Supper of the Lamb. The bride is ready. The feast is
prepared. The angel has declared: Blessed are those called to the
marriage supper of the Lamb.

Now the Bridegroom arrives, but not in the quiet intimacy of a
wedding chamber. He arrives as a Warrior-King, at the head of an
army, to execute the judgment of God on a world that has rejected
Him.

This is not a contradiction.

v' The same Christ, who is the Bridegroom, is the King of Kings.
v' The same One who gave Himself for His bride now comes to
vindicate her.

The wedding and the war are not separate events in separate
Christs, but they are two dimensions of the same coming, seen from
two different angles.
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The Second Coming in Revelation 19 completes two trajectories
that began in Genesis 3.

The first is the promise of the Seed who would crush the serpent's
head (Genesis 3:15) — that Seed arrives here on the white horse,
the rod of iron in His hand. The second is the promise of God
dwelling with His people.

Genesis 3:24 — the cherubim guarding Eden;

Revelation 22:3 — 'no more curse'.

That promise is sealed by what happens in chapters 20-22, set in
motion by the return described here.

Everything in Scripture is moving toward this moment.

Passage What it contributes to chapter 19

V1-6 Heaven's Hallelujahs: Babylon has fallen, God
reigns.

V7-10 The Marriage Supper announced: The bride is
ready.

V1i-16 The Rider appears: The King returns in glory (This
Passage)

V17-18 The angel summons the birds: The great supper
of judgment.

V 19-21 The beast and false prophet defeated. Cast into

the lake of fire.
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I. Heaven opened.

Revelation 19:11, "Now | saw heaven opened, and behold, a
white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True,
and in righteousness He judges and makes war."

'Heaven Opened' — The Most significant door in history.

Three times in the New Testament, heaven is described as 'opened’
in a theologically significant way.

» At Jesus' baptism, heaven opened and the Spirit descended
as a dove (Matthew 3:16).

» At Stephen's martyrdom, heaven opened and he saw the Son
of Man standing at the right hand of God (Acts 7:56).

» Here at Revelation 19, heaven opens for the return of the
King.

The Greek perfect tense suggests an opening that has already
occurred and remains open. The door of heaven is not cracked
briefly and then shut. It is flung wide and out of it comes the King.

The contrast with Revelation 4:1 is instructive.

In chapter 4, a door opened in heaven so that John could go up and
see the throne.

Here, a door opens in heaven so that the King can come down and
take the throne He already owns. The direction is reversed.

The movement is not up but down the King descending to His
creation, His kingdom, His people.
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The White Horse — Symbol of conquest and righteousness.

The white horse immediately distinguishes this rider from the rider
of Revelation 6:2, who also rode a white horse.

That rider was the Antichrist, a counterfeit conqueror, a false
messiah who mimicked the appearance of Christ.

The similarities are deliberate and the differences are devastating.

The rider of Revelation The Rider of Revelation 19:11
(3

Given a crown
(Stephanos) the victor's
wreath, temporary.

Given a bow — a weapon
of distance and deception

Goes out 'conquering and
to conquer' —
progressive, incomplete

Identity ambiguous — the
Antichrist mimicking
Christ

Appears at the beginning
of the Tribulation

Wears many diadems (Diadémata)
— the royal crowns of absolute
sovereignty.

Has a sharp sword proceeding from
His mouth — the Word of God as
weapon.

Judges and makes war in
righteousness — final, definitive,
complete.

Identity fully revealed. — Faithful

and True, the Word of God, King of
Kings

Appears at the end of the Tribulation
— the judgment of the impostor.

In the ancient world, white horses were reserved for the most

honoured victors.
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Roman generals rode in triumph on white horses.
Kings entered cities on white horses.

The colour carried the dual symbolism of purity and conquest, the
conqueror who is also righteous.

This Rider is both that

o He comes to conquer, and
o Everything He does is absolutely pure.

'Faithful and True' — His First Name

The first title John gives the Rider is 'Faithful and True'.

These are not merely descriptive adjectives they are a name, a
declaration of essential character. This name is specifically the title
used of Christ in Revelation 3:14,'the Faithful and True Witness".

Echoed in Revelation 1:5,'the faithful witness'.

'Faithful' means He keeps every promise He has ever made.

v’ Every covenant sworn.

v’ Every prophecy spoken.

v Every word given to every believer in every age.
v Nothing has been forgotten.

v Nothing has failed.

He is coming now because He said He would come and He always
does what He says.
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'True' means He is the genuine, authentic, ultimate reality as
opposed to the counterfeit. The world has been populated with false
christs, false messiahs, false saviours, false systems of salvation.

This One is the True One. The real article. The original, of whom
every other is at best a shadow and at worst a fraud.

'Faithful and True' is the name that answers the question every
suffering believer has ever asked:

Can | trust Him?

Will He keep His word?

Is He real?

The answer rides out of heaven on a white horse.
v’ He is Faithful He keeps every promise.
v' Heis True, He is the real God, not a substitute.
v The One who is coming has never broken a word He has
spoken, and He never will.

'In righteousness He judges and makes war'

The purpose of this coming is stated immediately and without
ambiguity: He judges. He makes war.

There is no softening, no qualification, no diplomatic language.

The return of Christ in Revelation 19 is not a peace conference it is
an act of righteous warfare.

The phrase 'in righteousness' is crucial. This is not arbitrary violence.
This is not the exercise of power for its own sake. Every act of
judgment in this coming is perfectly, comprehensively righteous.
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It conforms to the absolute moral standard of a holy God. The
nations being judged are being judged exactly as they deserve.

No more, no less. The righteousness of the Judge guarantees the
justice of the judgment.

Psalm 96:13, "For He is coming, for He is coming to judge the
earth. He shall judge the world with righteousness, and the
peoples with His truth."

Application: The Second Coming is literal, physical, and visible and
not symbolic.

This passage describes a literal, bodily return of the physical Jesus
Christ to the literal earth. This is not a metaphor for spiritual
renewal, not an allegory for the church's advance, not a symbol of
God's providential working in history.

The same Jesus who physically ascended from the Mount of Olives
in Acts 1 will physically descend. The same Jesus whose feet left the
ground will touch it again.

Acts 1:11, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into
heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into
heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into
heaven."

The 'like manner' is physical, visible, personal, and glorious. The
angels were not describing a spiritual experience. They were
describing an event.
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Revelation 19:11 is that event described from heaven's perspective,
seen by the apostle who reclined on Jesus' breast, and preserved for
the church until the day it happens.

Il. The appearance of the rider.

Revelation 19:12, "His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His
head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one
knew except Himself."

Eyes like a flame of fire — Omniscient Judgment

The description of Christ's eyes as ‘a flame of fire' first appeared in
Revelation 1:14, in John's initial vision of the glorified Christ.

That vision was so overwhelming that John 'fell at His feet as dead'
(Revelation 1:17).

Here the same eyes appear but now turned outward toward the
world He has come to judge.

Fire in Scripture is consistently the symbol of two things:

» The holiness of God that consumes what is impure, and
» The Omniscience of God that illuminates and exposes what
is hidden.

When those eyes look at the nations assembled against Him at
Armageddon, nothing is concealed.
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Every act of rebellion, every drop of martyr's blood, every lie told in
the name of the beast, every human soul exploited by the world-
system His eyes see all of it, perfectly, simultaneously, without
possibility of error or appeal.

Those flame-like eyes see through every pretence, every excuse,
every rationalisation. No one will stand before that gaze and say,
"You didn't understand my situation."

He understood it completely. He always has.'

The eyes of Christ in Revelation 19 are the same eyes that wept
at Lazarus's tomb (John 11:35), that looked at Peter after the
denial and broke him (Luke 22:61), and that searched the heart
of the rich young ruler and loved him (Mark 10:21).

The One who sees everything has always seen everything.
What changes at the Second Coming is not His knowledge — it is

the direction of His action.

The eyes that have watched patiently for two thousand years now
move with the decisiveness of the Judge.

Many Crowns — Absolute, comprehensive Sovereignty

'On His head were many crowns'

The Greek diadéma is the royal crown of sovereign authority, as
distinct from the stephanos (victor's wreath).

The diadéma was what a king wore to signal his right to rule. This
Rider wears not one, not seven, but many.
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In the ancient world, when a king conquered another king, he would
sometimes wear both his own crown and the crown of the
conquered, a sign that he now held both kingdoms.

e The Dragon in Revelation 12:3 wore seven diadems.
e The Beast in Revelation 13:1 wore ten.

The Rider wears many an unspecified, comprehensive number that
exceeds and supersedes every claim to sovereignty that any earthly
or demonic power has ever made.

Every throne ever erected by human ambition, every empire built
on the suffering of the weak, every crown worn by every Caesar,
every pharaoh, and every tyrant in history. This Rider's head carries
them all.

There is no king whose kingdom He has not already claimed. There
is no power whose authority He does not already exceed. The many
diadems are the proof.

The Name no one knows — The inexhaustible mystery of Christ.
'He had a name written that no one knew except Himself.'
This is one of the most arresting details in the entire passage.

After three names have been given.

v Faithful and True (V 11),
v" The Word of God (V 13), and
v" King of Kings and Lord of Lords (V 16)
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John tells us there is a name that remains unrevealable.

This is not a casual mystery. It is a theological declaration:
Christ is inexhaustible.

Everything we know about Him every name, every title, every
attribute, every act of grace and power does not exhaust what He is.

There is a depth to His Person that no creature will ever fully plumb,
no language will ever fully capture, no eternity of revelation will ever
completely disclose.

The secret name is not information being withheld but it is a
reminder that Christ transcends all human categories of
knowledge.

Even in the eternal state, even face to face with Him forever, there
will always be more of Christ to discover.

The name no one knows is the guarantee that heaven will never
become boring.

There is always more of Him.

There is always more to know.

There will never be a moment in eternity when the redeemed say:
we have now understood everything about our Lord.'

Application: The Christ who returns is the same Christ you know
but infinitely more.

v" The Jesus of Revelation 19 is not a different Christ from the
One who said, ‘Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy
laden.'

v The Rider with the flaming eyes is the same One who said, '/
am the good shepherd.'
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v' The One wearing many crowns is the same One who wore
the crown of thorns.

The Second Coming does not reveal a different Christ it reveals the
full Christ.

v The Servant-King who laid down His life now takes up His
reign.

v" The Lamb who was slain now comes as the Lion of the tribe
of Judah. The mystery is not that He has changed.

v' The mystery is how vast He always was and how little we
have grasped it.

‘ Colossians 2:9, "For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily."

lll. His Robe and His Name.

Revelation 19:13, "He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood,
and His name is called The Word of God."

The Robe dipped in blood. — Which blood?
'He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood'’

This single detail has generated significant theological discussion.
Whose blood stains the robe of the returning King?

Three interpretations have been offered.
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View The Blood Is... Supporting Evidence

HisOwn The blood of the Connects the Warrior-King to
cross — Christ comes the Lamb who was slain
bearing the marks of (Revelation 5:6). The conquest
His own sacrifice. The is rooted in the cross.
wounds are
permanent (John
20:27); the robe
reflects them.

His The blood of those lIsaiah 63:1-3: 'Why is Your
Enemies' He is about to judge apparelred... | have trodden the
— foreshadowing the winepress alone... their blood is
battle that follows in sprinkled upon My garments.'
V 17-21 and the
winepress of Isaiah

63:1-3.
Both The robe carries both Both dimensions are present in
realities: the blood of Revelation: He is

His own sacrifice simultaneously the Lamb
(which purchased the (Revelation 5:6) and the Judge
right to judge) and (Revelation 6:16-17; 19:11).
the blood of

judgment (which He

is about to execute).

The enemies' blood as primary, drawing on Isaiah 63:1-6, where
God returns from Edom with garments stained red, having trodden
the winepress of His wrath alone.

Page 16



The image is of the Warrior who has already engaged the enemy the
robe is the evidence of victory, not of vulnerability.

However, we also acknowledge that in Revelation's theology, the
two cannot be entirely separated. It is precisely because of the blood
He shed that He has the right to judge with the blood of His enemies.

The robe dipped in blood is the most vivid single image in the
entire passage.

It tells us that this return is not bloodless, not clean, not
administrative.

It is the return of One who knows what blood costs — His own
and others".

He did not merely pronounce judgment from a distance. He paid
for the right to judge at the highest possible price. And He arrives
wearing the evidence of both.

'The Word of God' — The most profound name.
'His name is called The Word of God.'

This is the most theologically loaded name in the passage.

It connects directly to John 1:1, 'In the beginning was the Word
(Logos), and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.'

The returning Rider is identified as the eternal Logos the second
Person of the Trinity, the One through whom all things were made
(John 1:3), who became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14).
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The name 'the Word of God' carries several layers of meaning in this
context.

Dimension Significance at the Second Coming

Christ as the full He is God's final, complete, authoritative

revelation of God. word to humanity. Everything God has ever
said or done is summed up in this Person. He
does not come with new information, but
He comes as the One who is Himself the
message.

Christ as  the 'All things were made through Him' (John

instrument of 1:3). The One who spoke the universe into

creation. existence now speaks judgment into the
world He created. The same voice that said,
‘Let there be light' now says 'It is enough.’

Christ as the Every word God has spoken, in the Law, the

fulfiller of all Prophets, the Writings, the Gospels, the

Scripture. Epistles finds its fulfiiment in Christ. The
Word of God is the One to whom all the
words of God point.

Christ as the sword The sharp sword of V15 proceeds from His

from His mouth. mouth — it is His spoken word that executes
judgment. The Word of God judges with the
word of God. The Logos speaks and the
enemy falls.

Application: The Bible Is Not Merely Information About Christ — It
is the voice of the rider.
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If Christ is the Word of God, and the Bible is the word of God, then
to read and obey Scripture is to be in relationship with the Rider of
Revelation 19.

The words of the Bible are not merely ancient texts or theological
documents, but they are the ongoing speech of the One whose
name is the Word of God.

There is no such thing as a Christian who loves Christ but neglects
the Bible. The Christ you claim to love, His name is the Word of God.
If you love Him, you love what He says. If you neglect what He says,
you are neglecting Him. The Rider and the Book are one.

Psalm 119:89, "Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven."

IV. The Heavenly Army.

Revelation 19:14,"And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen,
white and clean, followed Him on white horses."

Who is in the Army?

The armies of heaven who follow the Rider are identified by their
clothing: 'fine linen, white and clean.'

This is the same clothing described in V 8 as the wedding garment of
the bride.
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'Fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of

the saints.'

The army of heaven is the church.

This does not exclude angels.

Revelation 5:11 and Matthew 25:31 make clear that angels will
accompany Christ at His return.

But the primary identification of the army, based on the clothing
description, is the complete company of the redeemed, every
believer who has been caught up to meet the Lord (1 Thessalonians
4:16-17) now returns with Him.

Possible Members of the Biblical Support

Heavenly Army

The Church — the bride of Fine linen, white and clean = the

the Lamb.

Old Testament saints and
Tribulation martyrs.

The holy angels.

wedding garment of Revelation 19:8.
The bride becomes the army.

Jude 1:14, 'the Lord comes with ten
thousands of His saints.'

All the redeemed of every age will
share in the return (Daniel 12:1-2;
Revelation 20:4-6). The Second
Coming is a corporate event.

Matthew 25:31, 'the Son of Man
comes in His glory, and all the holy
angels with Him.'

2 Thessalonians 1:7, 'the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven with His mighty
angels.’
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An Army that carries no weapons!

One of the most striking details of the heavenly army is what they
are not carrying.

They are on white horses, dressed in fine linen, but John records no
weapons, no shields, no armour. They need none.

This is not a battle in which the saints participate as warriors. They
ride as witnesses to the victory of their King.

The only weapon in this passage belongs to the Rider: the sharp
sword from His mouth (V 15).

Christ alone executes the judgment.

The armies of heaven attend Him.

They do not assist Him. His word alone is sufficient to destroy every
opposing force. The saints ride not to fight but to reign with the One
who has already won.

The church does not come back to fight. The church comes back
to reign.

Christ does not need our weapons — He has the sword of His
mouth.

He does not need our strength — He has the rod of iron.

What He takes us back for is not warfare but witness and reign.
We return as the victors' retinue, not as the victors themselves.
He is the Victor. We are His.'
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White Horses — The mark of Honour.
The army rides white horses, as the Rider does.
Those who follow Christ share in the visible honours of His triumph.

e They are dressed as the bride.
e They are mounted as conquerors.

e They are returning to a world that persecuted and killed
them.

e They return in the dignity that their King has given them.

This is the answer to every martyr's blood, every believer's
humiliation, every year of faithfulness that the world scorned.

» The return to earth on white horses is the public vindication
of the private suffering.

» The fine linen is the garment made from their righteous acts.

» The white horse is the dignity they were denied by the world
and given by the King.

Application: The Church is NOT merely waiting for the Second
Coming, but She is coming with it.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 describes the Rapture. The Lord descends,
the dead in Christ rise, the living are caught up.

But Revelation 19:14 shows us the rest of that movement.

Those who went up come back down, following the Rider on white
horses. The destination of the Rapture is not permanent residence
in heaven, but it is return to earth with the King.

This reframes everything about the Christian life. We are not waiting
to escape the world, but we are being prepared to inherit it.

Page 22



The earth is the stage on which the Kingdom will be established
(Revelation 20:1-6; 21:1).

The saints who return on white horses will reign with Christ over the
new creation. This is the destiny of every believer. Not to float away
into a spiritual nowhere, but to return to a renewed creation as co-
regents of the King of Kings.

Revelation 5:10,"And have made us kings and priests to our God;
and we shall reign on the earth."

V. His Weapons.

Revelation 19:15, "Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword,
that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule
them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God."

Three Weapons — Three Dimensions of Judgment

V 15 describes three instruments of judgment, each drawn from the
Old Testament prophetic tradition and each highlighting a different
dimension of what Christ does at His return.

Weapon Meaning and OT Background

The sharp The spoken word of Christ as the instrument of
sword from His judgment. Not a literal metal blade the sword
mouth. proceeds from His mouth, meaning His word is

sufficient to defeat all opposition. Isaiah 11:4,
'He shall strike the earth with the rod of His
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Weapon Meaning and OT Background

mouth, and with the breath of His lips He shall
slay the wicked.'

2 Thessalonians 2:8, 'the Lord will consume with
the breath of His mouth.'

The Word of God judges with the word of God.

The rod of iron. Absolute, unyielding authority over the nations.

Psalm 2:9, 'You shall break them with a rod of
iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter's
vessel.'
The rod of iron was promised first to the
Messiah (Psalm 2:7-9), then to the overcomers
of the church of Thyatira (Revelation 2:27) and
now exercised by Christ Himself at His return. It
is not merely strong authority it is unbreakable,
incontestable, final authority.

The winepress The image of treading a winepress, crushing

of God's wrath. grapes until the juice runs applied to divine
judgment on the nations.
Isaiah 63:1-6, God returns from Edom 'with
dyed garments... | have trodden the winepress
alone... | trampled them in My anger, and their
blood is sprinkled upon My garments.'
Revelation 14:19-20 previews this. The
winepress is outside the city, and blood flows as
deep as horse bridles for 1,600 stadia.
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The three weapons of Revelation 19:15 are a comprehensive
statement of divine sovereignty over human resistance.

The sword from His mouth means His word alone is sufficient, no
physical force required to overcome spiritual rebellion.

The rod of iron means His authority is absolute. No political
structure, no military coalition, no demonic power can resist it.
The winepress of God's wrath means the judgment is total. Every
enemy, every act of rebellion, every drop of innocent blood
demanded an answer, and the answer comes here.

Together they say: when Christ comes, resistance is not merely
futile. It is already finished.

The wrath of Almighty God again!

The phrase 'the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God' brings back
the great title Pantokrator, the Lord God Omnipotent, that was
proclaimed in the fourth Hallelujah of Revelation 19:6.

The same God whose omnipotent reign was celebrated by the
heavenly multitude now exercises that omnipotence in judgment.

The two Greek words for wrath used here:

Thymos (fierce, passionate, burning anger, the immediate,
consuming fury of holiness encountering sin) and

Orgé (the settled, deliberate, righteous indignation of a Judge who
has considered the case fully and pronounced sentence).

Both are present. The judgment of Christ at His return is neither rash
nor cold it is the passionate commitment of holiness to
righteousness and the settled verdict of a perfectly just Judge.
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Isaiah 63:3-4, "I have trodden the winepress alone, and from the
peoples no one was with Me. For | have trodden them in My
anger, and trampled them in My fury; their blood is sprinkled
upon My garments, and | have stained all My robes. For the day
of vengeance is in My heart, and the year of My redeemed has
come."

Application: The God of Love and the God of Wrath are the same
God!

One of the most persistent errors of contemporary Christianity is the
attempt to separate the loving God of the New Testament from the
wrathful God of the Old or to insist that because God is love, He
cannot execute wrath.

Revelation 19:15 destroys this false dichotomy completely.

The One who treads the winepress of God's wrath is the same One
who wept at Lazarus's tomb, who ate with sinners, who welcomed
children, who died for the world.

Love and wrath are not in tension in God, but they are expressions
of the same holiness.

God's love is holy love, and it cannot coexist permanently with that
which destroys the objects of His love. His wrath is the consequence
of His love taking sin seriously.

The wrath of God is not a loss of control, but it is the perfectly
calibrated response of infinite holiness to moral evil. It is what love
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looks like when it refuses to be indifferent to the destruction of
human beings made in God's image. You cannot have a God who
truly loves without having a God who truly hates what destroys the
beloved.

Romans 1:18,"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who
suppress the truth in unrighteousness."

VI. His final Title.

Revelation 19:16, "And He has on His robe and on His thigh a
name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS."

Weritten on the Robe and the Thigh

The placement of this name is significant.

In the ancient world, it was customary for a warrior to inscribe his
name on his sword scabbard or his thigh armour.

The thigh being the seat of a soldier's strength and the place from
which the sword was drawn.

Some commentators suggest the name is visible on the robe as it
falls across the thigh of the Rider catching the eye at the place of
power and authority.

Whatever the precise visual, the effect is unmistakable: this title is
not hidden, not spoken quietly, not known only to insiders. It is
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written in capital letters on the most prominent visible place.
Everyone who sees the Rider sees the name. There is no ambiguity
about who this is and what His claim amounts to.

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS — The Ultimate Title!

This is the supreme Christological title of the Book of Revelation,
appearing first in Revelation 17:14 as the declaration of who will
ultimately defeat the beast and his allies.

Revelation 17:14, 'the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of
lords and King of kings.'

Here it reappears as the name written on the returning Rider, the
declaration made good.

The title is superlative and comprehensive.

Every king who ever reigned from Nebuchadnezzar to Caesar, from
Charlemagne to Napoleon, from every tribal chief to every modern
head of state is subsumed under this Rider's authority.

Every lord who ever exercised dominion human, angelic, demonic
bows before this One.

There is no category of power or authority that He does not surpass
infinitely and irreversibly.
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Title Used for Christ Context and Significance

Faithful and True (V 11) His character. He is the One who keeps
every word. The ground of His authority
is His absolute integrity.

A name no one knows His inexhaustible mystery. He
(V12) transcends every finite category of
understanding.

The Word of God (V 13) His identity. He is the eternal Logos, the
full self-disclosure of the Father, the
Creator-Judge.

KING OF KINGS AND His supremacy. He supersedes every
LORD OF LORDS (V 16) claim to authority ever made by any
power in creation.

These four names move from character (Faithful and True)
through mystery (the unknown name) and identity (the Word of
God) to supremacy (King of Kings and Lord of Lords).
Together they give us the complete portrait of the returning
Christ:

v He is trustworthy,

v’ He is inexhaustible,

v He is the eternal God made flesh, and

v He is the sovereign over all.
There is nothing left to add. The King has arrived, and His
credentials are on His robe.

The Contrast with every human pretender.

The title 'King of Kings' in the ancient world was used by the most
powerful monarchs as a claim to universal sovereignty.

Page 29



e Nebuchadnezzar used it.
e Darius used it.
e The Persian emperors used it.

Every empire that rose to dominance in the ancient Near East
eventually claimed this title and was eventually reduced to dust.

When the Rider of Revelation 19 bears this title, He does not borrow
it from human tradition. He is the One of whom every human use of
the title was always a faint and pathetic shadow.

The kings who called themselves King of Kings were claiming what
they did not possess. This One possesses it absolutely, eternally, and
by right because He made every king and every kingdom that ever
existed.

1 Timothy 6:15, "He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the
King of kings and Lord of lords."

Application: Every knee will bow, the only question is when and in
what disposition?

Philippians 2:10-11, "That at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under
the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father."

Declares that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.
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Revelation 19:16 is the event toward which that text points. At the
return of the King, every knee will bow of those in heaven, on earth,
and under the earth.

The difference between those who are in the heavenly army (V 14)
and those who are defeated by the sword of His mouth (V 21) is not
what they will ultimately confess.

Both will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. The difference is when
they confess it.

» Willingly now, in faith, with joy or
» Unwillingly then, in judgment, too late.

The title on His robe does not change depending on who
acknowledges it. It is written whether you read it or not.

The names and Titles of the Rider.

Revelation 19:11-16 is one of the most concentrated
concentrations of Christological titles in the entire New Testament.

Each name adds a new dimension to our understanding of who
Christ is and what He is doing at His return.
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Name / Title Verse Theological Content

Faithful and True V11

The Unknown V 12
Name

The Word of God V13

King of Kings and V 16
Lord of Lords

His moral character — the
foundation of trust. He comes
because He said He would, and He
always does what He says. Every
promise of the Second Coming rests
on this name.

His transcendence — He exceeds all
finite knowledge. Even in eternity,
He will always be more than we have
yet grasped. The inexhaustibility of
Christ is the guarantee of eternal joy.

His divine identity — the eternal
Logos of John 1. He is the full self-
disclosure of God, the Creator-Judge,
the One whose spoken word both
creates and destroys.

His universal supremacy — the
capstone title. Every claim to
authority by any power in creation is
subsumed and surpassed. He holds
this title by right of creation,
redemption, and conquest.

Old Testament background on the Divine Warrior.

Revelation 19:11-16 is the culmination of the Divine Warrior
tradition that runs through the entire Old Testament. God as the
Warrior-King who fights for His people, defeats their enemies, and
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establishes His reign is one of the great sustained themes of

Scripture.

John is not inventing new imagery, but he is completing an old story.

OT Text

The Divine Warrior theme fulfilled in

Revelation 19

Exodus 15:3, 'The LORD
is a man of war; the
LORD is His name'

Psalm 2:7-9, 'Ask of
Me, and | will give You
the nations for Your
inheritance... You shall
break them with a rod
of iron'

Isaiah 11:4, 'He shall
strike the earth with the
rod of His mouth, and
with the breath of His
lips He shall slay the
wicked'

Isaiah 63:1-6, 'Who is
this who comes from
Edom, with dyed
garments... in
righteousness | judge
and make war'

The Song of Moses after the Red Sea:
God as the ultimate Warrior. Revelation
19 is the final Red Sea — the enemy
drowned, the people delivered.

The Messianic King given universal
dominion by the Father. The rod of iron
of V 15 is the direct fulfiiment of this
promise.

The Branch of Jesse judging with the
word of His mouth. The sword from the
Rider's mouth in V 15 is Isaiah 11:4
fulfilled.

The Divine Warrior returning from
battle, robe stained, alone in the victory.
The robe dipped in blood and 'in
righteousness He makes war' of V11, 13

are direct quotations.
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OT Text The Divine Warrior theme fulfilled in
Revelation 19

Daniel 7:13-14, 'One The Ancient of Days granting universal,
like the Son of Man, everlastingdominion tothe Son of Man.
coming with the clouds Revelation 19 is the assumption of that

of heaven... given dominion, the kingdom promised in
dominion and glory and Daniel 7 now taken up.
a kingdom'

Zechariah 14:3-4, 'The The most geographically specific Second
LORD will go forth and Coming prophecy. God fighting at
fight against those Jerusalem, feet touching the Mount of
nations... His feet will Olives. The Rider of Revelation 19 is this
stand on the Mount of prophecy in its fulfilment.

Olives'

Habakkuk 3:13, 'You Habakkuk's theophany. God appearing
went forth for the as a Warrior for the salvation of His
salvation  of  Your people. The entire vision of Hab 3
people’ prefigures the imagery of Revelation 19.

Revelation 19:11-16 is not a passage about the end of the world
— it is a passage about the beginning of God's world.

The divine Warrior tradition of the Old Testament has always
been pointing toward this: the moment when God Himself, in the
Person of His Son, personally takes back the creation He made
and the people He purchased.

This is not destruction — it is restoration.

The Rider comes to establish what was always His.
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Conclusion.

Six Verses. One Rider. The Event That Changes Everything.

Revelation 19:11-16 gives us six verses and eight descriptions of the
returning Christ. Each one is a window into a different dimension of

who He is!

What it means for You!

Description

He is Faithful and
True.

His eyes are a flame
of fire.

He wears many
crowns.

He has a name no
one knows.

His robe is dipped in
blood.

Every promise He has made will be kept.
His return is not in question. Every 'l will
come again' is a certainty, not a hope.

He sees everything. Nothing in your life —
no hidden sin, no unacknowledged pain,
no secret faithfulness is outside His gaze.
He sees accurately and completely.

Every power you have ever feared,
political, economic, spiritual is already
under His authority. He has not lost a
single crown to any of them.

He will always be more than you have yet
grasped. Begin knowing Him now. You will
never exhaust Him in eternity.

He knows the cost. The One who comes as
Judge is the One who paid as Saviour. The
blood is the bridge between His grace and
His justice.
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Description What it means for You!

His name is the Word The Bible is His voice. To know the Word is
of God. to know the Rider. Open it.

His army wears fine If you are His, you are in that army. The life
linen. you live now is weaving the garment you
will wear at His return.

His title is King of Every knee will bow. The only question is
Kings. whether you bow now in faith and love, or
then in judgment. There is no third option.

4 The King who came back — The Liberation of Paris, August
1944

On August 25, 1944, General Charles de Gaulle walked down the
Champs-Elysées in Paris at the head of the Free French forces,
four years after the fall of France to Nazi Germany. The city had
been under occupation — under a false authority, a usurped
power, a regime that had no right to rule. And then the legitimate
authority returned.

Eyewitnesses described the scene: two million Parisians lining
the streets, weeping, throwing flowers, reaching out to touch the
soldiers. Some fell to their knees. The noise was overwhelming —
not the orchestrated cheering of a propaganda event, but the
uncontainable release of four years of suppressed hope finally,
physically, visibly answered.

Snipers were still on the rooftops. The battle was not entirely
over. But the people knew: the right king had returned. The
usurper's days were finished. The liberation was real.

This is a faint, pale, earthly shadow of Revelation 19:11-16.
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The world has been under a usurped authority since Genesis 3.
The enemy has occupied what does not belong to him.

The true King has been absent in body, though never absent in
spirit. And the day is coming when the heavens will open, and on
a white horse the legitimate Sovereign will ride out — and every
false authority, every stolen throne, every corrupt power will be
finished.

The question is not whether the King is coming back.
He is Faithful and True, He will do what He said.

The question is whether, when He rides down the Champs-
Elysées of the new creation, you will be in the crowd with flowers
— or whether you will be among those for whom the liberation
is the judgment.

There is still time to choose which side of that moment you will be
on. The door of heaven is still open. The call to come out of
Babylon is still going out. The invitation to the Marriage Supper is
still extended. The fine linen is still being woven. Come to the King
now — willingly, joyfully, in faith — and on that day you will ride
with Him.

Personal Challenge — Before You Leave

1. Do you know the Rider? Not merely know about Him —
know Him. His name is Faithful and True. His eyes see you
completely and accurately right now. His Word speaks to you
every time you open your Bible. Are you in a living
relationship with this Person, or with a comfortable idea of
Him?

2. Are you dressed for His return? The army wears fine linen
— the righteous acts of the saints. Is your life producing the
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fabric of that garment? Not to earn a place in the army —
that place is given by grace. But because you have been
granted the grace to live a life that reflects the character of
the King you follow.

3. Have you bowed the knee yet? King of Kings and Lord of
Lords is written on His robe and His thigh. Every knee will
bow. Bow it now — in the freedom of faith, in the joy of
grace, in the love of a redeemed heart. The alternative is to
bow it then — in the presence of the sword from His mouth,
when the time for choice has passed.

4. The heavens will open. The white horse will appear. The eyes
like fire will be visible across the sky. The many crowns will
catch the light. The robe dipped in blood will be
unmistakable. And on His thigh, written in letters that every
eye will read: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

He is Faithful and True.
He will do what He said.

Questions and Insight.

Question Insights for Study

How does the Rider of The Antichrist of chapter 6 is a
Revelation 19:11 differ deliberate counterfeit of Christ — same
from the rider of white horse, but a different crown
Revelation 6:2 — and (stephanos not diadéma), different
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Question Insights for Study

why does the weapon (bow not sword), different

resemblance matter?  character (conquering by deception, not
by righteousness). The resemblance is
the point: Satan's greatest strategy has
always been imitation. The world will
follow the false rider precisely because
he resembles the true one. The study of
Revelation 19 equips us to recognise the
difference.

Whose blood is on the Three views: His own sacrifice
Rider's robe in verse (connecting the Warrior to the Lamb
13? who was slain, John 20:27).
His enemies' blood (Isaiah 63:1-6 — the
winepress imagery).
Or both (the robe bears witness to both
the cost of redemption and the
execution of judgment).
| believe that the enemies' blood as
primary, but acknowledge both
dimensions are present in Revelation's
theology.

What is the 'sword Nol! ltisthe spoken word of Christ as the
from His mouth' — is it instrument of judgment. Isaiah 11:4; 2
literal? Thessalonians 2:8; Hebrews 4:12.
The same Word of God that created the
universe ('Let there be...')! and that
spoke grace to sinners ('Your sins are
forgiven') now speaks judgment that the
enemy cannot survive. The weapon is
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Question Insights for Study

the same in every age. What changes is
the direction and the outcome.

Who is in the heavenly Most likely the complete company of

army of verse 14? the redeemed (identified by their fine
linen and the garment of the bride in V
8) plus the holy angels (Matthew 25:31;
2 Thessalonians 1:7).
The army does not fight, it accompanies.
The only weapon is the Rider's. They
return to witness and to reign, not to
assist in a battle that Christ wins alone.

How does Zechariah Zechariah 14:3-4 is one of the most

14:3-4 relate to specific OT Second Coming prophecies.

Revelation 19? 'The LORD will go forth and fight against
those nations... His feet will stand on the
Mount of Olives."! The Rider of
Revelation 19 is this prophecy in
fulfilment. The feet that left the Mount
of Olives in Acts 1:9-12 will touch it
again. This is why the angels in Acts 1:11
said 'this same Jesus will come in like
manner.'

What is the practical If He is King of Kings, then no earthly
significance of the title authority has ultimate claim on the
'King of Kings and Lord Christian's conscience or allegiance.
of Lords' for daily Caesar does not have the last word. No
Christian living? government, corporation, social
movement, or cultural pressure can
make a final claim on one made in God's
image and purchased by the King of
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Question Insights for Study

Kings. Christians are called to submit to
earthly authorities (Romans 13) — but
they submit as those whose ultimate
allegiance belongs to a King whose
authority exceeds all others.
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