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Apostles- John
Luke 6:12-16

Luke 6:12-16, Now it came to pass in those days that He went
out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to
God. ¥3And when it was day, He called His disciples
to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also
named apostles: 14 Simon, whom He also named Peter, and
Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and
Bartholomew; 1®* Matthew and Thomas; James the son of
Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot; 1€ Judas the son of
James, and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor.

Group One:
1. Simon called Peter,
2. Andrew,
3. James,
4. John.

Peter, James, and John’s names get mixed around in the list,
Peter’s is always first, but they are always in group one.
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Group Two:

1. Philip,

2. Bartholomew — or Nathanael,
3. Matthew,

4. Thomas.

Always group two in every list.
The names of Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, and Thomas get
mixed, but Philip is always the first name of group two.

Group Three:
1. James the son of Alphaeus,
2. Simon the Zealot,
3. Judas son of James,
4. Judas Iscariot.

Always the same in every list.

The names may be mixed a little bit, the two middle names, the
names of Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James get
mixed.

James the son of Alphaeus is always the first name in group four
and Judas is always the last name of the twelve.



John

John, the brother of James.

John is familiar to us because of the gospel of John.

He also wrote three epistles of John.

He also received the apocalypse, the Revelation that ends the
New Testament.

We have a lot of information that John has provided for us.

e John has given us the story of Jesus in his gospel.

e He has given us three epistles in which the Holy Spirit
inspired him to write important matters to the church.

e He has given us the visions of Christ that dominate the
apocalypse.

We can know much about John from how he views things in his
gospel, much about John from how he views the church in his
epistles, and much about John from how he views the
revelations that he receives, the visions of Christ.

John also was part of the inner circle, Peter, James, and John
being the most intimate followers of Christ. Andrew was always
a part of group one.

Every list of the apostles has three groups and the people in the
groups are always the same first four.



The three were the most intimate, Peter, James, and John.
Probably John would be the one about whom we know the most
next to Peter. Of course, we have more writing from John than
we do Peter, since Peter only wrote two epistles. So, John takes
up a huge part of the New Testament by his writings, and an
important part of the gospels by his presence and is there with
Peter as a companion in the first twelve chapters of Acts.

John is the brother of James.

Luke 5:10, Cwrenis@s L Lraflsarrer GF6LIGsualer
Gwrmgr@w  wrsGsryw  Cureureyd  yBSLiLIgCuw
Omblggrizer. oLiGurupg @Cws FCwrewer GCprad:

vwiiue rGs, OENCELY b LDEY)| YD TLI
1919 &S eueTTul(h LILITU] GTGTDITH.

James and John were sons of Zebedee, which makes them
brothers. They were partners with Simon.

What we have with these four, Peter, James, John, and Andrew,
are two sets of brother, Peter and Andrew, and James and John
who were in the fishing business together. They were partners
in a fishing business.

They came from the same area.

They lived in the same area.

They worked together every day.

They were close friends and business partners.



John did become to some degree humble. John did respond to
the shaping ministry of Jesus in his life and learn to love.

He started out, along with his brother James, as a son of
thunder.

Mark 3:17, G&#QUGsyaler @wrgemmBw wirdhGsmLy,
wrsGasrilar FCsnggerrRw QGureurer, @)eIal(eal5s L0
@y ppss 1085 GlaTeIm] 9|35 BI0)F TaTEHLD
OuUTuGeTICH 6T D G Liw L L mj.

John was volatile.
John was brash.
John was aggressive.
John was passionate.
John was zealous.
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John was personally ambitious.

When James was calling down fire from heaven to burn up the
Samaritans, John was echoing. It was James and John.

Andrew, who was quietly bringing people to Jesus and it was
James and John who was telling God to burn up all the
unbelievers.

When the mother, the wife of Zebedee, came to Jesus and said,
"I want my boys on the right and the left hand," it was not just
James there, it was John.



e John was driven.
e John was ambitious.
e John wanted prominence.

John was in the middle of all the arguments among the apostles
about who was going to be the greatest in the kingdom.

So, do not assume that when it says, "James and John," even
though James is named first and may have been the stronger of
the two and may have been the older of the two, still John was
as well.

If you study Matthew, Mark, and Luke you always see John with
Jesus, with Peter, with James.

Only one time does John appear and speak alone.

Mark chapter 9.
Here we get John without James, and Peter!
Only John.

This is the only singular glimpse of John in the synoptic. The first
three gospels are called the synoptics because they give a
synopsis of the life of Christ, whereas John deals more with His
deity being expressed through a series of miracles and self-
proclaimed statements of His own identity.



In Mark 9 we get John alone. The rest of the things about John
we must construct from his gospel, epistles, and the book of
Revelation, but here is historical narrative on John.

Mark 9:1, @y, oeui ojauiseer CrrsE®): @)miGs
BrFpaisenedy Fevi Cseuggiewrw grdwid LwgCsTGL
AUBUMSS STEYLOUPET, LOIETSH®dS (HFLTILILIFOm6
Queimy, GCwuiwrsGar 2 % EHs5G&HF ClFTaFGner eTaIDTH.

Jesus makes this incredible statement that some of you are
standing here will not taste death until they see the kingdom of
God after it is come with power. This is an amazing statement.
Some of you people here are not going to die until you see
kingdom power.

What is Jesus talking about?
He was talking about previews of coming attractions is what He
was talking about.

Which happened immediately after that, six days later.

Mark 9:2, gmiprewersgL Heary, @Cus Gugimearud
wrEGsreouys  QureureweTus  SdWSFI, 2 WHBS
weleTGe Jyauismars FeflGuw nL 198 6)s et ® CLimul,
OJUTH @SS (LPSTLITS LM LILDTGSTTH;

Six days after Jesus said some of you are going to see the glory
of the Kingdom before you die. Jesus took with Him Peter,
James, and John, the inner circle who were often with Him,



apart from Andrew, brought them to a high mountain by
themselves and He was transfigured before them.

What happened there is that He pulled back the veil of His
human flesh and the Shekinah glory, the very essence of the
nature of the eternal God, was shining out in blazing brilliance.

The record of Matthew 17 is that it was so shocking that the
disciples were literally terrified into a coma. They fell over like
dead people. This is something they had never experienced.
This was a transcendental experience, the likes of which they
had never even imagined.

The garments of the Saviour became radiant, exceedingly white
as no launderer on earth could whiten them. There is not any
product that can get them as white as they were white.

It is blazing, shining, glowing white, like light. Then Elijah
showed up and then Moses showed up in some kind of glorified
manifestation.

They became terrified.

Mark 9:6-8, ojeuiser wWaEeywd LWEF(BBSLIGWTE, FT6T
CuaSngl @)aTaTo\s @) M wToed @)LiLIgF CFTaTRTTET. 7.
YLICUTUpgl, @@ Cusd YyaijsarCuwe Blipel L g @aid
et w  CrFGwriar @aumpsGs 6\Fallo\s: T mser
aam Sps Cwsg@lBrg @G 3316 2L TudlHn).



8 21 Gar euizar pdleds wuriszsCurg, @Cwa
@maIarssally CarGnTpalenTuj %TeRTaledenev.

This is an incredible thing Peter, James and John to experience,
unique privilege.

Mark 9:9, 9jeuiger weveullaBBg @QnEEGFRDCLT, e
Ijaujsear Gpra%): weyiay@wrger wihsGsTHed)HBs)
TP BF(H5 S LDIGH TG LD, 1bmigair & GOITL_GB) 61 55 65 GIT
RMBAUBSHSG L CFTOVCauaiTL T eTaImI L L enerull’ L.

Thatis hard to do. They have just seen the most incredible thing
that could ever be seen by anybody and cannot tell anybody
about it. This is a great restraint to put upon them.

The disciples were always arguing about who was going to be
the greatest. This is very difficult for them not to use this as
ammunition for their own case.

Mark 9:10, fgCsrNaS BB eT(1p BB (BHLILIG cTareTGlouaTN]

Qaisar @Bkl PO qweaud  allFTRZS, IBS
UTIS DS W F5IF@HS% ST L5585 06)% Tes1(H):

They heard Him talk about rising from the dead and they seized
on that statement and began to talk about that.

Lots to talk about:
o Talk about Moses,
o Talk about Elijah,



o Talk about the glory of God shining through the veil of
Jesus' flesh,
o Talk about resurrection.

They had a glimpse of the Kingdom.

They must have been excited.

They saw things that never could be seen or known by
anybody and this is what is going to happen.

This is where we are going to be, this is some foretaste of the
glory to come.

Mark 9:33, oeuj &SUUTBHIUWPHES uBgl, i 19C
QwFE@wWGUNg, Iaismer Grpra®: Fmser aflullGev
TSP DBF| 2 51% @5 ST GAT B 155 LD LIGEST 6801 651 1 5 T GTGHI D]
CasL Ly

Jesus was not looking for the information.
Jesus was looking for the confession.

He knew exactly what they were talking about.

Mark 9:34, 93P@ Iausser CuUITe @)(BHBESTIS%6T;
goleefled jeuisar FHmIFH@EEGaTGar Teues G)Liflweuet
eraurn) auLflufled &% L5 LicssTawt asTT iS5 oot

Why they were silent?
They were embarrassed.

Why were they embarrassed?
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Because on the way they had discussed with one another which
of them was the greatest.

Just do your imagination about Peter, James and John
discussing about the incident!

Sitting down He called the twelve and said to them the
following.

Mark 9:35-37, LUGUTIpgG — Yeui 2L HTIBSI,
LG (hauenTujLd LS I: TAUGRTTRGYILD (LpSe06uGsTTull( %%
afl(BONTT) DU  TOWTBHGL — HEHL WITGTEGYLD,
TOVTHHSG 2SS TIIOTUNHFESHEHL_QIGT  GTRIN]
GlFredal), 36. @ Fimi Larewarenw TSI, IS I|aITFHaT
p@aIGw AT, Yz  wausgI%0\ETEI([:
37. @uuiul’L. Fp  derewarseled eaTedm  eTaT
Br0gSHesTTGov T W13 6% T6iT @V FD 61 68T GTGSTGH GoT
TDMIFHOHTAT@HFDTGT;  GTRTIOT &I NI 6)% TaTEHF D 66T
GTGBIG) GOT N GTGHIG) GBT IyawiLiLiesTaueny

T M} 6\ T EH S D TEIT GTGTD M.

Instead of arguing and fighting with each other why do not you
learn that receiving each other as a child. This is what | require
because when you receive one another you receive Me because
| live in that person.

Instead of fighting each other you need to embrace each other

as if | were coming to you.
instead of desiring to be first, you need to take the role of last.
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This was a serious rebuke.
Particularly John got the message and here we have the only
time John speaks in these three opening gospels.

Mark 9:38, ouiGuUTupg Gureurer oeuewy CrrsS:
CurssGr, pibeoLl HSTUPDTSMIRT QBAIGT 2 I0F]
BTSHeaTl0 LNFTHS®TS FHISSHFDOSS5 HTCLTID;
U  poeoLi USTLDDTSIGTTGISTE  3IHGTS
SHSCHTLD TGN TEIL.

John spoke because he was convicted. This is sectarianism.
They did not belong to our group.

This is the intolerance of John. This is the son of thunder. This
is Boanerges. This is that sectarianism.

He desired to have it all for himself and not share it with
anybody else, especially somebody outside the group. This is
John.

John begins to see that as something undesirable and makes
this confession.

John was aggressive. He was competitive. He was condemning
a man who was trying to minister in the name of Jesus.

John confessing, "l confess, we did that." Because he now is
beginning to feel that that is wrong because of what Jesus had
just said.
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John is the one who verbalizes that he had such a spirit, and he
did exhibit them.

John is making the confession shows us his transformation. His
conscience is bothering him.

Here we see John the past and John in the present beginning to
change.

So, John, the one time he speaks, confesses his narrowness,
confesses his sectarianism, confesses his prejudice.

Why would the Lord choose a man like that?

Because that redeemed and shaped is useful to God, that kind
of courage and strength belongs to the history of the Christian
church.

The Lord needs men of great courage, great ambition, great
drive, great passion, great zeal, and great boldness. John had
that potential for being the kind of man the Lord needed. He
had the potential to be the blend of truth and love that God
wanted.

In Mark 9 we begin to see a critical rebuke that starts to move
John toward being a man of love. His strength was shaped by
the Lord into a narrow, uncompromising, intolerant devotion to
divine truth.
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John, of all the writers of the New Testament, in fact all the

writers in the Bible really, is the most black and white. He is the

most absolute.

He is the one who speaks in certainties.

There does not seem to be any grey area in John.

John is black and white without exceptions.

Y YV YV VYV

YV V V V

Either in the light or the darkness.

Either life or death,

Either kingdom of God or kingdom of the devil,

Either children of God or children of Satan.

Judgment of the righteous or the judgment of the
wicked.

The resurrection of life or the resurrection of
damnation. Receiving Christ or rejecting Christ.

Fruit or no fruit.

Bearing fruit to God’s glory or being cut off and burned,
Obedience or disobedience.

Loving or not loving.

It is absolute all the way down the line.

When we read his epistles, in 1 John and he says,

if you are a believer, then you are in the light.
you are confessing your sins and you are walking the
way Jesus walked.

14



e you are loving your brother and you are obeying the
commandments.

e you are not loving the world and you are not continuing
in sin.

e you are ministering to your brother when you see him in
need and you are keeping the commandments,

e you are living righteously, and you are pure,

e you are loving the truth.

John never gives you any window. You must go to Paul for a
little space there.

2 John, he calls for complete, total separation from all that is

false.

3 John verse 11, fwwreseuGer, B SevwwreTenSL
LIGSTLIH D TLOEV, [5GITGH LOW TGSTGO S LT erumpmi,
560160 10 OV FUI T M G168 Gaeuestmed 2 GuorL_mui)(15 & R m Test;

S GlFuIR DIt Cseuenetd; & Tesralladenev.
Black and white.

If you do good, you are of God, you do not then you are not.
That was his personality. He was the black and white, absolute,
certain man.

He spoke the truth unwavering without exceptions. But | have

to say that he did so with a warm personal pastoral tone. The
Lord had taken that tendency toward conviction and

15



narrowness and an uncompromising attitude and He had tied it
to the truth so that John relentlessly adheres to the absolute
truth of God.

Somewhere along the line, his ambition that makes a man
courageous and confident and bold and zealous and passionate
was mellowed.

We never find in any of his writings the slightest hint of pride,
the slightest hint of self-aggrandizement, self-exaltation, or
ambition.

Characterize John.

v" Truth, and
v' Love.

All the New Testament material on John is going to hang on a
frame of truth and love. Those two spiritual realities are critical
to the kingdom of God.

They are,
e irreplaceable,
e essential, and
e inseparable from each other.

How to describe John?
A man of truth and love.
The most desirable mix possible.

16



Pursue a perfect balance of spiritual mix of truth and love.
Know the truth and hold it with love.

Ephesians 4:13, gjaug, Flovevr 9LIGLITOVSVITS YLD, FlovevTs
SisssfFserTH D, Fevengs HalCrapsgrseys, Fevevy
Cuuitiugrseayis, CUTsSEITHN W TPLBSSestTr. (In Eng VI1)

God's design for the church, both as to its ministry and its goal.
The Lord gives gifted men to His church, gifted men that He has
redeemed. They are those who have leadership in the church.

Their responsibility?

Ephesians 4:12, uflagseuraiser Fi6LT@HBSILCLITHL B,
5allGray 2aflwgFHar GCarwevssrsayw, Fnavgaller
FITWTS W FeoLIWTeSIZG LSS (5SS D60 L IS DS THG LD,

This is sanctification. This is the maturing process. This is
spiritual growth.

Goal?

Ephesians 4:13, Guweys prid5 yewestau@pd Gpeugyienr_w

GSLOTTGHGTLILIDMILD aflseurss Beyitd Maileyid
@MWLLL L a1isert®), SFHavgiallegienw  BHevmaires
UATTFFUIGT TP &S5BS LLTGRT L|(hogI TS LOGIeH TS LD,

We are all heading towards one singular place, the faith takes
us to one end. It is the knowledge of the Son of God that
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produces a mature man to the measure of a stature which
belongs to the fullness of Christ.

The Lord has given to the church teachers, apostles, prophets,
evangelists, teaching pastors for the purpose of building up the
saints with the goal that their edification or their maturing
brings them to the measure of the stature which belongs to the
fullness of Christ.

The goal of,
> Sanctification,
» All ministry,
» Church,
» Spiritual growth then is Christ-likeness.

Everything the Lord is doing in the church through the gifted
men, everything His Spirit is working in the process of
sanctification, spiritual development is to bring us to a mature
man.

Maturity is defined as Christ!

The negative side?

Ephesians 4:14, pmd Qafls  Gressarmullgmoe,
LDGY)] 1 (15 GO L_ W G SILD aGHFE R DS D CH gl aurent
spFuapperer  CursswrHw  uals  HTHHeETTGM
IWVH@TLIGCLITEV 913 LIL" (B D)6 WHR DTS aTTUllFTLO,

We are no longer children!
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Children are vulnerable. They make a good metaphor for
spiritually immature people.

The Lord is moving us to a place where we no longer lack
discernment, where we no longer lack discretion, or
discrimination or wisdom, or understanding.

But rather we have moved out of the vulnerability of childhood
into the wisdom of maturity. We come to this point of the
measure of the stature of fullness of Christ, speaking the truth
in love. We are to grow up in all aspects unto Him who is the
head, even Christ.

What does it mean to be spiritually mature?
It means to speak the truth in love.

We are going in our spiritual progress to a point where we know
the truth, but we speak it with love. There is that balance of
those two pinnacles of Christian virtue. It may seem easy in
terms of articulation, but it takes a lifetime.

It means knowing sound doctrine, but it means also bearing the
fruit of the Spirit, which is love.

Christ was the perfect expression of truth and the perfect

expression of love.
He is the model.
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This balance belongs to those who know sound doctrine and
those who walk in the Spirit and manifest the fruit of the Spirit,
which is love.

Where we speak the truth in love, where everything that comes
out of our mouths is a right representation of divine revelation
spoken in love.

That was Christ, who spoke only the truth. He never spoke a
word that was not an accurate reflection of the mind of God and
He spoke in love. No one could question the love of Christ
demonstrated not only by His weeping over the very people
that God would judge. But demonstrated by His willingness to
go to the cross and give up His own life for those He loved.

This is the balance.

There are plenty of people today who are heavy on the love
side. They are ignorant.

What they are left with is an error or shallowness often clothed
in tolerant sentimentality. That is a poor substitute for genuine
love.

On the other hand, there are the orthodox who have all their
theological points and who knows doctrine but are unloving and
self-exalting. They are left with truth as cold facts, stifling and
unattractive.
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Manifesting both truth and love is only possible to the mature
believer who has grown into the measure of the stature which
belongs to the fullness of Christ.

Know the truth and speaks it in love.
To know the truth as God has revealed it and to love as Christ
loves.

That defines John.
John's treatment of himself, because of the way he refers to
himself in his gospel, we tend to think of John as humble.

He was eventually humble. He did not start out that way. But
because he is so self-effacing in his gospel, it is assumed by most
people that he was always that way.

John appears frequently leaning on Jesus' shoulder looking up
with a blank sort of the passive type. Not even close!

In his entire gospel, twenty-one chapters, he never once uses
his name, never. He would have every reason to do so had he

chosen, he never does.

How does he refer to himself?
He always refers to himself in reference to the Lord.

John 13:21-25, Q)Cws @easmers GlorareriilerLy,
YalufliGev  FES): 2 mFND QRHAUGT  TITWRTS
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T 1y&0sTRUUTeT eTeviy), OuiwrsGen Glouiwrs:Geu
2 BI%@H&&HF CFTONIHCDO eI FTL Pwrsss GFTereTmy.
22, uiQumrupg wrengsGMsgL  CuaERMTCrT  eTewIn)
Fopisar QUL ®), RBATO W T(Ha T
CrprERLiunissTiser 23. 9BSE FOWSHA® Ie(HewL W
Fapfled QCwasyse ISTuTaTaieTTU(BES 6 (HaIGT
@ Cusaller wrifGe Fruifg C\STEITIY(HBESTE. 24. WTTS
&S 51F CFrONIFDTOCDGSIY] afleTg@bLig
FCwratCGugI(h  IMNMEGHF — DFOSHTL QeI 25,
YLIGUTIpg gyeuet @) Cuasallar writiGe Frulng)6)sTes®:
DTG, DJQIGT WT TGN TEHT.

He never gives his own name.
He never speaks of himself in reference to himself.
He speaks of himself in reference to Jesus.

He is always honouring Christ.
John 13:1-2, wuvevasr uayessg arGer, @GCus

@eiyewssagalll G tgraleaflg@n@ L CurgbLigures
s w  Cauemar aupsosam  DBH, — STD

@)a16)6v55 ) (BEF D SLO(LPGO LW TS 6T LS FeD
Sy@yagsyCu, wpyauflupsep  jeuiseiL g5
9| GVTL|GHEUS ST 2. FCroreshler GLTIGTTSR W

wsravsTACurgs ENOVY 2 &1L 1950STHSESGLOLILY
LFrsraralaT 9aIaT @)(hSWSmSS STT1g RTLITL], 9o er
Gumgyeid LiesiTessd) 6\ TewitLg. (153695 Ui 60;

Jesus loved all His apostles, but it seems to me that there was a
unique way in which John gripped this.
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Since John was going to be so critical in articulating the truth,
the truth of the gospel of John, the life of Christ, the truth of the
epistles of John, life in the church, the truth of the book of
Revelation, the consummation of the ages, since John was so
critical to the truth, it was essential that it be balanced with
love.

So, the Lord took on John as a special project and taught him
how to love.

How do you teach a man how to love?
By loving him the way You want him to love.
You learn to love by being loved.

John got it, he gripped it. He was not the man whom Jesus had
called (that would have been nice), not the man whom Jesus
had chosen, not the man whom Jesus had taught, but the man
whom Jesus had loved.

Jesus was doing through the whole of His years with John was
loving him and loving him, and he got it.

At the foot of the cross John is there and the mother of Jesus,
Mary, is there along with some other women.

John 19:26-27, oyLiGumupg @)Cws FwuperL_w Frevuiujid
C8s Barm swai@g yaTuTd(BBES FapenesTud Hessd),
gL w sreow GCpra®): av@fCw, 9Csm, 2.&r wHer
erarpmy. 27. ey o555 Faypeves Cprad%): 9Gsm, 2 a1 smul
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John again referring to himself as the disciple whom Jesus
loved.

John was overwhelmed that Jesus loved him so much, that He
demonstrated such affection, love, care, compassion, grace,
and mercy.

By the time of the death of Christ, which is about two years after
the Luke passage, two years of training between when they
were identified and when Jesus died, John has learned love so
well that he said Jesus said from the cross to His mother.

Had John learned to love?

Jesus told Peter, "Feed My sheep."
Jesus told John, "Care for My mother."

There are records in the ecclesiastical history that indicate that
John never left Jerusalem and never left the care of Mary until
she died. He had become a lover of God because he was loved
in a unique way.

Jesus loved a man who wanted to burn up the Samaritans, that
He loved a man who sought honour for himself in the kingdom.
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When we look at the life of John truth and love. The truth, it
just comes through everything he says.

His gospel is a theology, it is a Christology. It is the theology of
Christ and the gospel. Itis divine truth.

His epistles are an affirmation of the theology of true salvation.
His book, the Revelation, is the ultimate Christology.

It is the presentation of the eternal glory of the Son of God.

He had the truth, but he also had love.

John uses the word "love" over 80 times in his writings. That is
why he has become known as the apostle of love. He learned
to love because the Lord loved him, and he got that message.

He learned to love the way the Lord loved him.

He taught that God is a God of love, that God loved His own Son,
that God loved the disciples, that God loves all men, that God is
loved by Christ, that Christ loved the disciples, that Christ loves
individuals, that Christ expects men to love Him, that Christ
taught that we should love one another, and that love fulfils the
law.

Love was a critical part of John's teaching. It is one of the
dominant themes. His love never slid into tolerant
sentimentality, masquerading as love. To the very end of his
life, he was still a son of thunder.

25



To the very end of his life, he lost none of his intolerance for
lies. It was near the end of his life, in the 90s, from 90 to 95 of
the first century.

He died in 98 or so. He wrote the Revelation in 96. It was in the
90s when he was writing his epistles that he was still thundering
out the truth.

Thundered against errant Christology’s.
He thundered against lies and deceptions.
He thundered against sin.

He thundered against immorality.

He was a son of thunder to the end.

The Lord knew that the most powerful advocate of love would
have to be a man who never compromised the truth. Otherwise,
his love would take him down the road of sentimentality and
tolerance of error, a road travelled by very many who claim
Christ. There was love, but there was never equivocation on the
truth.

John uses the word "witness" 70 times. It is another dominant
word because he was always the witness to the truth.

He referred to the witness of John the Baptist,
o The witness of Scripture,
o The witness of the Father,
o The witness of Christ,
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The witness of the miracles,
The witness of the Holy Spirit and
The witness of the apostles,

o O O O

All witnessing to the truth.

A lover of truth and a lover of God and a lover of men. John did
not lean on Jesus' shoulder because of some affection, but he
wanted to hear every word of truth that came out of the mouth
of Christ. Because he wanted to enjoy the pure love his Lord
gave him.

In the first chapters of Acts, John added his love and his
proclamation of the truth to Peter’s in the founding of the
church. Many years later, the end of the first century, when all
the other apostles were dead, he was still building Gentile
churches on truth and love.

Seventy years of this, he had become the patriarch of the
churches in Asia Minor, modern Turkey. He was banished into
isle of Patmos.

Revelation 1:9, "For the Word of God and the testimony of
Jesus.”

o migsar FCxnggas, @)CuwasFHavgalalfssw a@BFn
2 LUSFTAUSFTHG IeIB®LW TTHUSTDSIL SeIBeL W
OIS 2 BIGGT 2L GIUEISTATeTU)(HEF D
CumeurestTSw [5G G aucusess FesflLds s LpLb,
@ Cus@pevgiemaitiupu T PuleifZsapts, LSup
eTareyiid FaiGev @)H5CHer.
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His speaking the truth in love was more than the culture could
bear, and so they banished him to a small island five miles by
ten miles, Patmos.

It is in the Aegean Sea off the west coast of Turkey. He was on
that rock in exile because he would not give up the truth and he
preached it out of love for God and love for men. Two years
after he received the Revelation, around 96 A.D., in the year 98
A.D. during the reign of Emperor Trajan, he died.

Some traditions say he was most remembered because of a
constant phrase on his lips, "My little children, love one
another."

2 John 1:4-5, gmraiesred pmd GuUPD FHueesTullesiigCu
2 pewLw Latewarsaled Fovj FSFwsFHCv BLIFDS
BraT sesi® oy FECsTapILLl GLar 5. @QUOLITpS/D
QborGar, Brid ehaufGlVTHaIT Dy aTL I TG aleT(H G TN,
2 DSGL LYW SDLUGTWTS GTIPSTIOED, YFIPSM BIDSFS
2 T mull(hER D & LIGHGSTW TS eT(Ip D), LN

Geueririg & 6)s mair@nF Cmeur.

From the Father you came the truth. You are walking in it.
Glad that you have the truth, but you cannot have the truth
without Love.

What kind of love are we talking about?
1 John 2:6-7, aumBsGar HowssHs%HCD06eTaIn]
C\FTeOeYI % M a6, g BLBSLIgCw EYG)
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BL&&Cauesipd. 7. FCxTsICr, BreT 2 BFE@HSGL LBw
HSPLIGCHGTEN W V6V, TIPS BEISaT GILIPDBSFD LienLpw
spumeTewluw TIpSIFRCYET; YBSLI LMW &DLIGHGT
bEIseT YT (1S5 CHL 19 BHAFD cusFeTHsTGET.

The love of obedience.

You love God then be obedient.

You love Christ then be obedient to His Word.

Love God, love Christ and in obedience to His Word love one
another.

Summary:

John is so glad that they walk in the truth.

Cannot walk in the truth apart from love.

They got to love God, love Christ by obeying The Word.
Do not let that love sink to a tolerance of error.

Do not turn it into sentimentality.

Conclusion:

D. L. Moody who was a preacher of hell-fire and damnation
only. Somehow there showed up at the church where Moody
was in Chicago a little Englishman by the name of Harry, and
Moody attests to the fact that Harry preached from John 3:16,
"For God so loved the world," and it was the first time Moody
had ever understood the love of God.
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Moody was so taken by what this man said that he announced
to the people that he was preaching on the same subject every
night that week. Bring your friends. It was a new discovery. So,
this little Englishman took the same text every night for a week
and Moody at the end of the week said for the first time in his
life he understood the love of God.

That could be said for almost every era of the church.

30



