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Armageddon the sixth Bowl

Judgment.

THE SEVEN BOWL JUDGEMENTS

Revelation 16:12-16, "Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the
great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way of
the kings from the east might be prepared.3And I saw three
unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of
the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 4 For
they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the
kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle
of that great day of God Almighty. 15 “Behold, I am coming as a thief.
Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked
and they see his shame.” 16 And they gathered them together to the
place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.”

The Big Picture

We are nearing the end of the seven bowls, the final and most severe of God’s
three series of judgements in Revelation.

Phase of Judgement Scope and Character

Seven Seals (Revelation 6—8) 1/4 of the earth affected.
Preparatory warnings.

Seven Trumpets (Revelation 1/3 of the earth affected. Escalating

8-11) warnings.
Seven Bowls (Revelation 15— The entire earth. No delay. No
16) partial judgment.
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Bowls 1—5 (Revelation 16:1—11)  Physical torment: sores, blood,
scorching heat, darkness.

Bowl 6 — This Passage Spiritual mobilisation: deception,
gathering, Armageddon.

Bowl 7 (Revelation 16:17—21) 'Tt is done.' The greatest earthquake
in history. Cities fall.

Introduction

4 The Duke of Wellington — Waterloo, 1815

On the eve of the Battle of Waterloo, the Duke of Wellington told a
friend: 'It has been a close-run thing — the nearest run thing you ever
saw in your life.’

History pivoted on a single night. The forces of two worlds converged
on a field in Belgium. What felt like chaos was in fact the culmination
of years of gathering.

Revelation 16:12—16 describes a convergence infinitely greater —
the entire military strength of human rebellion gathering at the place
God has appointed for its final answer.

These five verses contain the most concentrated description of end-time
military and spiritual mobilisation in all of Scripture.

This is not chaos. It is orchestration. The God who holds history
in His hands is drawing the nations to their appointed end.

Why this passage matters?

e It reveals the final strategy of Satan, deception on a global
scale.

e It shows God sovereignly overruling even demonic activity for
His own purposes.
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e It contains one of the most unexpected intrusions in
Scripture: a word of grace in the midst of wrath.

e It sets the stage for the return of Christ and the end of human
history as we know it.

A. The Drying of the Euphrates.

V 12, "Then the sixth angel poured out his bowlon the great river
Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from
the east might be prepared.

The great river Euphrates was the eastern boundary of the Roman Empire
and in the ancient world, the boundary between civilisation and the
unknown. It was the natural barrier that kept the 'kings of the East' at bay.

God dries it up.
Not to help the armies, but to gather them.

The very thing that looks like an open road to conquest is in fact a summons
to judgment.

Isaiah 11:15-16, "The Lord will utterly destroy the tongue of the Sea of
Egypt; With His mighty wind He will shake His fist over the River, And
strike it in the seven streams, And make men cross over dry-shod.
16 There will be a highway for the remnant of His people Who will be
left from Assyria, As it was for Israel In the day that he came up from
the land of Egypt."”
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What the dried Euphrates signals?

e The eastern barrier falls, armies of hundreds of millions begin
their march westward.
Revelation 9:16, Now the number of the army of the
horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of
them.

e This echoes the drying of the Red Sea, but now in reverse: not
to deliver God's people, but to gather their enemies.

e Godisnot surprised. He has prepared this moment since before
the foundation of the world.

e The kings come willingly deceived into thinking they march to
victory.

B. The Historical significance of Megiddo.

The valley of Megiddo (the Jezreel Valley) is the largest valley in Israel,
roughly 25 miles long and 15 miles wide.

It was the crossroads of every major ancient trade route connecting Egypt,
Mesopotamia, and the Mediterranean. Whoever controlled Megiddo
controlled the region.

Scripture records more decisive battles fought in or near Megiddo than
almost anywhere else on earth. God has chosen a place soaked in the
memory of human warfare as the stage for its final answer.

Battle / Event ‘ What Happened

Judges 4—5 Deborah and Barak defeat
Sisera’s army God drowns the
enemy in the Kishon River.

Judges 6—7 Gideon routs 135,000 Midianites
with 300 men and torches.
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1 Samuel 29—31 Saul and Jonathan fall to the
Philistines at Mount Gilboa,
overlooking the valley.

2 Kings 23:29 Josiah, the godly king, is killed at
Megiddo a grief so great it became a
national byword.

2 Chronicles 35:22—24 Josiah’s death mourned by

Jeremiah 'all Judah and Jerusalem
mourned for Josiah.'

Revelation 16:16 The final convergence. All the
armies of the earth. One valley. One
outcome.

V 16, And they gathered them
together to the place called in
Hebrew, Armageddon.”

C. Key Words

Euphrates meaning 'fruitful’ or 'sweet water." The longest river in
Western Asia (1,740 miles).

Genesis 2:14, The name of the third river is Hiddekel: it is the one which
goes toward the east of Assyria. The fourth river is the Euphrates.

It is one of the four rivers of Eden. In Revelation it marks the
boundary of the old covenant land grant.

Genesis 15:18, On the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram,
saying: “To your descendants | have given this land, from the river of
Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates—

Its drying signals the final end of those boundaries.

Armageddon (Greek: Harmagedoon) from Hebrew Har Megiddo
'Mountain/Hill of Megiddo.'

The word appears only here in all of Scripture.

www.wcflondon.com | wcflondon@gmail.com 5



WORLD CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP | Revelation 16:12—16 | Seven Bowl Judgements

The singular use gives it the weight of a proper name for the appointed
assemble of human rebellion with divine justice.

Frogs’ unclean animals under Mosaic law (Leviticus 11).

Used here as an image of unclean speech, the croaking of demonic
propaganda filling the air.

The same word group is used in Exodus 8 for the plague of frogs in
Egypt, where Pharaoh’s magicians replicated but could not reverse the
Jjudgment.

Signs the same word used for the miracles of Jesus. In itself it is neutral
a 'sign’ points to something.

What does it point to?

These demonic signs point away from God and toward the beast,
echoing the warning of

Deuteronomy 13:1-3, “If there arises among you a prophet or
a dreamer of dreams, and he gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign
or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us
go after other gods’—which you have not known—‘and let us serve
them,” 3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer
of dreams, for the Lord your God is testing you to know whether you love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

BOWL 6 — Revelation 16:12-16

BOWL 6 The Euphrates dried up: The march to Armageddon.
Revelation 16:12-16
The sixth bowl is unique among the seven. Unlike the others which

bring direct physical torment, this bowl sets the stage. It is strategic,
not punitive a divine repositioning of the pieces before the final move.

The Euphrates dries.
The East opens.

The spirits go out.
The kings march.
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The whole terrible machinery of human rebellion is drawn, as if by a
great magnet, toward the Valley of Megiddo.

Three unclean spirits.

A. The Unholy Trinity Speaks.

V 13, And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth
of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the
false prophet.

Three unclean spirits like frogs emerge one from the dragon (Satan), one
from the beast (Antichrist), one from the false prophet.

This is the counterfeit trinity in action.
» The dragon mimics the Father,
» The beast mimics the Son,
» The false prophet mimics the Holy Spirit.

The image of frogs is deliberate.

In Egypt, the plague of frogs (Exodus 8) was a judgment on Heqet, the
Egyptian frog-goddess.

Now frogs represent unclean demonic speech croaking propaganda that fills
every ear on earth.

1 Kings 22:21-22, Then a spirit came forward and stood before
the Lord, and said, T will persuade him.’ 22 The Lord said to him, ‘In
what way?’ So he said, T will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouth
of all his prophets.” And the Lord said, ‘You shall persuade him, and
also prevail. Go out and do so.’
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B. The Unholy Trinity — A Comparison

One of the most striking features of Revelation is the way Satan constructs
a counterfeit of the Holy Trinity.

This is not accident, it is the ultimate expression of his strategy not to create
something new, but to corrupt and imitate what God has made.

The Holy Trinity The Counterfeit Trinity

God the Father The Dragon (Satan) Revelation
12:3

God the Son (Jesus Christ) The Beast (Antichrist) Revelation
13:1

God the Holy Spirit The False Prophet. Revelation
13:11

Creates and sustains life Destroys and corrupts ‘a murderer
Jfrom the beginning' (John 8:44)

Crucified, risen, conquering Wounded, apparently revived a false
resurrection (Revelation 13:3)

Speaks truth & convicts of sin Speaks lies; performs false signs

Seals believers (Ephesians 1:13) Marks followers with the mark of the
beast (Revelation 13:16)

Draws to the Father! Draws to the beast

Glorifies the Son Glorifies the beast

Satan has never had an original idea.
Every one of his strategies is an imitation of something God

made first.
Knowing the real makes the counterfeit visible.
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C. Signs That Deceive the Nations.

V 14, For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the
kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of
that great day of God Almighty.

These spirits perform signs, miracles that convince the kings of the earth
that victory is possible.

This is the final global delusion: that human military power can stand
against God Almighty.

The anatomy of the final deception:

e Supernatural signs validate the lie, miracle-working is not itself
proof of divine origin (Matthew 7:22—-23).

e The kings are willing participants. They want to believe they
can win.

e This echoes Pharaoh whose heart was hardened until he led his
army into the sea.
e The gathering is described as 'to the battle of that great day of

God Almighty' God names it, God owns it, God will
decide it.

2 Thessalonians 2:9-11, The coming of the lawless one is according to
the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 1° and
with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they
did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. ** And for
this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should
believe the lie,
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Voice in the Storm

V 15, “Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps
his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.”

In the midst of the most terrifying military and supernatural mobilisation in
history, Christ speaks.

V 15 is an intrusion, not from the narrative, but from eternity.

» The nations rage.
» The demons march.
» The armies gather.
And into that roar, a single voice heard.

This is the third of seven beatitudes in Revelation.
Revelation 1:3 and Revelation 14:13.

It is grace, breaking through judgment.
Even here at the very brink of Armageddon, God warns.

v" God invites.
v" God blesses those who watch.
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'Keeping your garments'
What does it mean?

e In the ancient world, a soldier who slept on watch would be
stripped of his garments as punishment and sent away in
shame.

e Spiritually, the garments are righteousness the white robes of
those who have been washed by the blood of the Lamb
(Revelation 7:14).

o To 'keep' them is to remain in Christ, vigilant and
uncompromised, not seduced by the world's final offer.

e The warning to watch echoes Jesus in the Olivet Discourse:
"Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is
coming' (Matthew 24:42).

Matthew 24:42-44, Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour
your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house
had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched
and not allowed his house to be broken into. 44 Therefore you also be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

B. The Seven Beatitudes of Revelation

V 15 contains the third of seven beatitudes (‘blessed is...”) scattered
through Revelation.

Together they form a portrait of the life God calls us to in the light of the
end. They are not rewards for the extraordinary they are descriptions of
faithful, ordinary Christian living.
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Reference The Beatitude

Revelation 1:3
the words of this
prophecy

Revelation 14:13 Dies in the Lord
from now on

Revelation 16:15 Watches and keeps
his garments

Reads/hears/keeps
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The Promise

The time is near

Rest from their
labours; works
follow

Not walk naked or
in shame

4 Revelation 19:9  Called to the These are the true
marriage supper of | words of God
the Lamb

5 Revelation 20:6 = Part of the first Second death has
resurrection Nno power over

them

6 Revelation 22:7  Keeps the words of I am coming
this book quickly

7 Revelation 22:14 Washes their robes = Right to the tree of

life; enter the city

Notice that beatitude #3 appears in the most violent context of any of
the seven.

The others appear in visions of worship, glory, and consummation.
This one breaks into the middle of Armageddon. That is the point.

Blessedness is not reserved for peaceful times. It is possible in the storm,
precisely because it does not depend on circumstances but on Christ.

ARMAGEDDON — The Appointed Place (v.16)

V 16 is one of the shortest and most momentous verses in Scripture: 'And
they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.’

The gathering is complete. The stage is set.
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The outcome waits for the seventh bowl (V17—21) and the fuller account in
Revelation 19.

What we must understand is that Armageddon is not a catastrophe that
spirals out of control it is an appointment. God has been moving all of
history toward this moment.

The kings come because they are deceived. But they come to the place God
chose.

Psalms 2:1-4, Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain
thing? 2The kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take
counsel together, Against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying,
3 et us break Their bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords from
us.” 4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The Lord shall hold them
in derision.

Revelation 19:19-21, And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and
their armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on
the horse and against His army. 2° Then the beast was captured, and
with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which
he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who
worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of
fire burning with brimstone. 22 And the rest were killed with the sword
which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all
the birds were filled with their flesh.

B. Old Testament Prophecies fulfilled at Armageddon

The Battle of Armageddon is not a New Testament novelty.
The Old Testament prophets saw it clearly, centuries before John’s vision.

Its convergence in Revelation 16 is the fulfilment of a vast prophetic
tradition.
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The prophets speak of Armageddon:

e Joel 3:2, 12 — 'T will also gather all nations and bring them
down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat.'
The Valley of Decision. God the Judge.

e Zechariah 12:2—3 — Jerusalem a cup of trembling for all
peoples. All nations gathered against it.

e Zechariah 14:2—4 — All nations gathered to battle; then the
Lord goes out and fights. His feet stand on the Mount of Olives.

e Isaiah 34:1—8 — The Lord’s indignation upon all nations. His
sword bathed in heaven, coming down on Edom.

o Ezekiel 38—39 — The great invasion of Gog and Magog; God
destroys the armies with earthquake, plague, and fire.

e Daniel 11:40—45 — The king of the North and South
converge; the Antichrist plants his tent ‘between the seas and
the glorious holy mountain.'

Zechariah 14:3-4, " Then the Lord will go forth And fight against those
nations, As He fights in the day of battle. 4 And in that day His feet will
stand on the Mount of Olives, Which faces Jerusalem on the east. And
the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, From east to west, Making a
very large valley; Half of the mountain shall move toward the north
And half of it toward the south."

What does this reveal about God?

1. God is Sovereign Over the Movements of Nations.

The drying of the Euphrates, the marching of armies, the gathering of kings
none of it is outside God's control.

The demons go out to deceive, but they go only as far as God permits.
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The kings march into the valley, but they march to their end, not their
triumph.

Proverbs 21:1, "The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, like the
rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes."

2. God Warns even at the Last Moment.
V 15 is grace in the eye of the storm.

No other bowl contains a word of personal address from Christ. The fact that
it appears here surrounded by demonic spirits, marching armies, and the
name Armageddon is a testament to the relentless mercy of God.

God is still calling.
God is still blessing those who watch.
Lamentations 3:22-23, Through the Lord’s mercies we are not

consumed, Because His compassions fail not. 23 They are new every
morning; Great is Your faithfulness.

3. The Spiritual war behind the Physical War.

Revelation 16:13—14 pulls back the veil.

What looks like geopolitics nations aligning, armies mobilising is in fact
demonically orchestrated.

The church has always known this: our battle is not against flesh and blood
(Ephesians 6:12).

The kings do not know they are pawns.

They believe they act freely. But behind every throne, there is a spirit and
behind every spirit, there is a God who laughs.
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4. God’s Covenant Faithfulness Stands Even in Wrath.

Throughout the bowl judgements, Israel is present but protected.

> In Revelation 7, 144,000 from the twelve tribes of Israel are
sealed.

> In Revelation 11, two witnesses preach in Jerusalem for three-
and-a-half years.

> In Revelation 12, the woman (Israel) is sheltered in the
wilderness.

God’s ancient covenant with Abraham 'T will bless those who bless you and
curse him who curses you' (Genesis 12:3) is still operative at Armageddon.

The nations that march to destroy Israel march to their own destruction.

Romans 11:28-29, "Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your
sake, but concerning the election they are beloved for the sake of the
fathers. For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable."

Application

Revelation 16:12—-16 is not merely prophetic information. It is a mirror
held up to the present age.

1. Do Not be deceived by Lying Signs.
We live in an age of signs.

e Miracles are claimed.
e Movements promise transformation.
e Voices fill the digital air with croaking certainty.

The measure of a true word is not whether it is accompanied by power, but
whether it leads to Christ.

The three frog-spirits still croak.
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» The test is not: is it impressive?
» The test is: does it bow before the Lord Jesus Christ?

1 John 4:1, "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits,
whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out
into the world."

2. Keep watching — Keep your Garments.

The beatitude of V 15 is for us, today.
The thief comes when he is not expected.

Spiritual vigilance is not a virtue for the extraordinarily devout it is the
normal posture of every believer who knows the times.

Are your garments clean?
Are you living as one who expects His return?

Romans 13:11-12, " And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high
time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when
we first believed. 2 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore
let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of
light.”

3. Live as Citizens of the Kingdom That Cannot Be Shaken.

The nations that gather at Armageddon are not the last word. The kingdom
of God will stand when every earthly kingdom has fallen. The Christian
response to turbulent geopolitics is not anxiety it is rootedness.

We belong to the King who wins.

Hebrews 12:28, "Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which
cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God
acceptably with reverence and godly fear."
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4. Urgently Share the Gospel — The Armies Are Already
Marching.

The river is drying. The spirits are going out. The kings are being
summoned. We do not know when the trumpet will sound but we know the
direction of history.

Now is not the time for hesitation or embarrassment.

Every person you know who does not know Christ is, in spiritual terms,
marching toward Armageddon. Go to them.

2 Corinthians 6:2, "For He says: 'In an acceptable time I have heard
you, and in the day of salvation I have helped you.' Behold, now is the
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation."

5. Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem.

The gathering at Armageddon is a gathering against Israel and Jerusalem.
The nations that march have been deceived and behind that deception is a
millennia-old hatred of the Jewish people and the land God gave them.

The Christian response is not political indifference it is prayer.
The Psalms command it. Prophecy assumes it. History demands it.

This does not mean uncritical endorsement of every action of
any government. It means what it says!

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
Pray for the salvation of the Jewish people.
Pray that the Prince of Peace returns swiftly.
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Psalm 122:6, "Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 'May they prosper who
love you. Peace be within your walls, prosperity within your palaces."

Conclusion— He Is Coming as a Thief

4+ William Booth — The Vision of the Precipice

William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, described a
vision that haunted him: multitudes marching in the darkness toward
the edge of a great cliff, plunging into the abyss below. And on the cliff,
in the light, the church — eating, laughing, building comfortable
houses.

He said the only thing that drove him was imagining what would
happen if the people on the cliff could see even a little of what he had
seen. They would leave their houses.

They would run to the edge. They would grab people by the arms, by
the hair if necessary, and drag them back from the precipice.

Revelation 16:12—-16 is that vision made Scripture.
The river is drying.

The spirits are working.

The armies are gathering.

The great day of God Almighty is coming.

But Christ breaks into the passage with a word for you: Blessed
is he who watches. He is coming.

Are you ready?
Is someone you love ready?
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A personal appeal:

Do you know Christ as your Lord and Saviour?

If you do who around, you are marching in the wrong direction?
Go to them today.

If you are hearing this and you do not yet know Christ, the very
word of verse 15 is spoken to you. 'Blessed is he who watches.'

Repent. Believe. Keep your garments.

Do not be deceived by the lying signs of the age. Test everything
by Christ crucified and risen.

Revelation 22:20, "He who testifies to these things says, 'Surely I am
coming quickly.' Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!"

Several questions commonly arise when studying this passage.

Is Armageddon a literal or symbolic battle?

Both. The valley of Megiddo is a real geographical location in
northern Israel. John uses its Hebrew name (Har Megiddo),
which points to historical reality.

At the same time, Revelation consistently uses symbolic
numbers and images. The 'kings from the East' may represent
a specific coalition or the totality of rebellious humanity.
What is not symbolic: the outcome. Christ returns, the
beast is captured, the false prophet is cast into the lake of fire
(Revelation 19:20). Human rebellion ends. Decisively.

When does Armageddon happen relative to other end-time
events?

In Revelation’s sequence: after Bowl 5 (darkness on the beast’s
throne) and before Bowl 7 ('It is done").

The actual battle is described in Revelation 19:11—21 — the
return of Christ on a white horse, followed by the defeat of the
assembled armies.

www.wcflondon.com | weflondon@gmail.com 20




WORLD CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP | Revelation 16:12—16 | Seven Bowl Judgements

e Revelation 16:12—-16 describes the gathering.
Revelation 19 describes the outcome.
The two passages should be read together.

e The battle itself is remarkably brief in Scripture, the armies
gather over weeks or months, but the battle appears to end in
moments when Christ appears.

1. The sixth bowl prepares for the final battle rather than directly
afflicting anyone. What does this tell us about God's sovereignty over
history and the movements of nations?

2. V 14 describes demonic spirits performing signs to deceive the
kings of the earth. How do we guard against being deceived by
impressive signs or spiritual experiences in our own day?

3. V15 A word of grace appears in the middle of the most terrifying
passage in Revelation. What does this tell us about the character of
God?

4. What does it mean practically to 'keep your garments' (V 15)?
What specific habits or disciplines help you stay spiritually watchful?

5. Knowing that history is heading toward Armageddon, how should
this change the way we engage with those around us who do not know
Christ?
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