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Apostles- John 

Luke 6:12-16 

 

Luke 6:12-16, Now it came to pass in those days that He went 

out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to 

God. 13 And when it was day, He called His disciples 

to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also 

named apostles: 14 Simon, whom He also named Peter, and 

Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and 

Bartholomew; 15 Matthew and Thomas; James the son of 

Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot; 16 Judas the son of 

James, and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor. 

 

Group One: 

 

1. Simon called Peter,  

2. Andrew,  

3. James,  

4. John.   

 

Peter, James, and John’s names get mixed around in the list, 

Peter’s is always first, but they are always in group one. 
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Group Two: 

 

1. Philip,  

2. Bartholomew — or Nathanael,  

3. Matthew,  

4. Thomas. 

 

Always group two in every list.   

The names of Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, and Thomas get 

mixed, but Philip is always the first name of group two. 

 

Group Three: 

 

1. James the son of Alphaeus,  

2. Simon the Zealot,  

3. Judas son of James,  

4. Judas Iscariot. 

 

Always the same in every list. 

 

The names may be mixed a little bit, the two middle names, the 

names of Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James get 

mixed. 

 

James the son of Alphaeus is always the first name in group four 

and Judas is always the last name of the twelve. 
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John   

 

John, the brother of James. 

 

John is familiar to us because of the gospel of John. 

He also wrote three epistles of John. 

He also received the apocalypse, the Revelation that ends the 

New Testament.   

 

We have a lot of information that John has provided for us. 

 

• John has given us the story of Jesus in his gospel.   

• He has given us three epistles in which the Holy Spirit 

inspired him to write important matters to the church.   

• He has given us the visions of Christ that dominate the 

apocalypse. 

 

We can know much about John from how he views things in his 

gospel, much about John from how he views the church in his 

epistles, and much about John from how he views the 

revelations that he receives, the visions of Christ.   

 

John also was part of the inner circle, Peter, James, and John 

being the most intimate followers of Christ.  Andrew was always 

a part of group one.   

 

Every list of the apostles has three groups and the people in the 

groups are always the same first four. 
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The three were the most intimate, Peter, James, and John.  

Probably John would be the one about whom we know the most 

next to Peter.  Of course, we have more writing from John than 

we do Peter, since Peter only wrote two epistles.  So, John takes 

up a huge part of the New Testament by his writings, and an 

important part of the gospels by his presence and is there with 

Peter as a companion in the first twelve chapters of Acts. 

 

John is the brother of James.  

 

Luke 5:10, சீம ோனுக்குக் கூட்டோளிகளோன செசெமேயுவின் 

கு ோரரோகிய யோக்மகோபும் மயோவோனும் அந்ேப்ெடிமய 

பிரமித்ேோர்கள். அப்செோழுது இமயசு சீம ோனன ம ோக்கி: 

ெயப்ெடோமே, இதுமுேல் நீ  னுஷனரப் 

பிடிக்கிறவனோயிருப்ெோய் என்றோர். 

 

James and John were sons of Zebedee, which makes them 

brothers.  They were partners with Simon.   

 

What we have with these four, Peter, James, John, and Andrew, 

are two sets of brother, Peter and Andrew, and James and John 

who were in the fishing business together.  They were partners 

in a fishing business.   

 

They came from the same area.   

They lived in the same area.   

They worked together every day.  

They were close friends and business partners.   
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John did become to some degree humble.  John did respond to 

the shaping ministry of Jesus in his life and learn to love.   

 

He started out, along with his brother James, as a son of 

thunder.  

 

Mark 3:17, செசெமேயுவின் கு ோரனோகிய யோக்மகோபு, 

யோக்மகோபின் ெமகோேரனோகிய மயோவோன், இவ்விருவருக்கும் 

இடிமுழக்க  க்கசளன்று அர்த்ேங்சகோள்ளும் 

செோவசனர்மகஸ் என்கிற செயரிட்டோர். 

 

o John was volatile.   

o John was brash.   

o John was aggressive.   

o John was passionate.   

o John was zealous.   

o John was personally ambitious. 

 

When James was calling down fire from heaven to burn up the 

Samaritans, John was echoing.  It was James and John.  

 

Andrew, who was quietly bringing people to Jesus and it was 

James and John who was telling God to burn up all the 

unbelievers. 

 

When the mother, the wife of Zebedee, came to Jesus and said, 

"I want my boys on the right and the left hand," it was not just 

James there, it was John.   
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• John was driven.   

• John was ambitious.   

• John wanted prominence.   

 

John was in the middle of all the arguments among the apostles 

about who was going to be the greatest in the kingdom.   

 

So, do not assume that when it says, "James and John," even 

though James is named first and may have been the stronger of 

the two and may have been the older of the two, still John was 

as well. 

 

If you study Matthew, Mark, and Luke you always see John with 

Jesus, with Peter, with James.   

 

Only one time does John appear and speak alone.   

 

Mark chapter 9.   

Here we get John without James, and Peter! 

Only John. 

 

This is the only singular glimpse of John in the synoptic. The first 

three gospels are called the synoptics because they give a 

synopsis of the life of Christ, whereas John deals more with His 

deity being expressed through a series of miracles and self-

proclaimed statements of His own identity. 
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In Mark 9 we get John alone.  The rest of the things about John 

we must construct from his gospel, epistles, and the book of 

Revelation, but here is historical narrative on John.   

 

Mark 9:1, அன்றியும், அவர் அவர்கனள ம ோக்கி: இங்மக 

நிற்கிறவர்களில் சிலர் மேவனுனடய ரோஜ்யம் ெலத்மேோமட 

வருவனேக் கோணும்முன்,  ரணத்னே ருசிெோர்ப்ெதில்னல 

சயன்று, ச ய்யோகமவ உங்களுக்குச் செோல்லுகிமறன் என்றோர். 

 

Jesus makes this incredible statement that some of you are 

standing here will not taste death until they see the kingdom of 

God after it is come with power.  This is an amazing statement.  

Some of you people here are not going to die until you see 

kingdom power. 

 

What is Jesus talking about?   

He was talking about previews of coming attractions is what He 

was talking about.   

 

Which happened immediately after that, six days later. 

 

Mark 9:2, ஆறு ோனளக்குப் பின்பு, இமயசு மெதுருனவயும் 

யோக்மகோனெயும் மயோவோனனயும் அனழத்து, உயர்ந்ே 

 னலயின்ம ல் அவர்கனளத் ேனிமய கூட்டிக்சகோண்டுமெோய், 

அவர்களுக்கு முன்ெோக  றுரூெ ோனோர்; 

 

Six days after Jesus said some of you are going to see the glory 

of the Kingdom before you die. Jesus took with Him Peter, 

James, and John, the inner circle who were often with Him, 
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apart from Andrew, brought them to a high mountain by 

themselves and He was transfigured before them. 

 

What happened there is that He pulled back the veil of His 

human flesh and the Shekinah glory, the very essence of the 

nature of the eternal God, was shining out in blazing brilliance.  

 

The record of Matthew 17 is that it was so shocking that the 

disciples were literally terrified into a coma. They fell over like 

dead people. This is something they had never experienced.  

This was a transcendental experience, the likes of which they 

had never even imagined.   

 

The garments of the Saviour became radiant, exceedingly white 

as no launderer on earth could whiten them. There is not any 

product that can get them as white as they were white.   

 

It is blazing, shining, glowing white, like light.  Then Elijah 

showed up and then Moses showed up in some kind of glorified 

manifestation. 

 

They became terrified. 

Mark 9:6-8, அவர்கள் மிகவும் ெயந்திருந்ேெடியோல், ேோன் 

மெசுகிறது இன்னசேன்று அறியோ ல் இப்ெடிச் செோன்னோன். 7. 

அப்செோழுது, ஒரு ம கம் அவர்கள்ம ல் நிழலிட்டது: இவர் 

என்னுனடய ம ெகு ோரன், இவருக்குச் செவிசகோடுங்கள் 

என்று அந்ே ம கத்திலிருந்து ஒரு ெத்ேம் உண்டோயிற்று. 
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8. உடமன அவர்கள் சுற்றிலும் ெோர்த்ேமெோது, இமயசு 

ஒருவனரத்ேவிர மவசறோருவனரயும் கோணவில்னல. 

 

This is an incredible thing Peter, James and John to experience, 

unique privilege. 

 

Mark 9:9, அவர்கள்  னலயிலிருந்து இறங்குகிறமெோது, அவர் 

அவர்கனள ம ோக்கி:  னுஷகு ோரன்  ரித்மேோரிலிருந்து 

எழுந்திருக்கும்வனரக்கும், நீங்கள் கண்டனவகனள 

ஒருவருக்கும் செோல்லமவண்டோம் என்று கட்டனளயிட்டோர். 

 

That is hard to do.  They have just seen the most incredible thing 

that could ever be seen by anybody and cannot tell anybody 

about it.  This is a great restraint to put upon them. 

 

The disciples were always arguing about who was going to be 

the greatest.  This is very difficult for them not to use this as 

ammunition for their own case.   

 

Mark 9:10,  ரித்மேோரிலிருந்து எழுந்திருப்ெது என்னசவன்று 

அவர்கள் ஒருவரிடத்தில் ஒருவர் விெோரித்து, அந்ே 

வோர்த்னேனயத் ேங்களுக்குள்மள அடக்கிக்சகோண்டு: 

 

They heard Him talk about rising from the dead and they seized 

on that statement and began to talk about that. 

 

Lots to talk about:  

o Talk about Moses,  

o Talk about Elijah, 
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o Talk about the glory of God shining through the veil of 

Jesus' flesh,  

o Talk about resurrection.  

 

o They had a glimpse of the Kingdom.  

o They must have been excited.   

o They saw things that never could be seen or known by 

anybody and this is what is going to happen.   

 

This is where we are going to be, this is some foretaste of the 

glory to come. 

 

Mark 9:33, அவர் கப்ெர் கூமுக்கு வந்து, வீட்டிமல 

இருக்கும்மெோது, அவர்கனள ம ோக்கி: நீங்கள் வழியிமல 

எனேக்குறித்து உங்களுக்குள்மள ேர்க்கம்ெண்ணினீர்கள் என்று 

மகட்டோர். 

  

Jesus was not looking for the information. 

Jesus was looking for the confession.   

 

He knew exactly what they were talking about.  

Mark 9:34, அேற்கு அவர்கள் மெெோ ல் இருந்ேோர்கள்; 

ஏசனனில் அவர்கள் ேங்களுக்குள்மள எவன் செரியவன் 

என்று வழியில் ேர்க்கம்ெண்ணினோர்கள். 

 

Why they were silent? 

They were embarrassed.   

 

Why were they embarrassed?   
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Because on the way they had discussed with one another which 

of them was the greatest. 

 

Just do your imagination about Peter, James and John 

discussing about the incident! 

Sitting down He called the twelve and said to them the 

following. 

 

Mark 9:35-37, அப்செோழுது அவர் உட்கோர்ந்து, 

ென்னிருவனரயும் அனழத்து: எவனோகிலும் முேல்வனோயிருக்க 

விரும்பினோல் அவன் எல்லோருக்கும் கனடயோனவனும், 

எல்லோருக்கும் ஊழியக்கோரனு ோயிருக்கக்கடவன் என்று 

செோல்லி, 36. ஒரு சிறு பிள்னளனய எடுத்து, அனே அவர்கள் 

 டுவிமல நிறுத்தி, அனே அனணத்துக்சகோண்டு: 

37. இப்ெடிப்ெட்ட சிறு பிள்னளகளில் ஒன்னற என் 

 ோ த்தினோமல ஏற்றுக்சகோள்ளுகிறவன் என்னன 

ஏற்றுக்சகோள்ளுகிறோன்; என்னன ஏற்றுக்சகோள்ளுகிறவன் 

என்னன அல்ல, என்னன அனுப்பினவனர 

ஏற்றுக்சகோள்ளுகிறோன் என்றோர். 

 

Instead of arguing and fighting with each other why do not you 

learn that receiving each other as a child. This is what I require 

because when you receive one another you receive Me because 

I live in that person.   

 

Instead of fighting each other you need to embrace each other 

as if I were coming to you.   

instead of desiring to be first, you need to take the role of last. 
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This was a serious rebuke.  

Particularly John got the message and here we have the only 

time John speaks in these three opening gospels.   

 

Mark 9:38, அப்செோழுது மயோவோன் அவனர ம ோக்கி: 

மெோேகமர,  ம்ன ப் பின்ெற்றோேவன் ஒருவன் உ து 

 ோ த்தினோமல பிெோசுகனளத் துரத்துகிறனேக் கண்மடோம்; 

அவன்  ம்ன ப் பின்ெற்றோேவனோனேோல் அவனனத் 

ேடுத்மேோம் என்றோன். 

 

John spoke because he was convicted.  This is sectarianism.   

They did not belong to our group.   

 

This is the intolerance of John.  This is the son of thunder.  This 

is Boanerges.  This is that sectarianism. 

 

He desired to have it all for himself and not share it with 

anybody else, especially somebody outside the group.  This is 

John. 

 

John begins to see that as something undesirable and makes 

this confession.   

 

John was aggressive.  He was competitive.  He was condemning 

a man who was trying to minister in the name of Jesus.   

 

John confessing, "I confess, we did that."  Because he now is 

beginning to feel that that is wrong because of what Jesus had 

just said.   
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John is the one who verbalizes that he had such a spirit, and he 

did exhibit them. 

 

John is making the confession shows us his transformation.  His 

conscience is bothering him.   

 

Here we see John the past and John in the present beginning to 

change. 

 

So, John, the one time he speaks, confesses his narrowness, 

confesses his sectarianism, confesses his prejudice.   

 

Why would the Lord choose a man like that? 

Because that redeemed and shaped is useful to God, that kind 

of courage and strength belongs to the history of the Christian 

church. 

 

The Lord needs men of great courage, great ambition, great 

drive, great passion, great zeal, and great boldness.  John had 

that potential for being the kind of man the Lord needed.  He 

had the potential to be the blend of truth and love that God 

wanted.   

 

In Mark 9 we begin to see a critical rebuke that starts to move 

John toward being a man of love.  His strength was shaped by 

the Lord into a narrow, uncompromising, intolerant devotion to 

divine truth.   
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John, of all the writers of the New Testament, in fact all the 

writers in the Bible really, is the most black and white.  He is the 

most absolute.   

 

He is the one who speaks in certainties.  

There does not seem to be any grey area in John.   

 

John is black and white without exceptions. 

 

➢ Either in the light or the darkness.   

➢ Either life or death,  

➢ Either kingdom of God or kingdom of the devil,  

➢ Either children of God or children of Satan.   

➢ Judgment of the righteous or the judgment of the 

wicked.   

➢ The resurrection of life or the resurrection of 

damnation.  Receiving Christ or rejecting Christ.   

➢ Fruit or no fruit.   

➢ Bearing fruit to God’s glory or being cut off and burned,  

➢ Obedience or disobedience.  

➢ Loving or not loving.   

 

It is absolute all the way down the line. 

 

When we read his epistles, in 1 John and he says,  

• if you are a believer, then you are in the light.  

• you are confessing your sins and you are walking the 

way Jesus walked.  
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• you are loving your brother and you are obeying the 

commandments.  

• you are not loving the world and you are not continuing 

in sin. 

• you are ministering to your brother when you see him in 

need and you are keeping the commandments,  

• you are living righteously, and you are pure,  

• you are loving the truth. 

 

John never gives you any window. You must go to Paul for a 

little space there. 

 

2 John, he calls for complete, total separation from all that is 

false.   

3 John verse 11, பிரிய ோனவமன, நீ தீன யோனனேப் 

பின்ெற்றோ ல்,  ன்ன யோனனேப் பின்ெற்று, 

 ன்ன செய்கிறவன் மேவனோல் உண்டோயிருக்கிறோன்; 

தீன செய்கிறவன் மேவனனக் கோணவில்னல. 

 

Black and white.  

 

If you do good, you are of God, you do not then you are not.  

That was his personality.  He was the black and white, absolute, 

certain man. 

 

He spoke the truth unwavering without exceptions.  But I have 

to say that he did so with a warm personal pastoral tone.  The 

Lord had taken that tendency toward conviction and 
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narrowness and an uncompromising attitude and He had tied it 

to the truth so that John relentlessly adheres to the absolute 

truth of God. 

 

Somewhere along the line, his ambition that makes a man 

courageous and confident and bold and zealous and passionate 

was mellowed.   

 

We never find in any of his writings the slightest hint of pride, 

the slightest hint of self-aggrandizement, self-exaltation, or 

ambition.  

  

Characterize John. 
✓ Truth, and  

✓ Love.  

 

All the New Testament material on John is going to hang on a 

frame of truth and love.  Those two spiritual realities are critical 

to the kingdom of God.  

 

They are,  

• irreplaceable,  

• essential, and  

• inseparable from each other. 

 

How to describe John? 

A man of truth and love. 

The most desirable mix possible.   
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Pursue a perfect balance of spiritual mix of truth and love.  

Know the truth and hold it with love. 

 

Ephesians 4:13, அவர், சிலனர அப்மெோஸ்ேலரோகவும், சிலனரத் 

தீர்க்கேரிசிகளோகவும், சிலனரச் சுவிமெஷகரோகவும், சிலனர 

ம ய்ப்ெரோகவும், மெோேகரோகவும் ஏற்ெடுத்தினோர். (In Eng V11) 

 

God's design for the church, both as to its ministry and its goal.   

The Lord gives gifted men to His church, gifted men that He has 

redeemed.  They are those who have leadership in the church.  

 

Their responsibility? 

Ephesians 4:12, ெரிசுத்ேவோன்கள் சீர்செோருந்தும்செோருட்டு, 

சுவிமெஷ ஊழியத்தின் மவனலக்கோகவும், கிறிஸ்துவின் 

ெரீர ோகிய ெனெயோனது ெக்திவிருத்தி அனடவேற்கோகவும், 

 

This is sanctification.  This is the maturing process.  This is 

spiritual growth.  

 

Goal? 

 

Ephesians 4:13, ம லும்  ோம் அனனவரும் மேவனுனடய 

கு ோரனனப்ெற்றும் விசுவோெத்திலும் அறிவிலும் 

ஒருன ப்ெட்டவர்களோகி, கிறிஸ்துவினுனடய நினறவோன 

வளர்ச்சியின் அளவுக்குத்ேக்க பூரண புருஷரோகும்வனரக்கும், 

 

We are all heading towards one singular place, the faith takes 

us to one end.  It is the knowledge of the Son of God that 



18 
 

produces a mature man to the measure of a stature which 

belongs to the fullness of Christ. 

 

The Lord has given to the church teachers, apostles, prophets, 

evangelists, teaching pastors for the purpose of building up the 

saints with the goal that their edification or their maturing 

brings them to the measure of the stature which belongs to the 

fullness of Christ.   

 

The goal of, 

➢ Sanctification,  

➢ All ministry,  

➢ Church,  

➢ Spiritual growth then is Christ-likeness.  

 

Everything the Lord is doing in the church through the gifted 

men, everything His Spirit is working in the process of 

sanctification, spiritual development is to bring us to a mature 

man.   

 

Maturity is defined as Christ! 

 

The negative side? 

Ephesians 4:14,  ோம் இனிக் குழந்னேகளோயிரோ ல், 

 னுஷருனடய சூதும் வஞ்சிக்கிறேற்மகதுவோன 

ேந்திரமுமுள்ள மெோேக ோகிய ெலவிே கோற்றினோமல 

அனலகனளப்மெோல அடிெட்டு அனலகிறவர்களோயிரோ ல், 

 

We are no longer children! 
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Children are vulnerable. They make a good metaphor for 

spiritually immature people. 

 

The Lord is moving us to a place where we no longer lack 

discernment, where we no longer lack discretion, or 

discrimination or wisdom, or understanding.  

  

But rather we have moved out of the vulnerability of childhood 

into the wisdom of maturity.  We come to this point of the 

measure of the stature of fullness of Christ, speaking the truth 

in love.  We are to grow up in all aspects unto Him who is the 

head, even Christ. 

 

What does it mean to be spiritually mature? 

It means to speak the truth in love.   

 

We are going in our spiritual progress to a point where we know 

the truth, but we speak it with love.  There is that balance of 

those two pinnacles of Christian virtue.  It may seem easy in 

terms of articulation, but it takes a lifetime. 

 

It means knowing sound doctrine, but it means also bearing the 

fruit of the Spirit, which is love.   

 

Christ was the perfect expression of truth and the perfect 

expression of love.   

He is the model.   
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This balance belongs to those who know sound doctrine and 

those who walk in the Spirit and manifest the fruit of the Spirit, 

which is love. 

 

Where we speak the truth in love, where everything that comes 

out of our mouths is a right representation of divine revelation 

spoken in love.  

 

That was Christ, who spoke only the truth.  He never spoke a 

word that was not an accurate reflection of the mind of God and 

He spoke in love.  No one could question the love of Christ 

demonstrated not only by His weeping over the very people 

that God would judge. But demonstrated by His willingness to 

go to the cross and give up His own life for those He loved.  

 

This is the balance. 

 

There are plenty of people today who are heavy on the love 

side.  They are ignorant. 

 

What they are left with is an error or shallowness often clothed 

in tolerant sentimentality.  That is a poor substitute for genuine 

love. 

 

On the other hand, there are the orthodox who have all their 

theological points and who knows doctrine but are unloving and 

self-exalting.  They are left with truth as cold facts, stifling and 

unattractive. 
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Manifesting both truth and love is only possible to the mature 

believer who has grown into the measure of the stature which 

belongs to the fullness of Christ.  

 

Know the truth and speaks it in love. 

To know the truth as God has revealed it and to love as Christ 

loves.   

 

That defines John.   

John's treatment of himself, because of the way he refers to 

himself in his gospel, we tend to think of John as humble.   

 

He was eventually humble.  He did not start out that way.  But 

because he is so self-effacing in his gospel, it is assumed by most 

people that he was always that way. 

 

John appears frequently leaning on Jesus' shoulder looking up 

with a blank sort of the passive type.  Not even close! 

 

In his entire gospel, twenty-one chapters, he never once uses 

his name, never.  He would have every reason to do so had he 

chosen, he never does. 

 

How does he refer to himself? 

He always refers to himself in reference to the Lord.  

 

John 13:21-25, இமயசு இனவகனளச் செோன்னபின்பு, 

ஆவியிமல கலங்கி: உங்களில் ஒருவன் என்னனக் 
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கோட்டிக்சகோடுப்ெோன் என்று, ச ய்யோகமவ ச ய்யோகமவ 

உங்களுக்குச் செோல்லுகிமறசனன்று ெோட்சியோகச் செோன்னோர். 

22. அப்செோழுது யோனரக்குறித்துப் மெசுகிறோமரோ என்று 

சீஷர்கள் ஐயப்ெட்டு, ஒருவனரசயோருவர் 

ம ோக்கிப்ெோர்த்ேோர்கள். 23. அந்ேச் ெ யத்தில் அவருனடய 

சீஷரில் இமயசுவுக்கு அன்ெோனவனோயிருந்ே ஒருவன் 

இமயசுவின்  ோர்பிமல ெோய்ந்துசகோண்டிருந்ேோன். 24. யோனரக் 

குறித்துச் செோல்லுகிறோசறன்று விெோரிக்கும்ெடி 

சீம ோன்மெதுரு அவனுக்குச் னெனககோட்டினோன். 25. 

அப்செோழுது அவன் இமயசுவின்  ோர்பிமல ெோய்ந்துசகோண்டு: 

ஆண்டவமர, அவன் யோர் என்றோன். 

 

He never gives his own name.  

He never speaks of himself in reference to himself.  

He speaks of himself in reference to Jesus.   

 

He is always honouring Christ.   

 

John 13:1-2, ெஸ்கோ ெண்டினகக்கு முன்மன, இமயசு 

இவ்வுலகத்னேவிட்டுப் பிேோவினிடத்திற்குப் மெோகும்ெடியோன 

ேம்முனடய மவனள வந்ேசேன்று அறிந்து, ேோம் 

இவ்வுலகத்திலிருக்கிற ேம்முனடயவர்களிடத்தில் 

அன்புனவத்ேெடிமய, முடிவுெரியந்ேமும் அவர்களிடத்தில் 

அன்புனவத்ேோர். 2. சீம ோனின் கு ோரனோகிய 

யூேோஸ்கோரிமயோத்து அவனரக் கோட்டிக்சகோடுக்கும்ெடி 

பிெோெோனவன் அவன் இருேயத்னேத் தூண்டினபின்பு, அவர்கள் 

மெோஜனம்ெண்ணிக்சகோண்டிருக்னகயில்; 

 

Jesus loved all His apostles, but it seems to me that there was a 

unique way in which John gripped this. 
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Since John was going to be so critical in articulating the truth, 

the truth of the gospel of John, the life of Christ, the truth of the 

epistles of John, life in the church, the truth of the book of 

Revelation, the consummation of the ages, since John was so 

critical to the truth, it was essential that it be balanced with 

love.   

 

So, the Lord took on John as a special project and taught him 

how to love.   

 

How do you teach a man how to love?   

By loving him the way You want him to love.   

You learn to love by being loved.  

 

John got it, he gripped it. He was not the man whom Jesus had 

called (that would have been nice), not the man whom Jesus 

had chosen, not the man whom Jesus had taught, but the man 

whom Jesus had loved.   

 

Jesus was doing through the whole of His years with John was 

loving him and loving him, and he got it. 

 

At the foot of the cross John is there and the mother of Jesus, 

Mary, is there along with some other women.   

 

John 19:26-27, அப்செோழுது இமயசு ேம்முனடய ேோனயயும் 

அருமக நின்ற ே க்கு அன்ெோயிருந்ே சீஷனனயும் கண்டு, 

ேம்முனடய ேோனய ம ோக்கி: ஸ்திரீமய, அமேோ, உன்  கன் 

என்றோர். 27. பின்பு அந்ேச் சீஷனன ம ோக்கி: அமேோ, உன் ேோய் 
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என்றோர். அந்ம ரமுேல் அந்ேச் சீஷன் அவனளத் ேன்னிட ோய் 

ஏற்றுக்சகோண்டோன். 

 

John again referring to himself as the disciple whom Jesus 

loved.   

 

John was overwhelmed that Jesus loved him so much, that He 

demonstrated such affection, love, care, compassion, grace, 

and mercy. 

 

By the time of the death of Christ, which is about two years after 

the Luke passage, two years of training between when they 

were identified and when Jesus died, John has learned love so 

well that he said Jesus said from the cross to His mother. 

 

Had John learned to love?   

 

Jesus told Peter, "Feed My sheep."   

Jesus told John, "Care for My mother."   

 

There are records in the ecclesiastical history that indicate that 

John never left Jerusalem and never left the care of Mary until 

she died.  He had become a lover of God because he was loved 

in a unique way. 

 

Jesus loved a man who wanted to burn up the Samaritans, that 

He loved a man who sought honour for himself in the kingdom.  
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When we look at the life of John truth and love.  The truth, it 

just comes through everything he says.  

 

His gospel is a theology, it is a Christology.  It is the theology of 

Christ and the gospel.  It is divine truth.   

 

His epistles are an affirmation of the theology of true salvation.  

His book, the Revelation, is the ultimate Christology.   

It is the presentation of the eternal glory of the Son of God.   

He had the truth, but he also had love. 

 

John uses the word "love" over 80 times in his writings.  That is 

why he has become known as the apostle of love.  He learned 

to love because the Lord loved him, and he got that message.   

 

He learned to love the way the Lord loved him.   

 

He taught that God is a God of love, that God loved His own Son, 

that God loved the disciples, that God loves all men, that God is 

loved by Christ, that Christ loved the disciples, that Christ loves 

individuals, that Christ expects men to love Him, that Christ 

taught that we should love one another, and that love fulfils the 

law.   

 

Love was a critical part of John's teaching.  It is one of the 

dominant themes.  His love never slid into tolerant 

sentimentality, masquerading as love.  To the very end of his 

life, he was still a son of thunder.   
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To the very end of his life, he lost none of his intolerance for 

lies.  It was near the end of his life, in the 90s, from 90 to 95 of 

the first century. 

 

He died in 98 or so. He wrote the Revelation in 96. It was in the 

90s when he was writing his epistles that he was still thundering 

out the truth. 

 

Thundered against errant Christology’s. 

He thundered against lies and deceptions. 

He thundered against sin. 

He thundered against immorality.   

He was a son of thunder to the end. 

 

The Lord knew that the most powerful advocate of love would 

have to be a man who never compromised the truth. Otherwise, 

his love would take him down the road of sentimentality and 

tolerance of error, a road travelled by very many who claim 

Christ.  There was love, but there was never equivocation on the 

truth. 

 

John uses the word "witness" 70 times.  It is another dominant 

word because he was always the witness to the truth.   

 

He referred to the witness of John the Baptist,  

o The witness of Scripture,  

o The witness of the Father,  

o The witness of Christ,  



27 
 

o The witness of the miracles,  

o The witness of the Holy Spirit and  

o The witness of the apostles,  

o All witnessing to the truth.   

 

A lover of truth and a lover of God and a lover of men. John did 

not lean on Jesus' shoulder because of some affection, but he 

wanted to hear every word of truth that came out of the mouth 

of Christ. Because he wanted to enjoy the pure love his Lord 

gave him. 

 

In the first chapters of Acts, John added his love and his 

proclamation of the truth to Peter’s in the founding of the 

church.  Many years later, the end of the first century, when all 

the other apostles were dead, he was still building Gentile 

churches on truth and love.   

 

Seventy years of this, he had become the patriarch of the 

churches in Asia Minor, modern Turkey.  He was banished into 

isle of Patmos. 

 

Revelation 1:9, "For the Word of God and the testimony of 

Jesus.”   
உங்கள் ெமகோேரனும், இமயசுகிறிஸ்துவினிமித்ேம் வருகிற 

உெத்திரவத்திற்கும் அவருனடய ரோஜ்யத்திற்கும் அவருனடய 

செோறுன க்கும் உங்கள் உடன்ெங்கோளனு ோயிருக்கிற 

மயோவோனோகிய  ோன் மேவவெனத்தினிமித்ேமும், 

இமயசுகிறிஸ்துனவப்ெற்றிய ெோட்சியினிமித்ேமும், ெத்மு 

என்னும் தீவிமல இருந்மேன். 
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 His speaking the truth in love was more than the culture could 

bear, and so they banished him to a small island five miles by 

ten miles, Patmos. 

 

It is in the Aegean Sea off the west coast of Turkey. He was on 

that rock in exile because he would not give up the truth and he 

preached it out of love for God and love for men.  Two years 

after he received the Revelation, around 96 A.D., in the year 98 

A.D. during the reign of Emperor Trajan, he died. 

 

Some traditions say he was most remembered because of a 

constant phrase on his lips, "My little children, love one 

another."  

 

2 John 1:4-5, பிேோவினோல்  ோம் செற்ற கற்ெனனயின்ெடிமய 

உம்முனடய பிள்னளகளில் சிலர் ெத்தியத்திமல  டக்கிறனே 

 ோன் கண்டு மிகவும் ெந்மேோஷப்ெட்மடன். 5. இப்செோழுதும் 

அம் ோமள,  ோம் ஒருவரிசலோருவர் அன்புகூரமவண்டுச ன்று, 

உ க்குப் புதிய கற்ெனனயோக எழுேோ ல், ஆதிமுேல்   க்கு 

உண்டோயிருக்கிற கற்ெனனயோக எழுதி, உம்ன  

மவண்டிக்சகோள்ளுகிமறன். 

 

From the Father you came the truth.  You are walking in it.   

Glad that you have the truth, but you cannot have the truth 

without Love. 

 

What kind of love are we talking about?   

1 John 2:6-7, அவருக்குள் நினலத்திருக்கிமறசனன்று 

செோல்லுகிறவன், அவர்  டந்ேெடிமய ேோனும் 
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 டக்கமவண்டும். 7. ெமகோேரமர,  ோன் உங்களுக்குப் புதிய 

கற்ெனனனய அல்ல, ஆதிமுேல் நீங்கள் செற்றிருக்கிற ெனழய 

கற்ெனனனயமய எழுதுகிமறன்; அந்ேப் ெனழய கற்ெனன 

நீங்கள் ஆதிமுேல் மகட்டிருக்கிற வெனந்ேோமன. 

 

The love of obedience.   

You love God then be obedient.   

You love Christ then be obedient to His Word.   

Love God, love Christ and in obedience to His Word love one 

another.  

 

Summary: 

 

John is so glad that they walk in the truth.   

Cannot walk in the truth apart from love.   

They got to love God, love Christ by obeying The Word.   

Do not let that love sink to a tolerance of error.   

Do not turn it into sentimentality.   

 

Conclusion: 
 

D. L. Moody who was a preacher of hell-fire and damnation 

only.  Somehow there showed up at the church where Moody 

was in Chicago a little Englishman by the name of Harry, and 

Moody attests to the fact that Harry preached from John 3:16, 

"For God so loved the world," and it was the first time Moody 

had ever understood the love of God.   
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Moody was so taken by what this man said that he announced 

to the people that he was preaching on the same subject every 

night that week. Bring your friends.  It was a new discovery.  So, 

this little Englishman took the same text every night for a week 

and Moody at the end of the week said for the first time in his 

life he understood the love of God. 

 

That could be said for almost every era of the church.   

 


