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Romans 28

Wisdom of men makes them fools.
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Paul begins the message of the good news of Jesus Christ with the wrath of God. The wrath of God
is revealed against all ungodliness.

Paul learnt this technique of presenting the negative side of the good news from the Lord himself.
Our Lord had more to say about judgment, destruction, damnation, and about hell than anybody
else recorded in Scripture.

As we open the paged of the New Testament, we find ourselves in Matthew.
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This is about enough to get the message!
Please understand that there is no cunning in the heart of our Lord as the message of the New

Testament is given. It is clear from the very beginning that God is a God of judgment, that God is a
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God of wrath, that God is a God who punishes sin, and predominately that message is uttered by
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.

Precisely this is how the New Testament ends, the way it began.

Oeuafl 22:12-19, @Gsr, &Fs&gwmwl wuBHCDEr YauarageL w & flenwsafleriig
IUTAIGIES BT YeflFGL LT eTarGarmCL oL S S. 13. BIGT LT LD
ROWETOYLL, YBUYLD — YBSUPL, — pBPeTaupd LIS ereupLomul (5SS Coear.  14.
Sl L FEP@TCLL® YFSTILTATUISATTUSDGLD, MUTFOSOT UMY BSISIDGeT
rCau@LiugpGLd oG w spLUmesaiay CFuiSpaiser LTSS weiTesar. 15.
BTUS@FLD, GNWSESTI(HL), LUFTISSTI(HLE, CETUTSEHLD, NSFISTINSE®TSESETI(HLD,
Qumienw aBLoL yFerig OFuiSn wraimLd LpbGL @) BLILITISET.

16. FeoLISaN 6 @)MaUFHEET 2_EIS%@5%GHF FTL Fwns Plails@GLdLLg 6@ @) CuaHear&w b6 616
arsemar eLi9Cearear. prer smafPer Gauwd FBsBud, Lgsmrewerar ailig Gleuaraf
BLFSSIUpomuiBESHCpear  eretpmy.  17. yefluyld LOGSTUTL IQUILD 6T  GTGTE) D TIS 6T,
CaLl @paugild T  GIRTLNGITS, SIS (BESDMIGT QIISSL et  &fl(5LILILpaTaT6 6T
daugsaieanieny QweusFomyl UTEIFECETeTOSESL auer. 18 QBSL  LavS5SB el aTar
BrsssflFar aiFasisamersd CELU D WIaBEGLD BT FTL QWS TFFNESDSTOIZ): 6 (66T
@wa1sCarrGL TengWTE I Fnl 19 eTTe, QBSLI LjoVS5SF 6 TG UNBEED aITNSSHeD 6T
Gaouer YauatGuwed amLU@eurd. 19, @OuaT QBsS Jisssfloet LjavS55s 56T
TSl (BBG TemSWTRILD TBHSHLICUTL L 1), @BauLjavss3FONBBSIL, LHFSS
B&ISS ) (BBSID, @QBSL LevSES5H60 TIPpSLILIL L »auseled(BbSILd, I W LIBIHS
Couat 6THSSILICLIT® TS

The New Testament begins with warnings of judgment and that is precisely the way it ends.

We are not surprised as we approach the epistle to the Romans to find the apostle Paul beginning
his gospel presentation with a statement warning man about God’s wrath.

His general introductions are over in verse 17 and the message begins in verse 18 with the wrath of
God.

Is God fair in judgment?
The answer comes in verses 19-23.

A very crucial passage since many people criticize God of the Bible by saying that He is unfair. He is
judgmental. He is condemning. How can a God of love send people to hell?

Paul speaks of His wrath and then defends God’s right to act in that manner.

First God spoke about the by revelation God has revealed Himself.
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From the invisible things of His nature which men could never see, there is still accountability
because God has revealed Himself in His created world.

God can act in judgment against man is because men have been given the truth of God.
Second reason, rejection. Men have turned away from that revelation.
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How did they know God?
According to verses 19 and 20, they knew God because of His creating the world and all that is in it,
and thus disclosing His nature in His creation. They were without excuse, and yet they turned.

They refused to give God glory. They will not glorify God.

How do men glorify God?
By confessing Jesus as Lord.
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We glorify God by confessing Christ as Lord. The world will not acknowledge the Lordship of Christ
any more than they would acknowledge the Lordship of sovereign God in the Old Testament era.
They refuse to do that, be it God in the Old Testament, be it Christ in the New.

We glorify God by living for that purpose. Our entire life goal is set in that direction.
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Is that how people live in our world? Is that their focus?
No.

We glorify God by confessing our sin.



Joshua approached Achan, who had stolen things from Jericho and been told not to do that. God
had said that was forbidden, but he had stolen those things.
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Confession of sin glorifies God.

Because when you sin God will react in a holy manner. When you sin, there’s chastening. But if you
admit the sin, you affirm the fact that you deserve the chastening, so when God chastens you, you
are not going to accuse Him of being unjust.

When you deny your sin, then you will also deny that God has a right to chasten you, and then you
will accuse His character by saying He is unfair.

So, Joshua said to Achan, “You confess your sin because you are just about to die, and when you die
and everybody who was implicated with you, we want it to be known that you are dying justly
because you have violently and willfully sinned against God.”

We then glorify God by admitting our sin, and that is something the world will not do.
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The world will not confess Jesus as Lord. They will not aim their life at the glory of God. They will
not confess their sin, and that is expressed in the statement, “they glorified him not as God.” They
are not interested in life on God’s terms.

We glorify God by praising Him.
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We glorify God when we praise Him. Unbelievers will not do that.

We glorify God when we pray.
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Prayer gives God an opportunity to be glorified.
Men do not pray because they do not seek God’s glory.
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Luke 17, about the lepers that came, and Jesus cleansed them all, and how many came back?
There were ten, how many came back and said thanks?

One.

Jesus said to him, “You are saved.”
The other nine were just physically whole. Only one was thankful. Men refuse to glorify God. The
real issue is they seek to glorify themselves.

Daniel 4 is Nebuchadnezzar, the greatest monarch in the history of the world as far as the world is
concerned, apart from God’s dominion. Nebuchadnezzar the king of the kingdom of gold, Babylon.
Nebuchadnezzar, who was the superior to any other king.

He refused to glorify God, was not interested in it.
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Until you get it right who God is, you are going to be a wild maniac. You are going to eat grass like
an ox.
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Seven years of it, insanity.
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My guess that we will see Nebuchadnezzar in heaven, but he sure learned the hard way, that God
is to be glorified, because men do not do that.

Rationalization.

The third reason God has a right to judge them is rationalization.
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Here they are.

They have said “no” to revelation.

They have utterly rejected the truth.

They are left with empty, meaningless human philosophy.
Their dark hearts are filled with deceit.

They announce that they are wise.

Now that is rationalization. The futility resulting in the loss of touch with reality. They do not even
know what wisdom is anymore. They have removed the standard. Man does not think right about
anything.

He does not think right about anything else. He refuses to accept truth. So, in effect, he destroys
the power to discriminate.

Sometimes when you listen to the philosophers, you hear all these people talking about what they
believe, and what is right and what is wrong, it is very frustrating.

How could they ever think that way?
This is what you will end up pondering.

They have abandoned any right to think properly, so everything is going to come out wrong. They
have no power to discriminate. They cannot perceive truth. They cannot perceive error.

Years ago, Christians decided they had to believe in evolution, because they were intimidated by
the philosophers who taught evolution. So immediately they looked for places in the Christian
system where you could put evolution, and we still believe in creation, and God started it, and then
evolution took over, and they came up with what is known as “theistic evolution” or “progressive
creationism.” It was an accommodation because people were intimidated by the rationalization of
a whole lot of fools who did not know the truth.

What about liberal theology?



More schools and churches have been ruined by the theology of liberals because people have been
intimidated by their supposed intellectualism when they do not know anything. They are fools.
They live in the ultimate insanity believing they are wise.

Now it is psychology. People think that psychologists have all the answers. They do not have the
answers. Do not be intimidated by them. Men think they are smart when they are utter fools. By
the way, you might be interested to know that the word here, “they became fools,” is mrain, from
which we get “moron.” Men are morons, but they think they are wise.

What an incredible deception?
They have totally lost touch with reality. They no longer know what truth is.

Pilate said to Jesus, “What is truth?” John 18:38

That is the character of lost man. He is utterly unable to ascertain what is true. Does not know.
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That is characteristic of human philosophy. They deceive others because they are totally and utterly
self-deceived. They do not know the truth.
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It is characteristic of unregenerate man that he is deceived.
Does not know the truth, cannot know it, he’s in absolute blackness.

What will he do inevitably?

He will stand there and rationalize that he knows the truth, and he will spill out all these supposed
answers.
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You are so perverted by what you think you know that you have decided nobody knows anything
but you. You have got all the answers.



What an illusion.

That was the illusion by which Lucifer fell!

Thought he had all the answers. He thought wisdom resided with him. He looked at himself and
saw the majesty and the beauty of his person as created by God and it went to his head. He thought
he would be superior to God.

So, God has the right to judge man because man rejects Him in the darkness of his twisted and
perverted mind. And then stupidly affirms that he is wise. His fantasy carrying him into that
deception.

Even in the midst of his human philosophy and in the midst of his befuddled mind, in the blackness
of his heart, he has a residual knowledge that there must be God.

Do you know what they are?

They are wise, all right, but their wisdom is limited to one sphere. They are wise in their own
conceits.

They are wise only in their own conceited self-styled perception, that is all.

When Christians stopped listening to God’s Word and decided they wanted to listen to men.
Nowadays you can take a good Christian institution, and you start feeling intimidated by the
academic community, so you start pumping people into it who are educated and trained in the
philosophies of the world, and soon they undermine everything it ever stood for. And they
intimidate the people, who do not have their supposed credentials.

Philosophy is always set against the gospel. It is always set against the gospel. The wisdom of man
versus the wisdom of God.
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Now here you see is this insanity again. While men are saying their foolishness is wisdom, they are
saying true wisdom is foolishness. That is where they are.
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It is foolish. Do not you be intimidated.

What did worldly wisdom ever do to transform lives?

Has all the philosophy of men throughout its generations saved man from the constant decline?
No, it has no power.

What man’s wisdom could not do, God’s foolishness did.
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The blunt, clear message delivered by uneducated Christians with transformed lives infinitely
exceeds the tangled, confused complications of human philosophy.

Fools. The biggest fool of all is the one who has rejected the light, gone into the darkness, and now
rationalizes that this darkness is light, and the light is darkness. He thinks he is a super mind, and
he is a moron.

See the decline and fall of man.

Revelation, God gave him the truth.

Rejection, he refused to believe the truth.

Rationalization, he affirms then that the error he has invented is the truth and he must do that to
convince himself that he is right.

But it is insanity because it is an empty deception.
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